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Privacy, a fundamental right the state must protect 

Issue:  Disclosure of the addresses of RTI applicants 

Concerns: 

1. An assertion that disclosure of addresses may serve the public interest in some 

cases is of little use 

2. Unauthorised or mandatory disclosure of such personal information 

(addresses) constitutes an infringement  

3. On the other hand, there is a significant public interest in not disclosing the 

personal information of RTI applicants. It may make him the target of violence 

and retaliation. 

High Court ruling 

1. The Uttar Pradesh government had put up posters with the personal details of 

people accused of allegedly destroying public property during the widespread 

protests against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act.  

2. These personal details included their photographs, names, and addresses.  

3. Following Puttaswamy, the Court found the action of State ‘nothing but an 

unwarranted interference in the privacy of people’.  

Conclusion: 

Protection of privacy for individual citizens and transparency of public authorities 

are two sides of the same coin. To insist that applicants must waive or make 

compromises on their right to privacy to exercise their rights under the 

transparency law is an unreasonable barrier that causes a chilling effect in the 

exercise of those rights. 

Background: 

KS Puttaswamy case: The litmus test for privacy infringement 

Privacy is a fundamental right that the state must respect and protect, and any 

state action has to be justified based on the four-pronged test articulated in the 

nine-judge Bench decision of Puttaswamy.  

1. The requirements of the backing of law;  

2. the law is in pursuance of a legitimate state purpose;  
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3. the proposed action having a rational nexus to such purpose;  

4. and the extent of infringement being necessary and proportionate to purpose 

constitute that test. 

 

Excellence in diversity 

Issue 

1. The significant expansion of the IIT system since 2008, after reservation was 

extended to student candidates belonging to Other Backward Classes, has 

resulted in a vexed situation in which these institutions are unable to find 

enough qualified faculty members, whose recruitment must also meet quota 

norms.  

2. Bound by the Central Educational Institutions (Reservation in Teachers’ 

Cadre) Act, 2019, the IITs must fulfil the important goal of affirmative action 

while making appointments.  

3. While the law is enabling, the benefit cannot be extended to many due to a 

severe mismatch between the demand and availability of technology research 

graduates.  

4. Last year, IIT Delhi had a staggering deficit of 30% in its teacher ranks, and 

there are 23 such institutes in India now, highlighting the scale of the crisis.  

The rationale of Affirmative action  

1. Diversity achieved through affirmative action such as compensatory 

discrimination in favour of some classes of citizens corrects historical 

distortions.  

2. For it to be fully realised, however, the concomitant is massive investments in 

the education system at all levels, which can raise the capability of students.  

3. It is now widely recognised that substituting traditional privilege with 

opportunity and the right facilities dispels the myth of innate merit. Such an 

approach ensures justice for those who were deprived.  

Way Forward: 

1. The IIT committee echoes this when it recommends a government-sponsored 

preparatory programme at the IITs which can help candidates eligible for the 
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reservation to get acquainted with high-quality academic work, and optionally 

prepare for a PhD if they aspire to be teachers.  

2. This is imperative, considering that such graduates will help fill not just 

vacancies in the IITs, but also aid the large number of other technical 

education institutions that aspire to research excellence.  

3. Governments must aim for progressive redistribution, for which policy should 

actively expand equal opportunity, starting with a strong, liberal public school 

system. This will strengthen diversity, and lay the foundation for the kind of 

scholarship that institutions of excellence need. 

 

Discouraging numbers 

Context: 

With a debilitating death toll and an economic recession, India has had among 
the worst effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. There is anecdotal evidence that 
the pandemic and lockdown measures have led to new complications related to 
food consumption and food security for impoverished Indians.  

National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5) 

1. An express indication of the possible scale of the crisis can be gleaned from 
the NFHS-5 (2019-20) which was conducted before the pandemic and its 
impact.  

2. The partially released early data from NFHS-5 for 22 States/Union Territories 
— data for U.P., M.P. Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan, Punjab, Jharkhand and Odisha 
are not yet out — shows a disappointing record on metrics such as child 
nutrition and adult anthropometric measurements, suggesting the exacerbation 
now of an already fraught situation.  

3. NFHS-5 shows that four key metrics for the nutritional status of children 
declined in 2019-20 compared to levels in 2015-16 (NFHS-4) in many of the 
surveyed States. The percentage of anaemic, wasted and stunted children has 
increased in many states. 

4. On the flip side, NFHS-5 also flags improvements in other social and 
environmental factors that contribute to malnutrition and poor health 
outcomes — in access to sanitation, clean cooking fuels and bank accounts, 
reduction in spousal violence and child marriage which reflect well being of 
women.  
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Conclusion: 

The complications arising out of the pandemic should make the Centre and States 

refocus on welfare delivery as a concerted strategy to eradicate hunger and 

extreme poverty.  

 

The long road to food security 

Hunger and Malnutrition Data:  

India’s malnutrition levels are almost twice the level of many African countries. 

The Global Hunger Index 2020 report has given India the 94th rank among 107 

countries, much behind Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Nepal. As per an UN-FAO 

report, 194 million people go hungry every day in India, comprising about 23% 

of the world’s undernourished population. This flies in the face of the landmark 

Right to Food case, in which the Supreme Court declared Right to Food as part 

of Article 21 of the Constitution, that is, the Right to Life. 

Paradox of Hunger 

1. The country reached self-sufficiency in agricultural production some time ago, 

and yet, mass hunger is rampant across States.  

2. India produces more than the estimated amount required to feed the entire 

population (in 2018-19, India produced 283.37 million tons of food grains).  

3. The country ranks first in millets and second in rice and wheat production in 

the world. India’s horticultural crops, such as fruits and vegetables, are also in 

surplus (over 313 million tons in 2018-19). 

The poor management of the food ecosystem in India 

1. However, according to data released by the Department of Consumer Affairs, 

almost 62,000 tons of food grains were damaged in Food Corporation of India 

warehouses between 2011 and 2017.  

2. A study conducted by the Indian Council for Research on International 

Economic Relations found that while there is a proliferation of millions of 

ineligible and bogus ration cards, there are also, simultaneously, a multitude 

of genuinely poor families that do not even possess ration cards. These data 

expose the poor management of the food ecosystem in India. 
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Way Forward: 

1. To ensure India’s food security, a two-pronged policy is needed. Firstly, the 

government must ensure remunerative prices for farm produce. For this, the 

Minimum Support Price (MSP) should be made available to the maximum 

range of farm products. This will enhance the purchasing power of farmers so 

that they can purchase essential food items.  

2. Secondly, it is crucial that India improves the Public Distribution System and 

Public Procurement. 

3. The World Food Programme (WFP) includes 60 grams of pulses in its typical 

food basket, alongside cereals, oils and sugar and salt. Hence, this is an ideal 

time to include pulses too in our Public Distribution System. 

 


