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Current Affairs of the Day 

GS Paper II 

 Hefty hospital bills lead to rush at usury dens 

 ‘Almost half new cases rural, shots key’ 

 

GS Paper III 

 Reduce human-caused methane emissions by 45% to 

avoid worst of climate change: UN 

 Ayush Ministry launches nationwide distribution 

campaign of AYUSH 64 & Kabasura Kudineer 
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Hefty hospital bills lead to rush at usury dens 

Distress led asset sale in India: Kin of patients pawn every bit of gold in their 

hands. 

Highlights:  

1. Millions of families are faced with a financial crisis due to the pandemic. For 

these desperate families, who have no other source, gold has become the 

mythical Sanjeevani (panacea) to raise the much-needed funds for medical 

treatment. 

2. Selling land is a long process which might take months or at least weeks and 

gold has come to the rescue families.  

3. Enquiries with pawnbrokers and gold loan companies reveal there is a steady 

footfall of desperate people to pledge their gold ornaments. 

 

‘Almost half new cases rural, shots key’ 

Highlights: 

1. The pandemic’s second wave has spread far beyond the worst-hit cities, with 

almost half the new cases being reported from rural districts, and economic 

activity has taken a ‘severe hit’ SBI’s economics researchers said in a report. 

2. Red-flagging the slowing pace of vaccinations State Bank of India’s research 

team observed that vaccinations were the primary tool to reduce the severity 

of infections and India ‘must vaccinate its people on a mission mode, even if 

it means suspending economic activity for a while after the second wave 

subsides’. 

3. Terming the increase in rural infections, flagged earlier by micro-finance 

lenders to the RBI, as ‘worrying'. 

 

Reduce human-caused methane emissions by 45% to avoid worst 

of climate change: UN 
Highlights: 

1. Human-caused methane emissions must be cut by 45 per cent to avoid the 

worst effects of climate change, a new United Nations report has said. The 

report, titled Global Methane Assessment: Benefits and Costs of Mitigating 
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Methane Emissions was released by the Climate and Clean Air Coalition and 

the United Nations Environment Programme. 

2. Such a cut would prevent a rise in global warming by up to 0.3 degrees Celsius 

by 2045, the report added. It would also prevent 260,000 premature deaths, 

775,000 asthma-related hospital visits annually, as well as 25 million tonnes 

of crop losses. 

3. Human-caused methane emissions are increasing faster currently than at any 

other time since record-keeping began in the 1980s. 

4. The report said this was a cause of concern as methane was an extremely 

powerful greenhouse gas. It was responsible for about 30 per cent of warming 

since pre-industrial times. 

 

Ayush Ministry launches nationwide distribution campaign of 

AYUSH 64 & Kabasura Kudineer 

Highlights: 

1. In a concerted response to the second surge of COVID-19 infection in the 

country, the Ministry of Ayush is launching a massive nationwide campaign 

today to distribute its proven polyherbal Ayurvedic drugs AYUSH 64 and 

Sidha drug Kabasura Kudineer for the benefit of the vast majority of out of 

hospital COVID patients.  

2. The efficacy of these drugs has been proved through robust multi-centre 

clinical trials. The Ministry of Ayush-Council of Scientific and Industrial 

Research (CSIR) collaboration found both useful in the treatment of mild to 

moderate covid-19 infection as an adjunct to standard care. 


