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Signs of easing 

GS II: Disaster and Disaster 

Management. 

Bottom line: India’s COVID-19 

trajectory shows a downward trend, but 

there is no room for complacency. 

Highlights: 

1. India has been witnessing a steady 

fall in daily fresh cases reported since mid-September. The reduction in daily 

cases has continued despite no appreciable drop in overall testing numbers.  

2. Since August, cases had already started to pile up beyond urban areas in rural 

districts.  

3. It is unclear whether the drop in daily cases and deaths registered in the urban 

areas is playing itself out similarly in rural areas as well, as unlike urban areas, 

the protocols for testing, treatment, isolation are not as diligently followed 

because of gaps in the rural health infrastructure across States. This is 

something State Health Departments need to follow up on. 

Signs of Easing and the concern 

1. While peaking and a reduction in cases is a good sign that could ease the strain 

on the health infrastructure, the danger the virus poses is still real.  

2. The dip in cases may turn out to be just a statistical blip, with a second surge 

and heightened spread waiting to happen in the winter, particularly as people 

partake in the festive season.  

3. States have started to ease restrictions on schooling, commercial activities and 

have even allowed theatres and malls to open to spur the consumption 

economy severely affected by the lockdowns.  

4. The easing was unavoidable as the economic strain was becoming as much of 

a problem for people as COVID-19 was to their health.  

5. Citizens must not get complacent about the drop in cases and should continue 

to observe norms of social distancing, mask-wearing and hand hygiene till 

vaccines made available prove their efficacy. 
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The shifting trajectory of India’s foreign policy 

GS II: Bilateral, Regional and 

Global Groupings and Agreements 

involving India and/or affecting 

India’s interests. 

Crux: New Delhi’s diplomatic skills 

will be tested now that the country is 

effectively a part of the U.S.’s security 

architecture. 

The strategic focus of talks 

1. China and Indo-pacific 

2. The centrepiece of the dialogue was 

the signing of the Basic Exchange 

and Cooperation Agreement 

(BECA) for Geo-Spatial 

Cooperation 

Done with foundational four 

With the signing of BECA, India is now a signatory to all U.S.-related 

foundational military agreements. India had signed the Logistics Exchange 

Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA), in 2016, and the Communications, 

Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA), in 2018. By appending its 

signature to BECA, India is in a position to specifically receive sensitive 

geospatial intelligence. 

U.S. strategic architecture 

Welded together, the foundational military pacts effectively tie India to the wider 

U.S. strategic architecture in the region. This is the reality, notwithstanding what 

sections in the country may believe. Previous governments had resisted attempts 

to get India to sign these agreements on the ground that it would compromise 

India’s security and independence in military matters. The present dispensation 

argues that there are enough India-specific safeguards built into the pacts, and 

there is no reason for concern. 
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An advantage, but at a price 

1. Indisputably, access to this kind of highly classified information is an 

advantage. At the same time, it must be recognised that the information comes 

with a ‘price tag’ which would not be inconsiderable.  

2. Built into the agreements are provisions for a two-way exchange of 

information. Thus India’s claims of maintaining strategic autonomy will now 

increasingly sound hollow.  

3. The U.S. makes little secret of the fact that the primary push for getting India 

to sign the foundational agreements was the threat posed by China, and by 

appending its signature India has signed on to becoming part of the wider anti-

China ‘coalition of the willing’. 

Pragmatism: 

1. It is a point worth considering whether by signing on to BECA at this juncture, 

India has effectively jettisoned its previous policy of neutrality, and of 

maintaining its equidistance from power blocs.  

2. It may be argued that the new policy is essentially a pragmatic one, in keeping 

with the current state of global disorder.  

3. Because global fluidity is so pervasive, India must address this challenge by 

forging more contemporary ties on every major account.  

4. This thinking may have triggered the current flurry of agreements, but it could 

equally push the nation into a quagmire. 

Tied to anything which is anti-china 

1. The resurrected Quad has become more anti-China in its orientation.  

2. The invitation to Australia to participate in the Malabar Naval Exercises this 

year, to which the other two Quad members had already been invited, further 

confirms this impression. 

The China Challenge  

Too close identification with the U.S. at this juncture may not, however, be in 

India’s interest. China-India relations have never been easy. Since 1988, India 

has pursued, despite occasional problems, a policy which put a premium on 

avoidance of conflicts with China. Even after Doklam in 2017, India saw virtue 
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in the Wuhan and Mamallapuram discourses, to maintain better relations. This 

will now become increasingly problematic as India gravitates towards the U.S. 

sphere of influence.  

The missing neighbourhood and the extended 

1. It may pay India better dividends if policy planners were to pay greater 

attention at this time to offset its loss of influence and momentum in its 

immediate neighbourhood (in South Asia), and in its extended neighbourhood 

(in West Asia). Several of India’s neighbours (Sri Lanka, Nepal and 

Bangladesh), normally perceived to be within India’s sphere of influence, 

currently seem to be out of step with India’s approach on many issues.  

2. At the same time, both China and the U.S. separately, seem to be making 

inroads and enlarging their influence here.  

3. The Maldives, for instance, has chosen to enter into a military pact with the 

U.S. to counter Chinese expansionism in the Indian Ocean region.  

The Russian link 

1. It is difficult to see how this can be sustained if India is seen increasingly going 

into the U.S. embrace. Almost certainly in the circumstances, India can hardly 

hope to count on Russia as a strategic ally.  

2. This, at a time, when Russia-China relations have vastly expanded and a 

strategic congruence exists between the two countries. This is one relationship 

which India will need to handle with skill and dexterity, as it would be a 

tragedy if India-Russia relations were to deteriorate at a time when the world 

is in a state of disorder. 

 


