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Pandemic resilience 

The report of the parliamentary Standing Committee on Home Affairs calling for 

a comprehensive Public Health Act, as a response to the extreme stresses caused 

by COVID-19, is a welcome call to reform a fragmented health system.  

Problems of Health care system:  

1. When the pandemic arrived, National Health Profile 2019 data showed that 
there were an estimated 0.55 government hospital beds for 1,000 people.  

2. Prolonged underinvestment in public health infrastructure thus left millions 
seeking help from a highly commercialised private sector with little regulatory 
oversight; the situation was even worse in rural areas, where care facilities are 
weaker, and urban workers fled to their villages, afraid of the cost of falling 
sick in cities.  

3. Acknowledging these distortions, and the inadequacy of existing legal 
frameworks, the panel has called for an omnibus law that will curb profiteering 
during such crises and provide robust cashless health insurance.  

4. Its indictment of the feverish commerce surrounding health-care provision, 
however, can serve a larger purpose if it covers overall system reform, 
addressing the structural asymmetry (focus on secondary and tertiary care 
neglecting primary care) created by misguided policies.  

5. India has committed itself to covenants such as the Sustainable Development 
Goals but continues to evade making the right to health a fully legal and 
justiciable right under the National Health Policy. 

Way forward: 

1. Malpractices in insurance can be addressed through a tax-funded system, with 

the government being the single and sole payer to care providers.  

2. The government, as the single-payer if not sole care provider at present, would 

be better able to resist commercial pressures in determining costs.  

3. This is equally applicable for central procurement of essential drugs, which 

can then be distributed free.  

4. Legal reform must provide for a time-bound transition to universal state-

provided health services under a rights-based, non-exclusionary framework, 

with States implementing it.  
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5. Private arrangements can be an option. COVID-19 has exposed the dangers of 

excessive reliance on private tertiary care. The corrective lies in raising public 

spending to the promised 2.5% of GDP on public facilities that are universally 

accessible. 

 

Five years since Paris, an opportunity to build back better 

December 12 marked the five-year anniversary of the Paris Agreement. The 

international community, including the European Union (EU) and India, gathered 

at the Climate Ambition Summit 2020 to celebrate and recognise our resolve in 

working towards a safer, more resilient world with net-zero emissions.  

Highlights:  

1. In December 2019, the European Commission launched the European Green 

Deal — a new growth model and roadmap to achieve climate neutrality in the 

EU by 2050. Our- “Next Generation EU” recovery package and our next long-

term budget earmark more than half a trillion euros to address climate change. 

2. No government can tackle climate change alone. We will pursue all avenues 

to foster cooperation with partners from all around the world. India is a key 

player in this global endeavour. The rapid development of solar and wind 

energy in India in the last few years is a good example of the action needed 

worldwide. 

3. The EU and India are committed to the full implementation of the Paris 

Agreement. India has taken a number of very significant flagship initiatives in 

this respect, such as the International Solar Alliance, the Coalition for Disaster 

Resilient Infrastructure and the Leadership Group for Industry Transition.  

Conclusion: 

Good public policies are indispensable but not sufficient. We will also need to 

foster small individual actions to attain a big collective impact. With climate 

neutrality as our goal, the world should mobilise its best scientists, business 

people, policymakers, academics, civil society actors and citizens to protect 

together something we all share beyond borders and species: our planet. 
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Playing a game of brinkmanship in Nepal 

On Nepali Prime Minister’s recommendation, President has dissolved Parliament 

before completion of its five-year term. Intra-party conflict, Mr Oli’s egoistic 

behaviour, and lack of organisational management are the reasons for this 

catastrophe. 

Highlights:  

1. A leader’s orientation and commitment are crucial for laying the foundation 

of democracy, he or she is expected to adhere to the minimum standards for 

building the system. 

2. Prime Minister’s decision is bereft of constitutional, political and 

circumstantial rationale.  

3. The NCP’s intra-party conflict is not ideological as all factions have accepted 

multi-party democracy despite their banners of Marxism-Leninism and 

Maoism it is more about ego and power hunger. 

4. The Oli government’s dismal failure to deliver, stories of scandals and 

corruption that dominated headlines, and eroding public faith in the capacity 

of governance also provided anti-Oli grist to critics in general.  

Conclusion: 

The fallout of Mr Oli’s decision is likely to turn the clock back. This means that 

the heydays of political instability will return along with the trend of 

fragmentation of political parties. But no government since 1990 has completed 

its full tenure of five years. With the country already grappling with the 

challenges of COVID-19, the new election will have multiplying effects. There 

seems to be no guarantee of stability and progress in Nepal. 

 


