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A timely warning 

The Supreme Court has issued a timely warning to the States against any attempt 

to clamp down on the dissemination of information about the serious health crisis 

besetting the country, or calls for help through social media from citizens affected 

by COVID-19.  

Highlights:  

1. While it is entirely in order that the government has directed the police to crack 

down on the profiteering on medicines in the black market, it is quite a 

different matter if the administration starts seeing all appeals for help in a 

grave crisis as nothing more than activities aimed at tarnishing the 

government’s image. 

2. Given the propensity of such leaders to treat the voicing of grievances by 

citizens as a personal affront to their administrative capabilities, the Court’s 

warning that any attempt to stifle the people’s voices would attract action for 

contempt of court is quite timely and necessary.  

3. As Justice D.Y. Chandrachud remarked, any clampdown on information is 

contrary to basic precepts. He underscored the significance and necessity for 

the free flow of information during a grave crisis by recalling the role it played 

in containing a famine in 1970.  

4. The fundamental attributes of democracy — such as a free press and the need 

to face the people at elections and respond to political criticism — help prevent 

famines (misgovernance in general).  

 

Facts and figures 

Crux: India must be transparent about COVID-19 deaths to be able to deal better 

with the crisis. 

Highlights:  

1. With India’s official death toll from the coronavirus crossing 200,000, it is 

now placed fourth, after the United States, Mexico and Brazil.  

2. This is just another of the grim milestones in India’s wrenching journey 

through the pandemic, but it dents the government’s year-long endeavour to 

obfuscate and dodge unpleasant reality.  
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3. The three countries with a higher death toll have, per million, 1,600-1,800 

deaths between them. India’s is only about 150. This low count is meant to 

impress that India has done a better job in protecting its people.  

Reality matters: 

1. On the other hand, a spectrum of independent experts has pointed out the 

problems in the system of death reporting in India. Though undercounting 

deaths in a pandemic is expected, the concern in India has been that of 

deliberate omission.  

2. On April 16, as per Gujarat’s health bulletin, there were 78 official deaths. But 

689 bodies were either cremated or buried following COVID-19 protocol.  

3. Two in three deaths in India occur at home and 14% of deaths are not 

registered.  

4. Visuals of bodies and of people on the threshold of death from a lack of access 

to basic medical facilities such as oxygen have made it harder for the 

government to convince people that the coronavirus is better controlled in 

India than anywhere else. 

India must redouble its efforts at being honest and transparent with its numbers, 

however unpalatable they may be. 

 


