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7 killed after ‘glacial burst’ in Uttarakhand 

Seven persons were killed and over 125 reported missing after a “glacial burst” 

on Nanda Devi triggered an avalanche and caused flash floods in Rishi Ganga 

and Dhauliganga rivers in Chamoli district of Uttarakhand on Sunday. 

Highlights:  

1. It was described as a “glacial burst” by the Centre’s National Crisis 

Management Committee (NCMC). 

2. While the Rishiganga hydel project had an installed capacity of 13.2 

megawatts (MW), the 520 MW NTPC Tapovan-Vishnugad project on the 

Dhauliganga was much larger. Both sites have been virtually washed away, 

an eyewitness told this newspaper. 

 

Glacier collapse brings back the memory of 2013 flash floods 

Dhauliganga and Ganga River system 

1. Originating from Vasudhara Tal, perhaps the largest glacial lake in 

Uttarakhand, the Dhauliganga flows in a meandering course, which takes it 

through the Nanda Devi National Park. 

2. Dhauliganga is joined by Rishiganga river at Raini, where the disaster at the 

power project dam took place. The river takes a V-turn and continues to flow 

in the opposite direction, toward the north, as the Dhauliganga for another 30-

odd km, through Tapovan, until it is joined by the Alaknanda at Vishnuprayag 

near Joshimath. 

3. There it loses its identity to Alaknanda and the Alaknanda flows southwest — 

through Chamoli, Maithana, Nandaprayag, Karnaprayag until it meets the 

Mandakini river, coming from the north at Rudraprayag. 

4. After subsuming Mandakini, the Alaknanda carries on past Srinagar, before 

joining the Ganga at Devprayag near Kedarnath. 

5. Known for its spectacularly beautiful route and whitewater rafting, the river 

turned into a deathly torrent after a part of the Nanda Devi glacier broke off 

and collapsed into it. 

6. The collapse of the glacier led to rippling flash floods in the Dhauliganga and 

the Rishiganga and also impacted the Alaknanda. 
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Experts point to climate change impact 

Highlights:  

1. Environmental experts attributed the Nanda Devi glacial melt to global 
warming. Glacier retreat and permafrost thaw are projected to decrease the 
stability of the mountain slopes and increase the number and area of glacier 
lakes, according to the latest assessment reports of the UN Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change. 

2. There is also high confidence that the number and area of glacier lakes will 
continue to increase in most regions in the coming decades, and new lakes will 
develop closer to steep and potentially unstable mountain walls, where lake 
outbursts can be more easily triggered. 

3. Experts said such a glacial burst was an “extremely rare event”. Satellite and 
Google Earth images do not show a glacial lake near the region, but there’s a 
possibility that there may be a water pocket in the region.  

4. Water pockets are lakes inside glaciers, which may have erupted leading to 
this event. We need further analysis, weather reports and data to confirm if 
this indeed was the case. 

5. Climate change has driven erratic weather patterns like increased snowfall and 
rainfall, and warmer winters have led to the melting of a lot of snow.  

6. The thermal profile of ice, said experts, was increasing. Earlier the 
temperature of ice ranged from -6 to -20 degree Celsius; it is now -2 making 
it more susceptible to melting. 

 

‘Disinvestment will be squeaky clean’ 
The government will adopt a ‘squeaky clean process’ for the privatisation of 
public sector enterprises as per the new policy unveiled in the Budget. 

Transparent Process: 

1. For the first time after 2004, you will have a set of privatisations starting with 
Air India and BPCL as the large ones. 

2. The government is very clear this has to be a squeaky clean process so that no 
one can question its credibility. The execution plan is there for the 
disinvestment policy that envisages the government exiting a large chunk of 
the 439 central public sector enterprises (PSEs) in the country. 
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3. Some of the strategic sales of public sector enterprises, sold in the early 2000s 
during the Atal Bihari Vajpayee administration, had faced post-deal scrutiny 
from investigative agencies and auditors for several years. 

4. The government is saying let’s do it in such a manner so that any entity that 
looks at it says that there cannot be a better process in the world than this. 
When we are inviting global investors, they won’t come if they feel there’s 
something wishy-washy here. 

No entry Barriers 

1. The government is not keeping too many entry barriers, including technical 
criteria, as it creates a problem if you say only a particular industry player can 
come. That will restrict value and allow existing groups to dominate. 

2. The new disinvestment policy goes further than the past case-by-case 
approach, and straightaway allows the sale or closure of nearly 151 PSUs (83 
holding companies and 68 subsidiaries) in non-strategic sectors. 

3. It also covers banks and insurers for the first time, with two public sector banks 
and one general insurer proposed to be sold in 2021-22. 

4. Some of them will be closed if nobody’s interested in them. If they can’t fend 
for themselves, then I think they might as well close. Certainly, the 
government is not supporting them anymore. 

 

IIT-D finds a way for low-cost cleaner fuel 

The Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi, on Sunday said that its researchers 

have come up with a way to generate clean fuel hydrogen from water at a low-

cost, which is a significant step towards efforts across the globe that are being 

made to look for cleaner and greener energy sources. 

Highlights:  

1. The researchers have successfully split water by a process known as Sulphur-

Iodine (SI) thermochemical hydrogen cycle to generate low-cost, clean 

hydrogen fuel for industrial consumption.  

2. Hydrogen gas, a viable choice as a renewable substitute for fossil fuels, can 

help mitigate emissions. There is an imminent need to switch over to 

renewable energy sources such as water. 
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Beggars learning vocational skills for life with dignity 

Issues: Ethics, Social Justice and Empowerment (GS 2 and GS 4) 

A new scheme launched here for the rehabilitation of beggars through vocational 

training has enabled them to lead a life with dignity. Beggars are being equipped 

with the necessary life skills at a special training centre established in Jaipur by 

the Rajasthan Skill and Livelihoods Development Corporation (RSLDC). 

‘Willing participants’ 

1. Over 40 beggars hailing from Uttarakhand, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh and 

Odisha, who came to Jaipur in search of livelihood but ended up on footpaths, 

have been provided with shelter, where they are learning yoga, meditation, 

sports and computer operations. 

2. In addition to skill development, psychological counselling and emotional 

support is also being given during the residential training. 

3. It would help the trainees find jobs and remunerative work. Separate centres 

will be opened later for women. Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot had recently 

announced that the State would be made beggar-free, and all destitute and 

homeless people rehabilitated. 

4. The first group of beggars is being trained in catering skills. Others will be 

trained later for a variety of occupations, such as that of an electrician, 

plumber, guard or beautician. 

 

At the massive rally, Kurubas seek ST tag 

In a show of strength to demand Scheduled Tribe (ST) status, members of the 

Kuruba community took out a massive rally in Tumkur district of Karnataka.  

Highlights:  

1. Leaders of the community urged the State government to recommend to the 

Centre inclusion of the Kuruba community in the ST list. 

2. Community leaders claimed that the community met all the parameters to be 

considered as a Scheduled Tribe.  
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Men access mental health helpline more 

Issues: pandemic, education, career and Mental health 

Highlights:  

1. Seventy per cent of callers to a mental health rehabilitation helpline launched, 

in September 2020 by the Social Justice and Empowerment (SJE) Ministry, 

were men according to an internal report of the Ministry accessed by The 

Hindu. About 32% of those who reached out were students. 

2. The report said 32.3% of the callers were students, 15.2% were self-employed, 

27.1% were employed, 23.3% were unemployed, 1.4% were home-makers 

and 0.7% did not reveal the information. 

3. “Majorly the challenges faced by the callers were related to anxiety (28.5%) 

and depression (25.5%); while few others included pandemic-related 

challenges (7.8%), the suicidal tendency (2.8%), substance abuse (3.4%) and 

miscellaneous (32%),” the report said. 

4. Students were facing anxiety and depression due to the uncertainty about their 

future and lack of interaction with peers during the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

psychologist said. 

5. The 24/7 helpline offers early screening, psychological first-aid, 

psychological support, distress management, mental well-being, 

psychological crisis management services and referrals to mental health 

experts. 


