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Committed to free media, says Election Commission 

Highlights:  

1. The Election Commission of India (ECI) said it was unanimously against 

asking for restrictions on the media when it approached the Supreme Court 

last week against the oral observations made by the Madras High Court that it 

was responsible for the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic in Tamil 

Nadu and Puducherry, which witnessed Assembly elections recently. 

2. In the context of involvement of media, the Commission wishes to clarify that 

it stands sincerely committed to its faith in free media. 

An Ally 

The Commission as a whole and each one of its members recognises the positive 

role played by media in the conduct of all elections in the past and present and in 

strengthening electoral democracy in the country. The Commission added that its 

approach with the media was one of an ally and that it remained unchanged. 

 

Centre alone can identify SEBC: SC 

SEBC: The Centre alone is empowered to identify Socially and Educationally 

Backward Classes (SEBC) and include them in the Central List for claiming 

reservation benefits. 

Highlights:  

1. The President (that is the Central government) alone, to the exclusion of all 

other authorities, is empowered to identify SEBCs and include them in a list 

to be published under Article 342A (1), which shall be deemed to include 

SEBCs in relation to each State and Union Territory for the purposes of the 

Constitution. 

2. The States could only make suggestions to the President or the statutory 

commissions concerned for inclusion, exclusion or modification of castes and 

communities to be included in the List. 

3. The Central List is to be the “only list” for the SEBC. 

4. Once published, under Article 342A (1), the list can only be amended through 

a law enacted by Parliament, by virtue of Article 342A (2). 
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5. In the task of identification of SEBCs, the President shall be guided by the 

Commission (National Commission for Backward Classes) set up under 

Article 338B. 

 

Maratha quota unconstitutional violates right to equality, says SC 

No ‘exceptional circumstances’ in Maharashtra to break 50% ceiling limit: 

Bench. 

Highlights:  

1. A five-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court on Wednesday 

unanimously declared a Maharashtra law, which provides reservation benefits 

to the Maratha community taking the quota limit in the State in excess of 50%, 

unconstitutional. 

2. The Bench found there were no “exceptional circumstances” or “extraordinary 

situation” in Maharashtra, which required the State government to break the 

50% ceiling limit to bestow quota benefits on the Maratha community. 

3. The Marathas are in the mainstream of national life. It is not even disputed 

that Marathas are a politically dominant caste. 

Sets aside HC verdict 

1. The Supreme Court struck down the findings of the Justice M.G. Gaikwad 

Commission, which led to the enactment of the Maratha quota law, and set 

aside the Bombay High Court judgment which validated the Maharashtra State 

Reservation for Socially and Educationally Backward Classes (SEBC) Act of 

2018. 

2. In fact, the Supreme Court held that a separate reservation for the Maratha 

community violated Articles 14 (right to equality) and 21 (due process of law). 

 

5G: China expresses ‘concern, regret’ 

Highlights: 

1. China expressed “concern and regret” at India’s move to not include Chinese 

telecommunication firms among the companies permitted this week to 

conduct trials for the use of 5G technology. 



 

4 

 

06.05.2021        Thursday 

2. External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said that it is “not realistic” to have 

good relations in other domains when there was tension on the border. 

3. The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) gave permission to several 

Telecom Service Providers (TSPs) to conduct 5G trials and did not include 

Chinese companies Huawei and ZTE. 

4. Reacting to the move, the Chinese Embassy in New Delhi said in a statement 

it “express[es] concern and regret that Chinese telecommunications 

companies have not been permitted to conduct 5G trials with Indian Telecom 

Service Providers in India”. 

 

Workers’ income fell by 17%, says report 

‘State of Working India 2021: One Year of Covid-19’ 

1. The COVID-19 pandemic has substantially increased informality in 

employment, leading to a decline in earnings for the majority of workers, and 

a consequent increase in poverty in the country, according to ‘State of 

Working India 2021: One Year of Covid-19’, a report brought out annually by 

Azim Premji University’s Centre for Sustainable Employment. 

2. This year’s report, which covers the period March 2020 to December 2020, 

dwells on the impact of one year of COVID-19 on employment, incomes, 

inequality and poverty. 

3. Regarding employment, the report notes that 100 million jobs were lost 

nationwide during the April-May 2020 lockdown.  

4. The study found that post-lockdown, nearly half of salaried workers had 

moved into informal work, either as self-employed (30%), casual wage (10%) 

or informal salaried (9%). 

5. The fallback option varied by caste and religion. “General category workers 

and Hindus were more likely to move into self-employment while 

marginalised caste workers and Muslims moved into daily wage work,” noted 

the report. 

6. Monthly earnings of workers fell on an average by 17% during the pandemic, 

with self-employed and informal salaried workers facing the highest loss of 

earnings. 
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7. Women and younger workers were more affected by the pandemic-related 

measures.  

8. Households coped with the loss of income by decreasing their food intake, 

selling assets and borrowing informally from friends, relatives and money-

lenders.  

These findings are a serious cause for concern in the absence of an inclusive social 

welfare architecture. Among other ameliorative policy measures, the report calls 

for extending free rations under the Public Distribution System till the end of 

2021, expansion of MGNREGA entitlement to 150 days, and a “Covid hardship 

allowance” for the 2.5 million Anganwadi and ASHA workers. 

 

‘INSACOG shared inputs on variants’ 

Warning of COVID-19 case surge due to mutants conveyed to govt., says 

scientist. 

Highlights:  

1. The Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genome Sequencing Consortia (INSACOG) of 

scientists, spanning 10 labs across the country, and involved in sequencing 

genomes of coronavirus samples in different States, had been giving regular 

updates on the threat from new strains to the government, said a senior 

member of the group. 

2. The INSACOG members have meetings every alternate day. Whatever the 

results of the analysis that emerge from the threat posed by new strains are 

shared with the National Centres for Disease Control and NCDC being a 

Health Ministry [body] is naturally shared with the government. 

3. Warnings of an increase in cases from the increasing prevalence of new 

variants were conveyed to the government channels that eventually could 

likely have made their way to the Prime Minister’s Office. 

4. In a video conference with States, the Union Health Ministry said it was 

informed about the current status of Variants of Concern and new mutants and 

“stressed on increased and stringent public health interventions”. 
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5. The current surge in cases could be correlated with the rise in the B.1.617 

lineage of SARS-CoV-2, popularly known as the “Indian variant” of the 

coronavirus, the officials added. 

6. India’s political leadership should have been more communicative about the 

risks that events such as political rallies and religious gatherings posed, in the 

way of crowding, and the transmission of newer infectious variants getting 

magnified. 

 

MHA advisory on fire safety at hospitals 

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) wrote to the States to put in place a plan 

of action and ensure that no fire accidents occur in any of the health facilities, 

particularly COVID-19 dedicated centres both in the government and the private 

sector. The States and UTs have been requested to conduct a detailed review with 

officials from the Health, Power and Fire Departments, and prepare a detailed 

plan to ensure that safety measures are in place. 

 

EU unveils plan to cut dependency on China 

The European Union (EU) unveiled a plan to cut its dependency on Chinese and 

other foreign suppliers in six strategic areas like raw materials, pharmaceutical 

ingredients and semiconductors after the pandemic-induced economic slump. 

Highlights:  

The 27-nation bloc outlined the urgency of the task citing Europe’s reliance on 

China for about half of 137 products used in sensitive ecosystems, mainly raw 

materials, pharmaceuticals and other products key to its green and digital goals. 

 

Biden undecided on COVID-related TRIPS waiver 

U.S. President Joe Biden said that he had not made a decision on whether the U.S. 

would support an Indian and South African initiative at the World Trade 

Organization (WTO) to waive Trade-Related Intellectual Property Rights 

(TRIPS) to facilitate the production of COVID-19 vaccines and therapeutics 

around the world. 
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Highlights:  

1. A group of nine Democratic Senators and Bernie Sanders (an independent) 

had called on Mr Biden last month to support a temporary IP waiver. 

2. However, a group of 12 Republican lawmakers wrote not to support the IP 

waiver initiative, calling it “extraordinarily broad and unnecessary” to give the 

maximum number of people possible access to COVID-19 vaccines and 

treatments and that it would undermine the “record-breaking rapid 

innovation” of vaccines. 

3. “The justification for the waiver rests on an incorrect assumption that IP rights 

are a significant bottleneck to the widespread availability of COVID-19 

vaccines and treatments.” The letter says COVID-19 treatment access can be 

expanded globally without weakening IP, and weakening IP would hamper 

American innovation and technology. 

4. “This danger is particularly acute considering that many of the crucial 

technological advances made by American businesses and institutions in the 

fight against COVID-19 were made on the backs of billions of dollars of 

investment by American companies as well as billions more in American 

taxpayer money,” the letter says. 

5. The letter cites logistical challenges like lack of cold storage and syringes as 

well as regulatory hurdles in developing countries as bottlenecks to access.  

6. The lawmakers suggest that the focus be on COVAX and Access to COVID-

19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator, i.e., existing international efforts to improve 

vaccine access. 


