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Connecting more people 

Crux: A rapid scale-up of the Internet in rural India will be transformative, given 

the low level of penetration — 27.57 subscribers per 100 population in 2019 - 

and wi-fi linked to broadband fibre service is the fastest route to achieving that. 

Public wi-fi is a low-cost option to reach unserved citizens and grow the 

economy. 

Highlights: 

1. Bringing broadband internet to remote locations at minimum investment, and 

giving subscribers the option of making small, need-based payments to use it 

has remained a challenge thus far. The PM WANI aims to bridge that divide 

using wireless technologies.  

2. Potentially, Internet access will connect a new wave of users to education, 

telehealth and agriculture extension.  

3. Public wi-fi suffered neglect because it was seen as a competitor to data 

services sold by mobile telecom firms, rather than as the complementary 

technology it is. 

4. The WANI system offers an elegant way forward to connect low revenue 

consumers. It opens up opportunities for community organisations, libraries, 

educational institutions, panchayats and small entrepreneurs to tap into a 

whole new ecosystem, purchasing bandwidth from a public data office 

aggregator to serve local consumers.  

5. What the citizen expects is robust service, protection of data integrity, 

transparency on commercial use of data, and security against cyberattacks.  

6. Existing public wi-fi options run on a limited scale by some entities compel 

consumers to pay through a single gateway app, underscoring the need for 

reform.  

Background: 

According to TRAI, in most major economies, for 50%-70% of their total usage 

time, mobile users use WiFi technology to communicate. However, in India, this 

figure is less than 10%. Service providers had in 2018 stated that they aimed to 

provide 5 lakh hotspots by March 31, 2019, and 10 lakh hotspots by September 

30, 2019. However, these targets have not been achieved. 
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Salient Features of PM-WANI 

This Public Wi-Fi Access Network Interface will be known as PM-WANI. PM-

WANI ecosystem will be operated by different players as described herein under: 

1. Public Data Office (PDO): It will establish, maintain, and operate only WANI 

compliant Wi-Fi Access Points and deliver broadband services to subscribers. 

2. Public Data Office Aggregator (PDOA): It will be an aggregator of PDOs and 

perform the functions relating to Authorization and Accounting. 

3. App Provider: It will develop an App to register users and discover WANI 

compliant Wi-Fi hotspots in the nearby area and display the same within the 

App for accessing the internet service. 

4. Central Registry: It will maintain the details of App Providers, PDOAs, and 

PDOs. To begin with, the Central Registry will be maintained by C-DoT. 

5. While no registration would be required for PDOs, PDOAs and App Providers 

will get themselves registered with DoT through the online registration portal. 

Significance: 

1. The move, aimed at helping accelerate the uptake of broadband Internet 

services through WiFi, will not require the PDOs/PDOAs to get a license or 

pay a fee. 

2. Availability and use of Broadband through WiFi will enhance incomes, 

employment, quality of life, ease of doing business etc. 

3. PM-WANI is going to be a powerful transformative digital platform to 

empower ordinary Indian. it offers a lot of scope for various sectors, 

particularly education. 

 


