
Q1 : As per the Industries Department, Industrial activity can be 
restarted in at least 15 sectors. Which sectors could be they? What 
initiatives should be taken for the same? 
 

1. The Commerce and Industries Ministry has called for far-reaching 
measures to be taken to mitigate the effects of the COVID-19 
lockdown, urging the Home Ministry to allow relaxations of the 
restrictions on a number of industry sectors. 

2. These new activities are essential to improve the economic activity 
and provide liquidity in the hands of the people. 

3. Industrial activity be restarted in at least 15 sectors, including 
heavy electricals, electronics and telecom equipment, automobiles, 
steel mills, power looms, defence units, cement, rubber, seeds, 
agro-chemicals and fertilizers. 

4. To begin with, manufacturing should be restarted in single shifts of 
20-25% capacity, following proper social distancing and sanitation 
norms. 

5. Companies which are allowed to operate should be allowed to 
insist on workers returning for duty to avail wages. 

6. Export units and the construction sector need to be allowed to 
operate within safeguards, while street vendors and small 
repairmen should be allowed to provide doorstep services, said the 
letter. 

7. DPIIT has also raised the issue of transport hurdles as a major 
roadblock, even for the activities already permitted by the Home 
Ministry notifications. 

8. All transport vehicles of all sizes, whether inter-State, intra-State or 
intra-city, need to be allowed, whether empty or full, by all 
enforcement agencies without asking any question. 

9. Also banks and customs accept digital documents without insisting 
on original copies until the lockdown is over. 

10. With regard to reopening industries, the suggested safeguards 
include single entry points for workers, sufficient space for 
ensuring social distancing, use of separate transport for ferrying 



workers or making housing arrangements in factory premises and 
high quality regular sanitisation of the premises. 

11. Given that rubber is essential for certain medical items including 
surgical gloves and other protective equipment, catheters, 
ventilators and IV tubing, manufacturing of such items be given 
priority. 

12. Other industry sectors include glass, paper, FMCG, food and 
beverages,plastic, gems and jewellery, paints and dyes, and all 
units in special economic zones. 

13. Steel, power and mining industries are already exempted from 
the lockdown restrictions. 

 
 
Q2: “It is argued that the Extreme lockdown was an immediate response 
and the cure is worse than the disease”. Examine in context of Covid-19 
lockdown. 
 

1. As per reports, the disease may stand for a long time and therefore 
there is a need that India should evolve a strategy of functioning 
with the idea of coronavirus around for a long time. 

2. As per some sections, a lockdown in itself cannot be a strategy. It 
has to be accompanied by measures like initiatives for partial 
economic activities, specially for the weaker sections. 

3. The current form of extreme lockdown was an immediate response 
to an unknown crisis and hence understandable. But it is clear now 
that the cure is worse than the disease. 

4. The under-privileged are bearing the brunt of this — ostracisation, 
lack of hospital care, loss of wages, homelessness, hunger etc. 
This extreme lockdown seems to be a case of the privileged 
transferring their epidemic risk to the under-privileged 

5. Based on trends from global and Indian data on COVID-19, it now 
seems clear that the virus is very contagious but not as fatal as 
some of the initial wild estimates of epidemiologists predicted. 

6. Given India’s vast informal, daily wage labour force, a high density 
of people living in one room houses, large urban rural divide and a 



much younger population than the developed countries, there is an 
argument for a more balanced & humane approach than the 
current extreme and absolute lockdown. 

7. For the same, the money can be found from a combination of 
rationalised expenditure, higher borrowing and printing of more 
money. 

8. It is absolutely imperative that the package consists of a rescue for 
the affected workforce. But it is important to remember this is NOT 
a demand crisis but a supply crisis. So, sustaining MSMEs and 
other commercial activity is critical. 

 
Q3 : There is an appeal in SC to hear PIL against setting up of 
PM-CARES Fund. On what grounds can this fund be challenged? 
 

1. On March 28, the Centre set up the Prime Minister’s Citizen 
Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations (PM CARES) Fund 
to deal with the situation arising out of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
where citizens can donate money. 

2. The Prime Minister is the ex-officio chairman of the fund and the 
Defence, Home and Finance ministers are its ex-officio trustees. 

3. The Supreme Court would hear a PIL seeking quashing of the 
Centre’s decision to set up the PM CARES Fund. 

4. As per the PIL, Centre sends conflicting signals as the Fund and 
appeal by the Prime Minister of India to donate funds in that trust 
to fight COVID-19 and aid healthcare in future is without any 
ordinance and gazette notification by the Government of India. 

5. The PIL, which has made all the trustees of the fund as well as the 
prime minister parties to it, has sought a transfer of the donations 
received so far in the fund to the Consolidated Fund of India, 
besides a court-monitored SIT probe into the setting up of the fund. 

6. It said the trust had to be created in accordance with Articles 267 
and 266(2), which deal with the contingency and Consolidated 
Funds of India, of the Constitution. 



7. It is neither passed by Parliament nor approved by the President of 
India. There is no ordinance/gazette notification in this regard as 
per the PIL and hence is unconstitutional. 

 
 
Q4 : As per Centre’s guidelines, contributions to CM fund will not qualify 
as CSR expenditure. Discuss how it is against federalism? 
 

1. The Ministry of Commerce has clarified that the contributions to the 
Chief Minister’s Relief Fund or the State relief fund will not qualify 
as Corporate Social Responsibility expenditure, while any donation 
to the PM CARES Fund will. 

2. It is because the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund’ or ‘State Relief Fund 
for COVID-19’ is not included in Schedule VII of the Companies 
Act, 2013, and therefore any contribution to such funds shall not 
qualify as admissible CSR expenditure. 

3. This limitation on CM relief fund is alleged to be discriminatory and 
goes against the constitutional principle of federalism. 

4. On one hand, States are at the forefront of this battle to contain the 
spread of Covid-19, and they are being strangulated by the Centre 
in this fight. 

5. There is demand for an immediate amendment to Schedule VII of 
the Companies Act to permit the States to access these funds 
which could save millions of lives. 

 
Q5 : What would be the impact on the Capital, liquidity position of 
insurers due to the Covid-19 crisis? 
 

1. Due to the stress experienced by the economy, sufficiency of 
capital and liquidity position of the insurers may be adversely 
impacted and all the insurers need to guard against the same. 

2. Indian insurers need to prepare strategies and action plans for 
business continuity to ensure enhanced protection to the 
policyholders. 



3. The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India 
(IRDAI) wants insurance companies to critically examine their 
capital availability and solvency margin for the current financial 
year (2020-21). 

4. Advising their Boards to undertake such an exercise, the IRDAI 
said the need for them is to devise strategies for ensuring that the 
insurers have adequate capital and resources available with them. 

5. It also urged them to align the dividend payout for FY 2019-20 in 
conformity with the adequate capital and resources strategy as 
well as rationalise the expenses of management for 2020-21, also 
in line with the strategy. 

6. While the Central Government has taken steps to support the 
financial sector, IRDAI has announced several need based 
relaxations to prevent any disruption to the activities of the 
insurance industry. 
 

Q6 : Tamil Nadu Directorate of Public Health has denied permission for 
the installation of disinfection tunnels. Discuss why? 
 

1. The Directorate of Public Health (DPH) has issued a note calling 
into question the efficacy of sanitisation tunnels, and said no more 
such tunnels are to be installed in Tamil Nadu. 

2. In a circular issued to all deputy directors of health services it has 
said that disinfection tunnels would create a false sense of security 
and people may be diverted from handwash to the tunnel. 

3. Going a step further, the DPH said that spraying of disinfectants on 
human beings was ineffective and also harmful. 

4. The directorate instructed officials that the tunnels should not be 
installed and used. 

5. People visiting public places had to walk into the tunnels after 
washing their hands. It had nozzles spraying 1% sodium 
hypochlorite solution on them. 

6. Also spraying alcohol or chlorine all over your body will not kill 
viruses that have already entered your body. 



7. Spraying such substances can be harmful to clothes or mucous 
membranes in the eyes, and mouth. 

8. The DPH has been stressing on hand hygiene and regular 
disinfection of surfaces as precautionary measures not only for 
COVID-19 but also for H1N1 influenza for many years now. 

 
 
 


