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Current Affairs of the Day 

GS Paper II 

 Drugs beat BMWs this poll season in Assam 

 India wants total disengagement 

 ‘India stands for the revival of democracy in Myanmar’ 

 

GS Paper III 

 ‘Millet-based products set to gain increasing acceptance’ 
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Drugs beat BMWs this poll season in Assam 

Elections in Assam have often been associated with the doling out of ‘BMWs’, a 

coded contraction for blanket, money and wine. 

Drugs and the Voter: 

1. Going by the seizures by various enforcement agencies, the ‘BMWs’ appear 

to have lost out to narcotic drugs during the ongoing poll. 

2. Officials said there was nothing unusual about seizing cash, liquor and other 

valuables during the campaign phase. What stumped them was the seizure of 

narcotic substances worth more than ₹34.29 crores. 

3. The drugs seized included 6,892.82 kg of cannabis, 10.27 kg of crystalline 

methamphetamine, 4.22 kg of heroin, 1 kg of morphine and 252.85 gm of 

brown sugar. The surveillance teams also recovered 3,02,188 

methamphetamine capsules and pills of other narcotic substances. 

4. The seizure of drugs was highest in eastern Assam. Most of the tea plantations 

are in eastern Assam. 

5. For Excise and Revenue Intelligence officials, this could be a disturbing trend, 

as other parts of Assam have been notorious for drug trafficking.  

6. These include the Barak Valley, used by dealers on the Myanmar-Mizoram-

Bangladesh axis to illegally transport heroin, methamphetamine and high-

codeine cough syrups. 

 

India wants total disengagement 

Chinese forces yet to disengage from Gogra, Hot Springs, Depsang & Demchok 

Highlights:  

1. The remaining points of tension along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in 

eastern Ladakh should be resolved “quickly”, said an official of the Ministry 

of External Affairs (MEA).  

2. There is a consensus that the two sides should now quickly resolve the 

remaining issues along the LAC in eastern Ladakh. 
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3. Following months of tension on the LAC, Indian and Chinese Senior 

Commanders had managed to disengage on the north and south banks of the 

Pangong Tso. However, the Chinese forces are yet to disengage from Gogra, 

Hot Springs, Depsang and Demchok.  

 
 

‘India stands for the revival of democracy in Myanmar’ 

India on Friday said it stood for the revival of democracy in Myanmar and added 

that violence would not solve the prevailing situation in the country. 

Highlights:  

1. India was among the first countries to express concern after the February 1 

military takeover which deposed the democratically elected leadership of 

Myanmar. However, India’s subsequent behaviour indicated that it preferred 

to maintain communication links with the military junta. 
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2. Subsequently, on April 1, Myanmar participated in a foreign ministerial 

meeting of BIMSTEC, Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical 

and Economic Cooperation, which was chaired by Sri Lanka and attended by 

India along with other members like Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, and 

Thailand. 

3. India was treating the flow of displaced people from Myanmar as per Indian 

laws and “humanitarian considerations.” 

 

 

‘Millet-based products set to gain increasing acceptance’ 

The United Nations has declared 2023 as the International Year of Millets. India 

is fast catching up with the western world in millet consumption. 

Top Producers:  

1. India, Nigeria and China are the largest producers of millets in the world, 

accounting for more than 55% of the global production. For many years, India 

was a major producer of millets. 
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2. However, in recent years, millet production has increased dramatically in 

Africa. In India, pearl millet is the fourth-most widely cultivated food crop 

after rice, wheat and maize. It occupies an area of 6.93 million hectares with 

an average production of 8.61 million tonnes and productivity of 1,243 kg/ha 

during 2018-19. 

Millets Magic 

In a country such as India where there is a high incidence of diabetes, millets, 

being complex carbohydrates with low GI [glycemic index], are indeed wonder 

grains and [hence] we see a huge relevance in shifting consumers to millets and 

millet-based products. 

Why is India slow in adopting millet-based products? 

1. Millets are available almost across India. They need very little water for 

growing. The awareness of the benefits of millets is still low and this is the 

reason for the lesser number of players working on value-added millet 

products in India. 

2. However, we see this increase in the coming years as many States will start 

supporting millet cultivation both on account of the benefits and the fact that 

they need less water. 

Why are many firms not keen on entering this sector? 

The prevailing lower demand means limited supply and higher prices. This will 

change as more consumers start trying out millets and value-add millet products. 

There are only a handful of players in the branded and/or in the organised sector 

at the moment.  


