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NITI Aayog seeks to track the impact of green verdicts 

The NITI Aayog 

— the 

government’s apex 

think tank — has 

commissioned a 

study that seeks to 

examine the 

“unintended 

economic 

consequences” of 

judicial decisions 

that have hindered 

and stalled big-

ticket projects on 

environmental 

grounds. 

Highlights:  

1. A perusal of the 

document 

appears to 

suggest that 

judgments that 

negatively impact major infrastructure projects don’t adequately consider the 

economic fallout — in terms of loss of jobs and revenue.  

2. Doing so, it reckons, would contribute to public discourse among 

policymakers for promoting an “economically responsible approach by the 

judiciary” in its decisions. 

3. Projects to be analysed include the construction of an airport in Mopa, Goa; 

cessation of iron ore mining in Goa, and the shutting down of the Sterlite 

copper plant in Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu. 

4. The others are decisions by the NGT involving sand mining, and construction 

activities in the National Capital Region. 
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5. “The judiciary needs to take into account environment, equity and economic 

considerations while deciding cases, and needs to institutionalise a mechanism 

for it,” the brief notes. 

6. The government is forgetting that due to their negligence, courts have been 

forced to give strict orders. The NITI Aayog must also study how much 

damage will be done if the courts do not give such orders. 

7. The intent of this study is to analyse the cost and benefit of certain judicial 

decisions. It doesn’t question judicial intervention. I was, for example, happy 

to see how the Supreme Court's intervention led to the adoption of CNG 

(compressed natural gas, in transport vehicles in Delhi) and the economic 

benefits from it. 

 

FSSAI caps trans fats in food products 

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has amended its rules 

to cap trans-fatty acids (TFAs) in food products, just weeks after it tightened the 

norms for oils and fats. 

Highlights:  

1. Food products in which edible oils and fats are used as an ingredient shall not 

contain industrial trans-fatty acids more than 2% by mass of the total oils/fats 

present in the product, on and from 1st January 2022 said the revised 

regulations notified recently and made public. 

2. In December, the FSSAI had capped TFAs in oils and fats to 3% by 2021, and 

2% by 2022 from the current levels of 5%. 

3. The 2% cap is considered to be the elimination of trans-fatty acids, which we 

will achieve by 2022. We will be reaching this goal a year sooner than the 

WHO deadline. 

4. Trans-fatty acids are created in an industrial process that adds hydrogen to 

liquid vegetable oils to make them more solid, increase the shelf life of food 

items and for use as an adulterant as they are cheap. 

5. They are present in baked, fried and processed foods as well as adulterated 

ghee, which becomes solid at room temperature. They are the most harmful 
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form of fats as they clog arteries and cause hypertension, heart attacks and 

other cardiovascular diseases. 

6. The WHO has called for the elimination of industrially-produced trans-fatty 

acids from the global food supply by 2023. 

 

Ka-226T to be 33% indigenous: HAL 

Highlights:  

1. The total indigenous content of the Ka-226T utility helicopters, to be jointly 

manufactured locally by India and Russia with Transfer of Technology (ToT), 

is between 27%-33%.  

2. The Ka-226T is meant to replace the ageing and obsolete Cheetah and Chetak 

fleet of the Army and Air Force and the total technical life of these will start 

finishing from 2023 onwards. 

3. As per the Russian proposal, the localisation plan would be spread over four 

phases, beginning with 3.3% indigenisation for 35 helicopters, going up to 

15% for next 25 helicopters, 35% for 30 helicopters in Phase 3 and eventually 

to 62.4% indigenisation in Phase 4 for the last 50 helicopters.  

4. The helicopters would be manufactured by India Russia Helicopters Limited 

(IRHL) — a joint venture between HAL and Russian Helicopters. 

5. In 2015, India and Russia had concluded an Inter-Governmental Agreement 

(IGA) for at least 200 Ka-226T twin-engine utility helicopters estimated to 

cost over $1 billion with 60 helicopters to be directly imported and the 

remaining 140 manufactured locally. The first helicopter would be delivered 

within 36 months from the signing of the contract. 

 

‘India now pharmacy of the world’ 

The External Affairs Minister has said the Indian economy is poised to grow by 

about 11% despite the COVID-19 crisis. 

Highlights:  

1. It is not only the pent-up demand that is set to rebound but there is also the 

prospect of new growth in the post-COVID-19 era as per the Reserve Bank of 

India’s monetary policy for FY 2021-22. 
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2. By converting the crisis into an opportunity, he said, India became the 

“pharmacy of the world” by supplying medicines such as paracetamol and 

hydroxychloroquine to countries across the globe.  

3. Besides, the number of manufacturers of ventilators had increased to 25 and 

there were 16,000 COVID treatment centres. Thousands of industrial units 

were making masks and personal protection equipment. 

 

India’s Internet start-ups on the cusp of listing: report 

India’s Internet start-ups that operate businesses ranging from food delivery to e-

commerce to online insurance are now on the cusp of listing, a report has said. 

The growing scale and maturity of India’s Internet economy are starting to create 

more value and investment opportunities. 

Highlights:  

1. More than $60 billion has been invested in India’s Internet start-ups in the past 

five years, with around $12 billion in 2020 alone,” HSBC Global Research 

said in the report. 

2. The report put the total sector value (ex-fintech) to reach $180 billion by 2025. 

India has 42 unicorns (firms with $1-billion valuation) and more than 45 

soonicorns (potential to become unicorns), HSBC said. 

3. E-commerce is the largest opportunity, worth an estimated $67 billion by 

2025, it said adding this was worth $31 billion 2019 after expanding at an 

impressive five-year CAGR of 39%. 

4. Ed-tech is the second-largest opportunity with a market of $48 billion by 2025. 

Although still quite fragmented, it is one of the most profitable segments, 

HSBC said. 

 

Water scarcity likely in the Himalayan catchment if warming 

continues 

Role of melt: The glacier-melt increases about 15% to 70% in a warmer 

environment with its present volume, but then decreases when glacier volumes 

shrink. 
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The third pole in peril 

1. The Himalayas are important sources of water for about a billion people who 

live in the basins of the Indus, Ganges and Brahmaputra rivers. But with rising 

global temperatures, these snowpacks and glaciers, which are highly sensitive, 

are affected. 

2. This, in turn, affects the Himalayan hydrology. India, Nepal, Pakistan and 

China hugely depend on these Himalayan rivers for their daily needs and 

energy production. 

3. Himalayan rivers are affected by the different components – rainfall-runoff, 

snow-melt and glacier-melt – and if drier and warmer scenarios continue in 

the near future (2031–2050), we are more likely to face water stress in these 

catchment areas. They also note that if there is increased rainfall, this could 

lead to a water surplus situation. 

4. The studies show that the glacier-melt increases about 15% to 70% in a 

warmer environment with its present volume, but then decreases to 3%–38% 

substantially when the glacier volumes shrink.  

Changing Climate 

The studies note that proper water-management and governance are urgently 

required. Changing patterns of precipitation systems — Indian Summer Monsoon 

and Western Disturbances — are important for the future situation of water 

resources in Himalayan catchments. 


