
 

1 

 

21/01/2021 Thursday 

 

Current Affairs of the Day 

 

 

 

GS II 

 
➢ Biden to reverse Trump policies on Day 1 
 

GS III 

 
➢ Karnataka tops in innovation show the index 

➢ ‘Biomedical waste sites must get authorisation’ 

➢ Infectious diseases bigger global threat than climate change: 

World Economic Forum report 

➢ Sudden stratospheric warmings: Why cold winters may 

persist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

2 

 

21/01/2021 Thursday 

  Biden to reverse Trump policies on Day 1 

Biden to reverse Trump policies on Day 1 

Issues: Climate politics and Climate denial (GS II) 

News: U.S. President Joe Biden plans to kick off his new administration on 

Wednesday with orders to restore the U.S. to the Paris climate accord and the 

World Health Organization. 

Highlights:  

1. Mr Biden will sign 15 orders and actions just hours after being sworn in as the 

U.S. leader to break from the policies of departing President Donald Trump 

and set new paths on immigration, the environment, fighting COVID-19 and 

the economy, they said. 

2. He also plans to send a bill to Congress to revamp immigration policies and 

give millions of undocumented migrants living inside the country a path to 

citizenship that the Trump administration denied. 

3. America's withdrawal from the international arena has impeded progress on 

the global response and left us more vulnerable to future pandemics. 

 

Karnataka tops in innovation show the index 

Issues Competitive federalism, Innovation and development (GS III) 

News: Karnataka retained its leadership position in the major States category in 

the second edition of India Innovation Index released by NITI Aayog on 

Wednesday. It was followed by Maharashtra. 

Highlights:  

1. Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Bihar scored the lowest on the index, which put 

them at the bottom in the “major States” category. 

2. Karnataka’s rank is attributable to its substantive number of venture capital 

deals, registered Geographical Indications and information and 

communications technology exports. Its high Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 

inflow has also enhanced the innovation capabilities of the State. 

3. The index demonstrates the centre's continued commitment towards 

transforming the country into an innovation-driven economy through 

competitive federalism among states. 
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  ‘Biomedical waste sites must get authorisation’ 

Issues: Biomedical waste impact on health and environment, AMR (GS III) 

News: The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed biomedical waste 

management facilities in the country to obtain authorisation from State pollution 

control boards while asking the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) to 

ensure strict compliance of biomedical waste management rules. Nevertheless, 

these rules are yet to be monitored and enforced on the ground. 

NGT order  

The authorities must ensure that waste is disposed of only through authorised 

agencies, common facilities are located as per sitting guidelines and there is 

environmental clearance. 

The scenario of bio-medical waste management in India 

According to the CPCB annual report of 2016, the total quantity of BMW 

generation in the country is approximately 517 tonnes per day (TPD). These 

figures are likely to increase close to 775.5 TPD by 2022. To grapple with these 

manifold increases in the generation of BMW, 199 common bio-medical waste 

treatment facilities (CBWTFs) are in operation and 23 are under construction 

(CPCB, 2017). 

However, as per CBWTF operators, setting up such facilities is not economically 

feasible for considering non-availability of funds for operation, non-compliance 

with segregation of such wastes at the HCFs level and non-payment of fees by 

them to the CBWTF personnel. One such is that most of the hospitals’ 

enforcement and monitoring of BMW Rules 2016 and its amendments in 2018 

are in lax.  

Implementation of Rules 

Despite having the BMWM legislation since 1998, followed by the changes in 

the recent past, many regions of the country still have a dearth of systematic 

efforts to mitigate risks associated with such waste. The legal obligation has been 

reduced to paper formality only and there is a lack of concern, motivation, 

awareness and cost factor in proper biomedical waste management. 

Impact: 

1. Increase in antimicrobial resistance (AMR) leading to the creation of 

superbugs. 

2. Release of toxic material to environment polluting air and water. 
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Way Forward 

To state a few, inventorisation of the total number of HCFs and the quantity of 

their waste generation needs to be addressed; training and awareness programme 

for healthcare personnel needs to be conducted; legal actions against defaulting 

HCFs and ill-operated CBWTFs is obligatory; a self-regulatory mechanism for 

monitoring and implementation for waste management should be encouraged, 

and well-timed efficient allocation of funds through central funding from 

National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) should be ensured. 

Combating this issue has thus, intertwined multifaceted humanitarian and 

environmental challenges for various communities of the country, and therefore, 

needs immediate responsiveness for our common world. 

 

Infectious diseases bigger global threat than climate change: 

World Economic Forum report 

Issues: Infectious diseases and extreme weather events (GS III) 

News: Infectious diseases pose the biggest livelihood and economic threat as 

witnessed during the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, 

according to the Global Risks Report, 2021 released virtually by WEF on January 

19. 

Highlights:  

1. The category was ranked tenth in the previous report, which said extreme 

weather and failure of climate change mitigation and adaptation would be the 

most damaging for the planet over the next 10 years.         

2. While it has been the worst-ever health crisis faced by the world, it held back 

the economic development in some of the poorest parts of the world.  As a 

result, the existing economic gap between the rich and poor in the world has 

widened. 

3. The human and economic costs of COVID-19 are severe and hence, infectious 

diseases are an immediate threat faced by the world at least for the next two 

years, cautioned the report. 

4. In the wake of COVID-19, the 16th edition of the WEF annual report added 

12 new risks to the previous list. They include the collapse of systemically 

important industries, social security systems or multilateral institutions, 

deteriorating mental health, mass youth disillusion, prolonged economic 
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stagnation, fracturing international relations, a ‘pervasive backlash’ against 

science, digital inequality and the failure of technology governance. 

5. The world’s youth will be severely affected by the pandemic, the report said. 

Rising unemployment, widening digital divides and youth disillusionment can 

have severe consequences in an era of compounded economic, environmental, 

geopolitical and technological risks. 

6. Extreme weather is the biggest climate-related risk. Five of the top 10 global 

risks in terms of impact and likelihood remain from the environmental 

category. 

 

  Sudden stratospheric warmings: Why cold winters may 

persist 

Issues: Climate change and impact on Indian weather (GS III) 

News: On January 5, 2021, a climatic phenomenon occurred several kilometres 

above the Arctic region, in the stratospheric layer of the Earth’s atmosphere. 

Highlights:  

1. It might have had an impact on global weather starting from the upper-most 

layer of the atmosphere known as the ‘thermosphere’ to the surface of the 

planet, even in the tropical regions. 

2. It might cause difficulties in satellite navigation, really cold winters in North 

America, northern Europe and Asia. Scientists now believe that it could also 

cause unusually heavy rainfall in the tropical regions like observed in 

Tamilnadu. 

3. Southern India received unusually heavy rainfall from January 1 to January 

17. This winter rain may have been caused by sudden stratospheric warming 

(SSW) far away in the Arctic region, some scientists said. Tamil Nadu 

received almost 10 times the rainfall that it received in this period.  

4. To add to this, climate change, especially a warming Arctic region, might be 

influencing these natural events. 

Background: 

What is the sudden stratospheric warming (SSW)? 

The stratosphere is the layer of the atmosphere from about 10-50 kilometres up. 

In the winter hemisphere, the pole is tilted away from the sun and is dark 24 hours. 

At the equator, the stratosphere receives incoming sunlight. There is, therefore, a 

large difference in temperature between the high latitude stratosphere and the 
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stratosphere at lower latitudes (a strong temperature gradient). This sets up strong 

winds blowing in a westerly direction around the cold air over the pole. 

This arrangement is known as the Stratospheric Polar Vortex (SPV). This forms 

every winter. On occasions, this vortex can become disturbed. The temperature 

can rise by up to 50 degrees Celsius in a few days (although it is still cold) and 

the winds can weaken, or even reverse. If the winds reverse, then sudden 

stratospheric warming (SSW) is said to have happened. 

The SSWs happen around six times a decade in the northern hemisphere, but only 

one has ever been observed in the southern hemisphere. This is because of the 

different arrangement of land and sea in the two hemispheres. In the northern 

hemisphere, there are more regions of land-sea temperature contrast, which can 

set up atmospheric waves that can disturb the vortex. In the southern hemisphere, 

there is much more sea, which is continuous around Antarctica. 

 


