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Governor okays U.P. conversion ordinance 

News: Uttar Pradesh Governor Anandiben Patel promulgated an ordinance on 

unlawful conversion days after it was passed by the Yogi Adityanath Cabinet, 

officials said on Saturday. 
 

Highlights:  

The ordinance makes religious conversion a cognisable and non-bailable 

offence, inviting penalties of up to 10 years in prison if found to be effected for 

marriage or through misrepresentation, undue influence, coercion, allurement or 

other allegedly fraudulent means. 
 

The Apex Court: Stanislaus Case (1977) 

1. While upholding the validity of the Freedom of Religion Acts of Madhya 

Pradesh and Odisha, in Stanislaus (1977), the Supreme Court had held that 

the “right to propagate” religion did not include the “right to convert”.  

2. However, those early laws did not bar conversions by marriage. The 

Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and the proposed U.P. law would be 

vulnerable on that score.  

3. After the Court’s “right to privacy” judgment, and the Shafin Jahan-Hadiya 

case (2018), it would be no more constitutional to use “marriage” as a 

ground for prohibiting conversion, as it involves the rights of privacy, choice 

and marital freedom.  

4. Further, all such previous laws were seen as “public order” legislation — the 

claim is that “forced” or “fraudulent” conversions lead to disturbance of 

order. 

 

India to host SCO summit tomorrow 

 

News: India will host the Heads of Government Council meeting of the eight-

nation Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) on Monday, but Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi will not attend the meeting, which will be chaired by 

Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu instead. 
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Highlights: 

1. It will be the first time that a summit-level meeting will be held under India’s 

chairmanship since it gained full membership of the organisation in 2017. 

2. This summit is held annually at the level of Prime Ministers of SCO and 

deals primarily with the trade and economic agenda of the organisation. 
 

Background: 

1. The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), or Shanghai Pact is a 

Eurasian political, economic, and security alliance, it's creation was 

announced on June 15, 2001, in Shanghai, China. 

2. The SCO is widely regarded as the "Alliance of the East", due to its growing 

centrality in Asia-Pacific, and has been the primary security pillar of the 

region. 

3. Engagement with SCO is like a paradox for India as India wants to fight 

against terrorism through a body that includes states that pose the biggest 

threats to Indian security i.e. Pakistan. 

4. It is also notable that all SCO members, barring India, are enthusiastic 

supporters of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

5. Also, the other agenda of the summit would be to sell the Gwadar Port and 

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) as a potential passage to 

landlocked Central Asian states. But CPEC passes through territory over 

which India claims its sovereignty. 

6. Terrorism is likely to be approached from the angle of improving the 

situation in Afghanistan and not necessarily of curbing the terrorist elements 

emanating from Pakistan. 

7. Also through BRI and SCO, China will be successful in uniting Eurasia to 

challenge a united Europe. This scenario will prompt China and Russia to 

enter into a new era of global strategic partnership. This might not be in 

India's strategic interest. 
 



 

4 

 

29.11.2020 Sunday 

 
 

Mains: 

1. Despite the huge potential for collaboration, regional aspirations of Central 

Asian countries contradict with India’s goals. Comment. 

 
Neighbours agree on intel sharing 

News: India, Sri Lanka and the Maldives on Saturday agreed to expand the 

scope of intelligence sharing, including terrorism and cybersecurity, after a meet 

in which they discussed “common security threats”. 
 

Highlights: 

1. The 4th National Security Adviser-level trilateral Maritime Security 

Cooperation meeting — the practice has been revived after a six-year gap — 

sought to promote meaningful cooperation in the Indian Ocean Region, with 

focus on common issues pertaining to maritime security. 

2. The three countries also exchanged views on common security threats and 

agreed to broad-base cooperation by expanding the scope to improve 

intelligence sharing and include issues like terrorism, radicalisation, 

extremism, drugs, arms and human trafficking, money laundering, 
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cybersecurity and effect of climate change on maritime environment, 

according to the statement. 

 

 

Unilateralism is hurting the global economy: Prabhu 

 

Crux: There is a need to revive multilateralism in order to boost prospects of 

meeting the world’s immediate challenges of providing COVID-19 vaccines 

universally along with healthcare coverage, reviving the global economy and 

mitigating climate change. 
 

Denial of multilateralism 

The global economy is under threat — now clearly because of the pandemic — 

but it was already slowing down before that. Denial of multilateralism is also 

one of the reasons economies slowed down more. 
 

‘Smaller digital world’ 

“Now, look at the paradox that is emerging: technology will make the world 

smaller, the digital economy will make it even more integrated, at the same 

time, we are not accepting this reality by turning our back to it. 
 

Unilateralism will create more Challenges 

A lack of multilateralism is going to create more challenges in dealing with 

global issues — whether it’s economy, healthcare or climate change. If you 

want to revive the economy, you cannot do so by turning inwards, but by 

integrating with the rest of the world with transparent and democratic rules-

based mechanisms. Here, multilateral bodies such as the World Trade 

Organisation (WTO) and the United Nations (UN) remain relevant. 

 

Ayurvedic doctors and sanction for surgeries 

 

Context: On November 20, the Central Council of Indian Medicine, a statutory 

body set up under the AYUSH Ministry to regulate Indian systems of medicine, 

issued a gazette notification allowing postgraduate (PG)Ayurvedic practitioners 

to receive formal training for a variety of general surgery, ENT, ophthalmology 
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and dental procedures. The decision follows the amendment to the Indian 

Medicine Central Council (Post Graduate Ayurvedic Education) Regulations, 

2016, to allow PG students of Ayurveda to practise general surgery. 
 

Non-allopathic doctors performing surgery: legal and medical aspect 

1. Short-term training to equip them to conduct surgeries and will dilute the 

medicine standards in India 

2. As such, the postgraduate Ayurvedic surgical training is not short-term but a 

formal three-year course. Whether the surgeries conducted in Ayurvedic 

medical colleges and hospitals have the same standards and outcomes as 

allopathic institutions require explication and detailed formal enquiry, in the 

interest of patient safety. 
 

Perilous combination 

An apprenticeship model for Ayurvedic surgeons working with allopathic 

surgeons might fall into a regulatory grey zone. It might require retraining 

Ayurvedic practitioners in the science of surgical approaches in modern 

medicine. Even then, there might be a limit to what they are allowed to do. Any 

such experiment can put patient safety in peril, and hence, will need careful 

oversight and evaluation. 
 

Mid-level care providers — Community Health Providers 

1. The passing of the National Medical Commission Act in 2019 allowed for 

the formalisation of proposals to induct mid-level care providers — 

Community Health Providers — in primary healthcare in India, who would 

serve at health and wellness centres across the country, and focus on primary 

healthcare provision, with a limited range of medicines allowed for them to 

use for the treatment of patients.  

2. This move had also attracted strong opposition from modern medicine 

practitioners, who branded this as a form of quackery through half-baked 

doctors.  

3. Several countries have been using mid-level care providers, such as nurse 

practitioners, to enhance access to healthcare, though with strict safeguards 

around training, certification, and standards. 
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Rural care deficit 

1. The shortage and unwillingness of allopathic doctors, including surgeons, to 

serve in rural areas is now a chronic issue.  

2. The government has tried to address this by mechanisms such as rural bonds, 

a quota for those who have served in rural service in postgraduate seats, as 

well as, more recently, a plan to work on increasing the number of medical 

colleges and postgraduate seats. However, we would probably still continue 

to fall short of enough trained specialists in rural areas.  

3. We need to explore creative ways of addressing this gap by evidence-based 

approaches, such as task-sharing, supported by efficient and quality referral 

mechanisms.  

4. The advent of mid-level healthcare providers, such as Community Health 

Providers in many States, is also an opportunity to shift some elements of 

healthcare (preventive, promotive, and limited curative) to these providers 

while ensuring clarity of role and career progression. 
 

Rural areas have an equal right to quality care 

Many patients prefer to receive treatment exclusively from AYUSH providers, 

while some approach this form of treatment as a complement to the existing 

allopathic treatment they are receiving. For invasive procedures, like surgery, 

the risk element can be high. Patients have a right to know and understand who 

their surgeon would be, what system of medicine they belong to, and their 

expertise and level of training. There should not be a difference in the quality of 

care between urban and rural patients — everyone deserves a right to quality 

and evidence-based care from trained professionals. 

 

How China is controlling COVID-19 

 

Bottom line: That China has broadly returned to normalcy, with people coming 

back to work in June and July, students returning to schools and colleges in 

August, and a surge in domestic tourism during the October national holiday 

that almost matched pre-pandemic levels, has been greeted abroad with a 

mixture of scepticism and incredulity. 
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Locking down 

1. How China managed to prevent the outbreak in Wuhan and Hubei province 

from spreading across the country in the early part of the year was one key 

factor in its COVID-19 battle. 

2. Cases in all of China outside Hubei would peak by late February because of 

tight restrictions that stopped all domestic travel and travel into China, 

essentially bringing all movement, and spread of the infection, to a grinding 

halt. 

3. In parallel with the lockdown, the period was the implementation of the 

world’s most expansive test and trace system that allowed authorities to stay 

ahead of the curve, with a suffocating approach that eventually helped bring 

cases through local transmission down to zero in most of China by the 

summer. 

4. China by no means is COVID-19- free but has been able to ensure low 

numbers since the summer by sustaining a suffocating “zero infection” 

approach to small clusters that have been reported since. 

5. China has also been stringent on international travel, not only continuing to 

limit the number of flights but among few countries mandating 14 days 

quarantine for every international traveller at government-designated hotels.  

6. China has also been very selective in organising repatriation flights and 

discouraged those overseas from returning, an approach that has been 

criticised by Chinese citizens and students stranded abroad, including many 

in India. 
 

Masking up 

Enforcing near-universal mask use has been another important measure, made 

possible not just in China but in much of East Asia by raising public awareness, 

helped by memories from the first SARS epidemic in 2002. Mandatory and 

universal mask use, Chinese experts say, has been crucial in containing the 

spread.  
 

Some of China’s stringent “zero infection”— targeted strategies, such as 

enforced centralised quarantine even for asymptomatic cases, restrictions on 

international travellers, and the mass testing of entire cities, maybe unpalatable 

measures that democratic governments may find difficult to enforce. They have, 

however, been broadly backed by the public in China. At the same time, other 
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simple but effective measures such as getting people to mask up properly and 

spreading the right message on mask use right from early February, were 

critical and invaluable, even if those messages have yet to filter through in much 

of the rest of the world. 

 

The complexities of cyclone forecasting 

Context: Relatively fewer lives were lost during Nivar compared to the havoc 

wreaked by Amphan in West Bengal in May. What aided relief operations in the 

anticipation of Nivar was that it largely conformed to forecasts issued by the 

India Meteorological Department (IMD). 
 

Cyclones forecasting 

1. Over the years, India’s ability to track the formation of cyclones has 

improved significantly.  

2. Depending on where a storm is forming, radars send pulses of radio waves to 

gauge the size as well as the speed at which water droplets are moving. It is 

usually possible to detect a potential storm at least four-five days in 

advance.  

3. The IMD also collaborates with similar international networks, such as the 

Japan Meteorological Agency, the U.S. National Hurricane Center, and the 

U.S. Central Pacific Hurricane Center, and these bodies constantly send 

warnings and forecasts about changes in the ocean weather.  

4. The near-ubiquity of ocean-buoys that track changes in ocean sea surface 

temperatures as well as dedicated meteorological satellites improve the odds 

of early detection. 
 

Forecasting and preparedness 

1. Forecasts, on their own, are important, but they cannot override the 

importance of preparedness by State agencies.  

2. The formation of cyclones is preceded by ‘depressions’, and they are often 

the first warnings. Not all depressions become cyclones, but many coastal 

States — especially those with a history of being battered — begin 

organising shelters and evacuation of coastal residents.  

3. Sea pockets, where cyclones form, are also places that drive schools of fish 

and lure fisherfolk. While meteorological agencies give advisories on where 
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fish-catches are likely, they suspend such advisories during storm formation 

to dissuade fishermen from venturing out.  

4. The ubiquity of mobile communication makes it much easier to quickly give 

warnings.  

5. The IMD also issues flood forecast maps, in collaboration with urban bodies 

that forecast which pockets in a city are likely to be flooded and where crop 

damage is likely to be maximum. 
 

Background: Cyclone Seasons 

1. April-June and October-December are India’s cyclone seasons. The arriving 

monsoon, as well as its retreat, stir up the surrounding seas and generate 

cyclones.  

2. Though the Bay of Bengal is three times more likely to generate cyclones, 

the ones that originate in the Arabian Sea are trickier, as the cyclone, while 

ostensibly moving away from India’s western coast, can suddenly ‘recurve’ 

and move back in.  

3. There are also fewer radars along India’s west coast than the eastern coast, 

and all these reasons make the Bay of Bengal cyclones more tractable.  

4. In this context, Nivar, because it conformed to a fairly predictable trajectory 

and was not super cyclonic in intensity, gave State administrations in 

Puducherry, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh time to prepare, and was far 

less damaging than Amphan. 

 

Scaling new heights 

SpaceX Revolution 

The most stunning instance of a collaboration between public enterprises and 

the private sector in recent times is that between NASA and SpaceX. It is 

stunning because of the sheer extent of the frontier it is trying to breach. With 

its reusable rockets, large capsules to carry payloads and crew and competitive 

pricing, SpaceX has revolutionised the space sector. The latest instances of this 

include the launch of the Crew Dragon spacecraft which carried to the 

International Space Station four astronauts. Another recent feat is the launch on 

November 24 of 60 more Starlink Internet relay satellites into orbit. These, and 

thousands more like these, are designed for the purpose of providing broadband 

services to people anywhere on Earth. 
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Starlink Project for Internet 

With the November 24 launch of 60 Starlink satellites, the total number of such 

satellites sent up by the company equals 955. Thousands more will join these, 

and the aim of this exercise is to provide Internet services that link any point on 

Earth to any other point. Targeting coverage in the northern U.S. and Canada 

this year, the aim is to have the globe covered by 2021. This will be the new 

telecom revolution then, in the context of India, reaching out to rural areas as 

never before. 
 

Space tourism 

Space tourism could become more common as space travel becomes less 

expensive. There are companies now, such as Virgin Galactic, Blue Origin and 

SpaceX. SpaceX can, in principle, take space travellers to the International 

Space Station, where they could spend even weeks. Perhaps this is the stepping-

stone to a future colony on the Moon, and should it come through, we will not 

be without Internet connections there. 
 

Indian Private Sector in Space 

In India too, we have seen the yielding of governmental control over the space 

industry bit by bit, starting from hiring of vendors and active outsourcing of 

rocket components to the present idea of allowing external agencies to use 

ISRO facilities. There has also been a shift from a mandated focus on utilitarian 

projects to those focused on exploring space and our planetary neighbours, the 

Moon, the Sun and so on. It is not too much to expect that soon, India may also 

see the emergence of collaborations like that between SpaceX and NASA. 
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Learn Through Graphics: 

 
 

The strategic vision of ISRO: As commercial tasks can be given to the Indian 

private sector in space, ISRO will focus more on R&D in futuristic missions 

like Gaganyan, Chandrayan etc. 
 

Prelims: 

The Indian Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre (IN-SPACe) 
 

Mains: 

1. Draft Space activities bill: vision and significance. 

 


