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Current Affairs of the Day 

 

 

GS III 
➢ ‘Polluted air killed 54,000 in Delhi’ 

➢ Facebook news goes dark in Australia 

➢ Biometric authentication to benefit farmers: Centre 

➢ More roads on Arunachal border 

➢ Survey to address the data gap on migrant workers 
 

Prelims 
➢ Hyderabad wins global ‘Tree City’ status 
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 ‘Polluted air killed 54,000 in Delhi’ 

News: Air pollution claimed approximately 54,000 lives in Delhi in 2020, 

according to a Greenpeace Southeast Asia analysis of the cost to the economy 

due to air pollution. Six Indian cities — Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Chennai, 

Hyderabad and Lucknow — feature in the global analysis. 

 
Highlights:  

1. Globally, approximately 1,60,000 deaths have been attributed to PM 

(particulate matter) 2.5 air pollution in the five most populous cities — Delhi, 

Mexico City, São Paulo, Shanghai and Tokyo. 

2. According to the report, the Cost Estimator, an online tool that estimates the 

real-time health impact and economic cost from fine particulate matter (PM 

2.5) air pollution in major world cities, was deployed in a collaboration 

between Greenpeace Southeast Asia, IQAir and the Centre for Research on 

Energy and Clean Air (CREA).  

3. Using real-time ground-level PM 2.5 measurements collected in IQAir’s 

database, the algorithm applies scientific risk models in combination with 
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population and public health data to estimate the health and economic costs of 

air pollution exposure. 

4. Despite a temporary reprieve in air quality owing to the lockdown, the latest 

figures from the report underscore the need to act immediately. The need of 

the hour is to rapidly scale up renewable energy, bring an end to fossil fuel 

emissions and boost sustainable transport systems. 

 

Facebook news goes dark in Australia 

News: Australians woke to empty news feeds on their Facebook Inc pages after 

the social media giant blocked all media content in a surprise and dramatic 

escalation of a dispute with the government overpaying for content. 

Highlights:  

1. The move was swiftly criticised by news producers, politicians and human 

rights advocates, many of whom pointed out that official health and 

meteorology information had also been scrubbed during the coronavirus 

pandemic and at the height of Australia’s summer bushfire season. 

2. Facebook gave no warning of the news shutdown when the pair spoke over 

the weekend about looming laws that will force them to pay local publishers 

for content. 

3. The Australian law would require Facebook and Google to reach commercial 

deals with news outlets, whose links drive traffic to their platforms or be 

subjected to forced arbitration to agree to a price. 

 

Biometric authentication to benefit farmers: Centre 

News: In a bid to cut out the middleman and ensure greater transparency in the 

procurement of farm produce, the Centre is encouraging the States to deploy 

biometric authentication of farmers. 

Highlights:  

1. The practice, already adopted in Uttar Pradesh and set to be rolled out in 

Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Odisha this year, will aid in tracking the 

end-use beneficiary. 

2. The Centre had already taken steps to roll out online payments to farmers who 

sell their produce to the government. 
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3. In States such as Punjab and Haryana, where the agitation has been the 

strongest, middlemen who act as commission agents or arhitiyas are a key part 

of the procurement process at these mandis. 

4. The entire process of procurement has to be made faster. Once you have data 

of farmers available and once they are bio-authenticated, the entire details are 

digitally available to the procurement machinery, the kind of crop he is 

cultivating, the kind of landholding he has, all the details are available. 

5. This initiative reduced the need for extensive paperwork, prevented leakages 

and speeded up the process of procurement, with payment settlement being 

completed within 72 hours. 

6. The other advantage is that the farmer gets a receipt for his goods, showing 

the quantity and the MSP price, so nobody can cheat the farmer. 

 

More roads on Arunachal border 

News: The Union government has given the go-ahead for critical infrastructure 

development in Arunachal Pradesh at an estimated cost of more than ₹1,100 

crores. It would include the construction of roads and 18 foot-tracks measuring 

598 km. 

Highlights:  

1. Most projects were earmarked in areas along the China border in the north and 

northeast part of Arunachal. 

2. China has made rapid strides in border areas of Arunachal by setting up new 

villages and a labyrinth of the road network. 

3. The Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) personnel took around 21 days to 

march on foot to the last patrolling point at the Arunachal-China border due 

to lack of road and foot-tracks. 

Disengagement: 

1. India and China recently reached a consensus to withdraw from the north and 

south banks of Pangong Tso (lake) in eastern Ladakh after a 10-month face-

off. 

2. The build-up continues in other areas in Ladakh- Depsang, Demchok, Gogra-

Hotsprings and Galwan Valley, were patrolling by Indian troops within 

India’s perception of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) has been blocked by 

the Chinese troops. 
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Survey to address the data gap on migrant workers 

News: The lack of data on workers, which was evident during the COVID-19-

induced lockdown in 2020, would be addressed by the five all-India labour 

surveys being conducted by the Labour Bureau. 

Highlights:  

The surveys on migrant and domestic workers, those employed by the transport 

sector and by professionals as well as the all-India quarterly establishment-based 

employment survey would be completed in eight months. 

 

Hyderabad wins global ‘Tree City’ status 

News: Hyderabad has won a green contest among cities in India, and emerged as 

one of the ‘Tree Cities of the World’. That title has been bestowed by the Arbor 

Day Foundation and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 

Highlights:  

1. Hyderabad has been selected for its commitment to growing and maintaining 

urban forestry. With the recognition, the city joins 120 others from 23 

countries, including the U.S., the U.K., Canada, and Australia.  

2. The Municipal Administration and Urban Development Department applied 

for consideration with an online submission on January 31 this year, citing the 

State government’s Haritha Haram programme and its Urban Forest Parks 

plan. 

3. City leaders delegated responsibility for the care of trees to a staff member, a 

city department, or a group of citizens called a Tree Board. 

4. Hyderabad city is demonstrating leadership in management of its urban trees 

and is serving as part of the solution to many of the global issues we face 

today. 

 


