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Fresh unrest on Assam-Mizoram border 

GS II: Issues and 

Challenges Pertaining to 

the Federal Structure 

The boundary dispute 

between Assam and 

Mizoram has flared up 

again after a brief lull. 

Locals in southern Assam’s 

Cachar and Karimganj 

districts on Wednesday 

blocked the roads to 

Mizoram to leave more 

than 100 goods-laden 

trucks stranded. The 

blockade to protest the alleged refusal of Mizoram Police personnel to withdraw 

from Assam’s territory continued on Thursday. 

Background: 

1. In the Northeast’s complex boundary equations, showdowns between Assam 

and Mizoram residents are less frequent than they are between, say, Assam 

and Nagaland residents.  

2. Nevertheless, the boundary between present-day Assam and Mizoram, 165 

km long today, dates back to the colonial era, when Mizoram was known as 

Lushai Hills, a district of Assam. 

3. The dispute stems from a notification of 1875 that differentiated Lushai Hills 

from the plains of Cachar, and another of 1933 that demarcates a boundary 

between Lushai Hills and Manipur. 

4. Mizoram believes the boundary should be demarcated on the basis of the 1875 

notification, which is derived from the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation 

(BEFR) Act, 1873. Mizo leaders have argued in the past against the 

demarcation notified in 1933 because Mizo society was not consulted. The 

Assam government followed the 1933 demarcation, and that was the point of 

conflict. 
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5. The boundary dispute between the two states has been simmering since the 

formation of Mizoram as a separate state in the 1980s.  

6. According to an agreement between the governments of Assam and Mizoram 

some years ago, the status quo should be maintained in no-man’s land in the 

border area. However, clashes have erupted from time to time over the issue. 

Other boundary issues in the Northeast 

1. During British rule, Assam included present-day Nagaland, Arunachal 

Pradesh and Meghalaya besides Mizoram, which became separate states one 

by one. Today, Assam has boundary problems with each of them. 

2. Nagaland shares a 500-km boundary with Assam. The boundary dispute is 

now in the Supreme Court. 

3. On the Assam-Arunachal Pradesh boundary (over 800 km), clashes were first 

reported in 1992, this boundary issue is also being heard by the Supreme 

Court. 

4. The 884-km Assam-Meghalaya boundary, too, witnesses flare-ups frequently. 

As per Meghalaya government statements, today there are 12 areas of dispute 

between the two states.  

Geographical feature in news: Barak hills, Lushai Hills. 

 

Amid Shringla’s France visit, India flays attacks in Nice 

GS II: Bilateral, Regional and 

Global Groupings and Agreements 

involving India and/or affecting 

India’s interests. 

Foreign Secretary Harshvardhan 

Shringla arrived in Paris on Thursday, 

just hours after another deadly 

suspected terror attack in France, in 

which three people were killed by a 

knife-wielding attacker inside a church 

in Nice.  
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Highlights: 

1. During his visit, Mr Shringla, who is due to travel to Germany and the U.K. 

next as part of a week-long three-nation tour, is expected to focus on strategic 

partnership, cooperating on the Indo-Pacific, and dealing with the novel 

coronavirus pandemic. 

2. France is one of the closest strategic partners of India and is expanding 

strategic partnership across the Indo-Pacific region. 

3. The Ministry said several aspects of dealing with COVID-19, including 

cooperation in the development of a vaccine, diagnostics and testing, 

procuring medical equipment and ensuring safe treatment, and dealing with 

the post-COVID-19 impact on the economy were on the agenda for talks. 

4. In particular, the talks would include “enhancing supply chain resilience”, 

indicating that concerns over an overdependence on Chinese manufacturing 

over the past few months, which has been shared in Europe, would also come 

up. 

 

India upset by Kashmir depiction on Saudi note 

GS II: Effect of Policies and Politics of Developed and Developing Countries 

on India’s interests 

India on Thursday described 

the map of Kashmir in a new 

currency note of Saudi 

Arabia as a “gross 

misrepresentation” of 

sovereign territory.  

Highlights: 

1. India has conveyed serious concern to Saudi Arabia for this gross 

misrepresentation of India’s external territorial boundaries on an official and 

legal banknote of Saudi Arabia and asked the Saudi side for taking urgent 

corrective steps in this regard.  

2. India has asserted that the entire Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and 

Ladakh are integral parts of India. 
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3. The map shows Kashmir as a separate entity between India and Pakistan. The 

map also appears to depict Gilgit Baltistan and the Azad Kashmir areas out of 

Pakistani control. However, it is not yet clear if Pakistan has lodged a formal 

complaint regarding the map. 

4. The 20 riyal note was printed by the Saudi Arabian Monetary Authority on 

October 24 to celebrate the Saudi presidency of the G20.  

 

Rupee slides as virus rattle EU, stocks fall 

GS III: Indian Economy and issues 

relating to Planning, Mobilization of 

Resources, Growth, Development and 

Employment. 

The rupee declined further by 23 paise to 

close at a two-month low of 74.10 against 

the U.S. currency on Thursday, tracking 

weak domestic equities and a strong dollar 

amid global risk aversion. 

Highlights: 

1. The U.S. dollar has strengthened as 

investors flock to a safe haven in times 

of uncertainty. The rising number of 

COVID-19 cases has forced governments in a few EU countries to enforce 

fresh lockdown. 

2. In the share market, Foreign institutional investors were net sellers as they 

offloaded shares worth ₹1,130.98 crores on a net basis on Wednesday, 

according to exchange data. 

3. Rupee depreciated as fresh lockdowns in Europe spooked investor appetite for 

risk assets. Further, the expectation of a fiscal stimulus package to support the 

economy before Diwali also weighed on the rupee. 

4. The fear that economic conditions are going to get worse before they get 

better, is keeping the dollar strong against emerging market currencies. 
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Centre sets up commission to tackle NCR pollution 

GS III: Environmental Pollution and Degradation 

Dissolving the 22-year-old 

Environmental Pollution 

(Prevention and Control) 

Authority that has so far 

addressed air pollution in 

Delhi, the Centre has 

constituted a “permanent” 

body — Commission for Air 

Quality Management in 

National Capital Region and 

Adjoining Areas. 

Highlights: 

1. Encompassing Delhi, Punjab, Rajasthan, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, the all-

powerful body assumes several powers to coordinate action among States, 

levy fines — ranging up to ₹1 crore or five years in prison — to address air 

pollution. The Commission awaits a formal perusal by the Supreme Court 

before it can be brought into effect. 

2. The panel will have at least six permanent members and will be headed by a 

former or incumbent Secretary to the Central government, or a Chief Secretary 

to a State government. It will have members from Ministries as well as 

representatives from States. 

3. The Central Pollution Control Board and its State branches have the powers 

to implement provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act for air, water 

and land pollution. In case of dispute or a clash of jurisdictions, the 

commission's writ will prevail specifically to matters concerning air pollution. 

Rules enforcement 

A major weakness, environmentalists and experts have said in tackling air 

pollution in Delhi-NCR, has been the inability of agencies such as the CPCB, 

EPCA to consistently enforce rules on the ground. 
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Lowest core sector shrinking since March 

GS III: Indian Economy and 

issues relating to Planning, 

Mobilization of Resources, 

Growth, Development and 

Employment. 

India’s eight core industry 

sectors shrank just 0.8% in 

September on a year-on-year 

basis, recording their lowest 

contraction since March 2020, 

with electricity and steel output clocking positive growth for the first time since 

March, and coal production rising for the second month in a row. 

Highlights: 

1. The Office of the Economic Adviser in the Department for Promotion of 

Industry and Internal Trade, which compiles the Index of Eight Core 

Industries, released the data. 

2. The eight sectors include coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products, 

fertilizers, steel, cement and electricity. They account for 40.27 per cent of the 

weight of items included in the Index of Industrial Production (IIP). 

3. The sharp improvement in the core sector output is encouraging and collates 

well with the higher consumer spending seen in early October. A low base 

effect in the next month and the further unlocking of the economy is likely to 

push this growth into positive territory in the next month. 


