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Current Affairs of the Day 
 

 ‘India will not accept less than the bottom line in talks with China’ 

 Honey, the sweetener on your plate may be sugar syrup 

 Boris Johnson invited as chief guest for R-Day 

 ‘India approaches China bilaterally, with the challenge of global 

rebalancing’ 

 China buys first Indian rice in decades amid scarce supply 
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‘India will not accept less than the bottom line in talks with 

China’ 

 

Talks with China on the Line of Actual Control (LAC) could take much longer, 

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar indicated on Wednesday, drawing a 

parallel to a similar military stand-off in Arunachal Pradesh’s ‘Sumdorong Chu’ 

in 1986 that took nearly nine years to resolve. 

Diplomacy: 

1. India and China must take a “long view” of the border dispute and not just the 

“incidents” at the LAC this year. 

2. China should avoid dealing with India through the prism of a “third party”, 

(India’s close ties with the United States). 

3. The bottom line is that China has violated past agreements by amassing troops 

at the border and that if “peace and tranquillity” at the border are disturbed the 

rest of the India-China relationship is affected. 

4. India had undertaken an “enormous military response” in reaction to the 

Chinese deployment.  
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Honey, the sweetener on your plate may be sugar syrup 

Honey marketed by prominent Indian brands failed a key test of purity, the Centre 
for Science and Environment (CSE) has claimed. 

The Test:  

1. Current regulations specify around 18 parameters that honey must comply 
with for producers to label it ‘pure honey’. 

2. Most brands passed muster but when subjected to one test, called Nuclear 
Magnetic Resonance (NMR, that can ascertain the composition of a product 
at the molecular level) that was done at a lab in Germany, only three brands 
could pass. 

3. The NMR test is not required by Indian law for honey that is being marketed 
locally but is needed for export. 

Highlights:  

1. The research found that sugar syrups are so designed that they can go 
undetected. 

2. The CSE investigation also said some Indian companies were importing 
synthetic sugar syrups from China to adulterate honey. 

Prelims: 

1. Honey adulteration with sugar syrup  

 

Boris Johnson invited as chief guest for R-Day 

India has invited the U.K. Prime Minister Boris Johnson as chief guest for the 

Republic Day celebrations in January 2021 and a decision on this is awaited from 

London, according to diplomatic sources. 

Highlights: 

1. There has been no top-level visit since the U.S. President Donald Trump’s 

visit in February due to COVID-19. Also, with the number of COVID-19 

cases in India crossing 9.5 million, there is still no clarity on the Republic Day 

celebrations next year. 

2. The leaders reiterated their shared desire to impart a quantum jump to the 

India-U.K. partnership in the post-COVID, post-Brexit era, and agreed that 
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there was tremendous potential for enhancing collaboration in trade and 

investment, scientific research, mobility of professionals and students, and 

defence and security. 

3. The two countries are close to signing a government-to-government 

agreement on jet engine technology development. The U.K. has also made a 

pitch to India for joint technology development of sixth-generation fighter 

technology. 

 

‘India approaches China bilaterally, with the challenge of global 

rebalancing’ 

Bottom line: Complicated issues will take time to sort out and a mutually 

respectful and mutually sensitive path is best for the long-term future, says 

External Affairs Minister 

Managing China Rise 

1. Nearly eight months into the LAC stand-off, the sense is that the government’s 

reaction has been more diplomatic rather than trying to push back against 

China. There seems to be a ‘sense of fatalism disguised as deliberation’. 

2. There has been an enormous military response from India also.  

3. The bottom line right now is that we have bilateral agreements that commit 

both countries not to amassing a large number of forces along the LAC. If that 

is disturbed, as has been the case this year, then obviously, the rest of the 

relationship cannot be unaffected. 

4. India approaches China more bilaterally, but with the challenge of global 

rebalancing. In contrast, China seems to be more affected by third parties, 

whether in Indo-pacific region, or whether in their global calculations.  

5. So, for the long-term future, it is important that we take a bilateral path that is 

mutually respectful and mutually sensitive. 

Delayed Liberalization: 

1. It is being said that delayed liberalisation is a big burden on foreign policy. At 

the same time there is criticism of free trade agreements and globalisation 

recently.  
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2. However, the real issue for any country, especially ours, is what are the terms 

with which you enter the globalisation process and engage? The key is, 

negotiate better, get better terms, what works for us. 

 

China buys first Indian rice in decades amid scarce supply 

China has begun importing Indian rice for the first time in at least three decades 

due to tightening supplies from Thailand, Myanmar and Vietnam and an offer of 

sharply discounted prices from Indian industry. 

Highlights: 

1. India is the world’s biggest rice exporter and China the biggest importer. 

Beijing buys about 4 million tonnes a year but has avoided purchases from 

India, citing quality issues. 

2. The rice imports come despite political tensions over a border dispute in the 

Himalayas. 

3. India has since tightened rules for investments from China and banned dozens 

of Chinese mobile apps. Although the public mood in India has been anti-

China, the country has remained engaged with Indian businesses. 

Prelims: 

1. Import export trends of major commodities. 

 

Q. Among the following, which one is the largest exporter of rice in the world 

in the last five years? (2019 prelims) 

a. China 

b. India 

c. Myanmar 

d. Vietnam 


