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Level platforms 

A new law in Australia that seeks to make technology platforms such as Google 

and Facebook pay news publishers for use of their content presents governments 

in democracies with an idea worth considering, if not emulating.  

Highlights:  

1. The law, which is based on the realisation of a severe power imbalance 

between giant Internet platforms and news media, marks a rare intervention 

by any government in platform-publisher relationships.  

2. It seeks to level the playing field by mandating that platforms negotiate with 

publishers of news regarding payment for their content. The platforms are not 

used to paying for such content.  

3. The power imbalance is not just an Australian reality, though. It is everywhere. 

This imbalance has only intensified over the past decade or so, during which 

time platforms have gained so much power that they have become de facto 

gateways to the net.  

4. They have also grown massively to become some of the richest companies on 

earth today. Unfortunately, during the same time, there has been a precipitous 

decline in the fortunes of the news media, which provides the journalistic 

resources on the ground to keep a population, especially in a democracy, well 

informed.  

5. Journalism houses have struggled to stay afloat, what with their long, 

successful offline business models becoming less viable. As a result, across 

the world, many have gone out of business and hundreds and thousands of 

journalists have lost their jobs. 

Problems with law 

1. Far from it. Leaving aside Google and Facebook, which unsurprisingly 

opposed it, many experts do reckon that it is against the principles of an open 

Internet.  

2. The Australian Government has shown that it realises that the cost of not 

intervening in this unequal battle is high. At stake is the sustainability of the 

news media industry.  
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3. With France already having given shape to new European Union copyright 

rules, thereby forcing Google to negotiate licensing deals with its publishers, 

the heat is on the Internet platforms. Other governments might take the cue. 

 

Adding heft to diplomacy with some help from science 

The pandemic gives India a unique space to mainstream science and technology 

in its domestic and foreign policies. 

‘Vaccine Maitri’ 

1. India’s ongoing ‘Vaccine Maitri’ campaign, which is aimed at provisioning 

COVID-19 vaccines to countries both near to and away from its immediate 

neighbourhood, is one of the most important recent initiatives to leverage its 

scientific and technological advantages for the furtherance of its foreign policy 

objectives.  

2. New Delhi’s efforts to address this health emergency were met with even more 

vocal appreciation by leaders from its partners from the Global South. 

Assertion of interests 

1. The 21st-century international system was more conducive to the country’s 

science and technology designs in spheres such as nuclear and space 

technology due to a thaw in ties between India and the United States were 

given the rise of an aggressive China and other consequential challenges to 

the international system. 

2. India would also sign strategic partnerships bearing substantial science and 

technology components with advanced economies such as the United 

Kingdom, Japan, Israel, Germany, the European Union, Singapore, the United 

Arab Emirates, Canada, South Korea and Australia even as it strengthened its 

traditional partnerships with countries such as France and Russia. 

3. India’s state instruments of diplomacy would also begin to show a more 

visible alignment to international science and technology cooperation. India 

currently fields four Development Partnership Administrations under its 

Ministry of External Affairs — consequential given that President Ram Nath 

Kovind, in Cuba in June 2018, declared that the country had “placed science 

and technology at the centre of its development cooperation strategy”. 
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4. The Ministry of External Affairs too has seen a restructuring with a Cyber 

Diplomacy Division, an E-Governance & Information Technology Division 

and a New Emerging & Strategic Technologies Division to manage science 

and technology issues in the nation’s diplomatic matrix. 

Areas for review 

1. India’s financial apportionment to science and technology-related research 

must rise to enable the country’s own rise — as must participation of its states, 

universities and private sector in research and development efforts. 

2. The time is also right for India’s young scientists and technologists to be made 

more aware of the country’s foreign policy objectives and to also enable all 

stakeholders in the policy establishment to learn more about science and 

technology to bridge the intellectual divide.  

 

A scientist in the pandemic 

Bottom Line: As India could become a hotspot for zoonotic disease emergence, 

research must be proactive. 

Larger crises 

1. Global meta-analyses reveal that zoonoses tend to emerge in areas with many 

mammal species, high land use and land cover change, and high human 

population density.  

2. Studies predict that India will be a hotspot for possible zoonotic disease 

emergence. India’s approach to addressing zoonoses has primarily been 

reactive, with research and public health intervention beginning when there is 

an outbreak.  

3. The scientific questions remain like a proactive prediction of an outbreak, 

ecological and evolutionary dynamics of possible pathogens and their wildlife 

hosts which can become hotspots of spillover. 

4. Understanding these questions will require teams of interdisciplinary 

scientists and sustained efforts. Working with the testing efforts taught me that 

we can come together for a common cause. 
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A new paradigm in animal husbandry 

Bottom Line: Boosting the sector will bring social, economic, and nutritional 

benefits. 

Animal Husbandry  

1. The Central government unveiled a string of measures to cushion the 

economy, as a part of which the Animal Husbandry Infrastructure 

Development Fund (AHIDF) was announced.  

2. As an allied industry of agriculture, the animal husbandry and dairy sector 

collectively employ more than 100 million people. Since the bulk of 

establishments in this sector is concentrated in rural India, the socio-economic 

relevance of this sector cannot be overstated. 

3. The AHIDF has been set up with an outlay of ₹15,000 crores. As per the 

provisions of AHIDF, a project will be eligible for a loan amount that covers 

up to 90% of the estimated cost – with an interest subvention of 3% for all 

eligible entities.  

Need for Infrastructure 

1. As an example of a sub-sector concern where the dairy value chain could be 

strengthened, there is a pressing need to enhance chilling infrastructure at 

collection centres by setting up bulk milk coolers to prevent wastage of milk.  

2. There is also considerable potential to increase the productivity of cattle, 

especially by enhancing the quality of animal feed.  

3. With this in mind, the AHIDF has been designed to support the establishment 

of animal feed plants of varying capacities – including the setting up of 

mineral mixture plants, silage making units, and an animal feed testing 

laboratory.  

Boosting the poultry industry 

1. In a similar vein, there are not only economic but nutritional benefits to 

boosting the poultry segment’s output, efficiency and quality.  

2. India is the fourth-largest chicken meat producer and the second-largest egg 

producer in the world and is well-positioned to help mitigate rampant 

malnutrition given that chicken meat provides the cheapest source of protein. 
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3. With eggs being introduced as part of the mid-day meal within several 

anganwadis in the country, and up-gradation in poultry infrastructure would 

be closely intertwined with social justice outcomes too. 

Finally, macro benefits regarding climate change and employment are linked to 

this sector. Enhanced infrastructure can make processing units more energy-

efficient and help mitigate their carbon footprint. The AHIDF also has the 

potential to create over 30 lakh jobs, even as it overhauls domestic infrastructure 

towards giving greater prominence to India’s dairy and livestock products in the 

global value chain. 

 


