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India set to exceed climate targets: Modi 

India was not only on track to fulfilling its climate commitments but would go 

further, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said at the Climate Action Summit on 

Saturday. However, he refrained from announcing enhanced ambitions or targets. 

Highlights: 

1. The online event was organised to mark five years since the signing of the 

Paris Agreement, in which 190 countries committed to taking action to limit 

global temperature from rising beyond 2 degrees Celsius. 

2. India had reduced its emissions intensity by 21% since 2005. Installed solar 

capacity had grown to 36 gigawatts in 2020. The country’s renewable energy 

capacity was the fourth largest in the world and would reach 175GW before 

2022. 

3. India has now an even more ambitious target, 450GW of energy capacity by 

2030. We have also succeeded in increasing forest cover. 

4. India had pioneered the International Solar Alliance as well as the Coalition 

for Disaster Relief. 

 

A turnaround in J&K on Roshni Act 

The Roshni Act  

Enacted in 2001 the Roshni Act was an ambitious project to meet J&K’s chronic 

power crisis and raise funds to set up hydroelectricity projects to generate extra 

power. By regularizing land under occupation of locals the state sought to raise 

funds to provide a stimulus to the ailing and debt-ridden power sector.  

Subsequent amendments to the act 

1. It extended the cut-off date from 1990 to 2004, which was later extended till 

2007.  

2. Further relaxation was granted to occupants on the market prices fixed earlier 

in 2001. 

CAG report 

The CAG tabled a report before the J&K assembly in 2014 and pointed out 

irregularities. The CAG described the Act as a “₹25,000 crore fraud”. 



 

3 

 

13.12.2020        Sunday 

PIL against the act 

Public interest litigation (PIL) alleged that politicians, bureaucrats and revenue 

officers were hands in glove in committing fraud under the Act. In 2018, then 

governor Satya Pal Malik repealed the Act, saying it failed to meet its objectives. 

HC verdict 

1. J&K High Court declared the Act “unconstitutional” in October 2020.  

2. Acting on the HC observations, the J&K government declared all the actions 

taken under the Act “null and void”. 

3. Later, the J&K government filed a review petition saying “a large number of 

Landless cultivators and individuals would suffer. 

 

Centre-Bengal clash on IPS deputation 

Citing a Union Home Ministry letter asking the West Bengal government to send 

three IPS officers on Central deputation, the Trinamool Congress on Saturday 

alleged that the Centre was pressuring the West Bengal police and officials. 

The officers were deployed during BJP president J.P. Nadda’s visit to the 

Diamond Harbour when his motorcade came under attack. 

Deputation Rules: 

1. The three IPS officers, who were summoned on Saturday by the Ministry of 

Home Affairs (MHA) to serve in the central deputation, have no option but to 

abide by the order and the West Bengal government is bound to relieve them.  

2. According to the Indian Police Service (Cadre) Rules, 1954, a cadre officer 

may, with the concurrence of the state governments concerned and the 

Centre, be deputed for service under the central government or another state 

government or under a company, association or body of individuals, whether 

incorporated or not, which is wholly or substantially owned or controlled by 

the central government or by another state government.  

3. However it "Provided that in case of any disagreement, the matter shall be 

decided by the central government and the state government or state 

governments concerned shall give effect to the decision of the central 

government. 
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Not in favour of imposing family planning, govt. tells SC 

The Centre told the Supreme Court on Saturday that it was against coercing 

couples into having a “certain number of children” in a bid to curb population 

explosion. 

Highlights: 

1. In fact, the government said the years from 2001 to 2011 witnessed the 

sharpest decline in the decadal growth rate of the Indian population in 100 

years. 

2. The Family Welfare Programme in India is voluntary in nature, which enables 

couples to decide the size of their family and adopt the family planning 

methods best suited to them, according to their choice, without any 

compulsion. 

3. It said India was a signatory to the Programme of Action (POA) of the 

International Conference on Population and Development, 1994, which was 

unequivocally against coercion in family planning.  

4. International experience shows that coercion is counterproductive and leads 

to demographic distortions 

5. The government said India had been witnessing a “constant decline” in the 

total fertility rate (TFR) anyways. Parents today do not wish more than 2 

children in most of the regions. 

 

Hunger continued even after lockdown: report 

Context: The government’s decision to withdraw free foodgrains under the 

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY) is questionable under given 

circumstances. 

Highlights:  

1. The survey, called Hunger Watch, recorded responses from marginalised and 

excluded communities, such as the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes 

and minority religious communities including Muslims, 80% of whom earned 

less than ₹7,000 a month before the lockdown in March.  
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2. These vulnerable groups faced discriminations and difficulties in procuring 

supplies during and after lockdown. 

3. The people surveyed said their consumption of rice, wheat, pulses, vegetables 

and eggs or meat decreased. 

4. Asked about their perception of the drop in the quantity of the food as 

compared to pre-COVID 19, nearly 66% of people said they were having less 

than the quantity they used to eat. 

The link between food insecurity and Income insecurity 

This food insecurity is a direct result of economic precariousness — 43% of those 

surveyed had no income immediately after the lockdown in April and May, and 

only 3% of them have returned to the pre-lockdown income levels. As many as 

56% without any income at the beginning of the lockdown still had no income. 

 

Emergency use of COVID-19 vaccines 

The story so far: The Pune-based Serum Institute of India and Bharat Biotech of 

Hyderabad have not finished testing its vaccines, but they chose to approach the 

drug regulator seeking ‘emergency use’ provisions. True to its name regulator 

advised providing data of efficacy and safety first. 

Emergency use authorisation (EUA) for drugs and vaccines 

The conventional process to approve new drugs or vaccines is to subject them to 

a clinical trial process. First safety in animals, progressively testing in larger 

groups of people is needed, the trials in phase 1, 2 and 3  all of this takes a lot of 

time.  

However, there may be several situations when the approval process must be 

hastened — for instance, there is an outbreak with no proven drugs/vaccines are 

at hand, or a drug or vaccine has been properly tested in one country and known 

to save lives and will evidently be useful in another country. It is under such 

circumstances that health regulators allow accelerated approvals under EUA.  

EUA in India 

India does not have an explicit EUA provision. However, a section in the New 

Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules mentions an ‘accelerated approval process’. 
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Depending on the severity of the disease, urgency, rarity or the lack of alternative 

treatments, the regulator has the right to waive local clinical trials if a drug has 

been approved elsewhere.  

Vaccine makers such as Serum Institute of India (SII), Bharat Biotech (BB), and 

Zydus Cadila, too, have been allowed to rely on the efficacy of data from other 

countries, or limited human trials to accelerate their testing process. 

Background: 

1. The Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO) is the Central 

Drug Authority for discharging functions assigned to the Central Government 

under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act.  

2. Regulatory control over the import of drugs, approval of new drugs and 

clinical trials. 

 

Higher than the Himalayas 

China and Nepal reach a consensus on the peak’s height, signalling closer ties. 

Historical Background:  

1. In negotiation in the 1960s, it was decided that China-Nepal would pass right 

through the summit, and it can be accessed from both Nepal and Tibet. 

2. The summit has a long story that involves the complicated 20th-century 

dynamics between British India, Nepal, Tibet and China. For China, the status 

of Everest, as Mao declared, was also inextricably linked to the sensitive issue 

of the status of Tibet. 

‘Peak of friendship’ (CHINA-NEPAL) 

1. Six decades on after the boundary negotiations, the story took another step 

towards resolution on December 8, when Nepal and China jointly announced 

the new height of Mount Everest as 8,848.86 meters in a high-profile virtual 

ceremony — 86 cm taller than the widely accepted previous height, which was 

calculated by the Survey of India in 1954. 

2. In truth, there was little real need for a joint survey. It was all aimed at showing 

how both sides were, by coming to a consensus about their past, taking a big 

stride into a future of closer relations. Sentiment about Everest remains strong 

in both countries.  
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Tourism value 

Nepal and China have increasingly been pushing hard to capitalise on the tourism 

value of the peak. 

Background: 

“Higher than the Himalayas” is the somewhat over-the-top phrase used by China 

and Pakistan to describe their strategic relationship. 

 

Bringing life back to Western Ghats grasslands 

Tropical montane grasslands (TMG) in the Shola Sky Islands of the Western 

Ghats have suffered big reductions due to invasions by exotic trees such as 

acacias, pines and eucalyptus, shrinking the range sizes of endemic species, 

including plants, birds, amphibians and mammals. Some populations are being 

driven to local extinction. 

Highlights: 

1. Researchers have now identified areas suitable for grassland restoration and 

conservation to reverse the decline. 

2. They focus on identifying grassland restoration sites using satellite images and 

have recommended careful removal of young and isolated exotic trees at the 

invasion front and restoring grasslands, instead of removing dense stands of 

mature exotic trees. 

3. TMG are high elevation grasslands forming only 2% of all grasslands in the 

world. Among their functions is regulating the global carbon cycle and serving 

as a source of water to downstream communities.  

4. In India, TMG has even been classified as wastelands in forest management 

plans since they are unlikely to generate revenue, contrary to the timber (even 

if exotic) found in forests. For the same reason, their conservation is avoided. 

5. Loss of grasslands due to invasive exotic trees is a “novel threat” through the 

establishment and expansion of exotic tree plantations. In the Western Ghats, 

23% of montane grasslands were reportedly converted into invasive exotic 

tree cover over a period of 44 years. 

Background: 

Study identified sites for grassland restoration in the Nilgiris, Palani Hills and 

Anamalai.  


