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In Colombo, Ajit Doval meets Sampanthan 

News: National Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval met senior Sri Lankan 

Tamil leader R. Sampanthan, before wrapping up his two-day visit for a 

trilateral discussion on maritime cooperation and security. It remains unclear if 

a political solution to Sri Lanka’s long-pending Tamil question or the prospect 

of a constitutional settlement was discussed. 
 

Highlights:  

1. However, the meeting with Mr Sampanthan, whose Tamil National Alliance 

has ten MPs in the 225-member legislature, assumes significance, coming 

two months after Prime Minister Narendra Modi highlighted India’s 

concerns about the rights of the Tamil minorities, in a virtual summit with 

his Sri Lankan counterpart. 

2. Prime Minister Modi called on the Government of Sri Lanka to address the 

aspirations of the Tamil people for equality, justice, peace and respect within 

a united Sri Lanka, including by carrying forward the process of 

reconciliation with the implementation of the 13th Amendment to the 

Constitution. 

3. The Rajapaksa administration has promised to draft a new Constitution, but 

some prominent members in the government openly oppose the Amendment 

and the provincial council system consequent on the Indo-Lanka Accord that 

was signed in 1987. 
 

Background: 
 

What is the 13 amendment? 

1. It is an outcome of the Indo-Lanka Accord of July 1987, signed by the then 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and President J.R. Jayawardene, in an attempt 

to resolve Sri Lanka’s ethnic conflict that had aggravated into a full-fledged 

civil war, between the armed forces and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 

Eelam, which led the struggle for Tamils’ self-determination and sought a 

separate state.  

2. The 13th Amendment, which led to the creation of Provincial Councils, 

assured a power sharing arrangement to enable all nine provinces in the 

country, including Sinhala majority areas, to self-govern.  
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3. Subjects such as education, health, agriculture, housing, land and police are 

devolved to the provincial administrations, but because of restrictions on 

financial powers and overriding powers given to the President, the provincial 

administrations have not made much headway. In particular, the provisions 

relating to police and land have never been implemented.  
 

Why is it contentious? 

The 13th Amendment carries considerable baggage from the country’s civil war 

years. It was opposed vociferously by both Sinhala nationalist parties and the 

LTTE. The former thought it was too much power to share, while the Tigers 

deemed it too little.  
 

Why is the 13th Amendment significant? 

Till date, the 13th Amendment represents the only constitutional provision on 

the settlement of the long-pending Tamil question. In addition to assuring a 

measure of devolution, it is considered part of the few significant gains since the 

1980s, in the face of growing Sinhala-Buddhist majoritarianism from the time 

Sri Lanka became independent in 1948. 
 

Who wants it abolished and why? 

Influential Cabinet ministers deem the councils “white elephants”, and argue 

that in a small country the provinces could be effectively controlled by the 

Centre. The opposition camp also includes those fundamentally opposed to 

sharing any political power with the Tamil minority. 

 

China nod for a downstream dam on the Brahmaputra 

 

News: China’s media reported on Sunday that authorities have given the go-

ahead for a Chinese hydropower company to construct the first downstream 

dam on the lower reaches of the Brahmaputra river or Yarlung Zangbo as it is 

known in Tibet, marking a new phase in China’s hydropower exploitation of the 

river with potential ramifications for India. 
 

Highlights: 

1. China in 2015 operationalised its first hydropower project at Zangmu in 

Tibet, while three other dams at Dagu, Jiexu and Jiacha are being developed, 
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all on the upper and middle reaches of the river. The report said this will be 

the first time the downstream sections of the river will be tapped. 

2. India has expressed concerns to China over the four dams on the upper and 

middle reaches, though Indian officials have said the dams are not likely to 

impact the quantity of the Brahmaputra’s flows in India greatly because they 

are only storing water for power generation and the Brahmaputra is not 

entirely dependent on upstream flows with an estimated 35% of its basin in 

India. 

3. A dam at the Great Bend, if approved, would raise fresh concerns, 

considering its location downstream and just across the border from 

Arunachal Pradesh. 
 

Learn Through Graphics: Great Bend where China is Planning to 

construct a Dam 

 
 


