
Q1 : Is the lockdown an effective way of checking community spread of 
Covid-19? Examine in the light of a recent ICMR report. 
 
 

1. Multiple scientists of the Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR), have co-authored a research study in February that 
questioned the effectiveness of a lockdown.  

2. It described lockdown as a “drastic public health measure” that 
could lead to “long-lasting adverse health outcomes.” 

3. The review paper recommended against “coercive top-down 
quarantine approaches, which are driven by the authorities” and 
pitches for for “community and civil-society led self-quarantine and 
self-monitoring that could emerge as more sustainable and 
implementable strategies in a protracted pandemic like COVID. 

4. The review paper also didn’t appear to be a votary of travel bans.  
5. It suggests that in the short-term, these are unlikely to have 

meaningful impact on global transmission of SARS-CoV-2, unless 
sustained 90 per cent travel restrictions are implemented in 
combination with more than 50 per cent reduction in local 
transmission.  

6. Such bans may only provide a symbolic shield unless the ongoing 
outbreak is staunched.  

7. Scientists say that the effectiveness of the lockdown in curtailing 
the spread of the disease would be apparent only two-three weeks 
after, given the average period of incubation of the virus.  

 
Q2  : Seeing the scale of the pandemic and looming economic crisis, it is 
argued that it is the time for extraordinary action. Do you agree? 
Discuss. 
 
 

1. Even before the full impact of COVID-19 on the health of Indians is 
clear, the economic impact of the measures required to deal with 
the pandemic are already posing grave problems.  



2. Specifically, the lockdown and other movement restrictions, have 
directly led to a dramatic slowdown in economic activity across the 
board.  

3. An unprecedented scale of state investment is required to lift up 
the Indian economy because as per a study, the loss of GDP 
ranges from ₹17 lakh crore (7% of GDP) in the most conservative 
scenario and the OECD that suggest a 20% loss to GDP for India. 

4. The electricity sector sees a 29% fall in value added, even though 
it faces no shut down per se. Losses are expected across all 
sectors in terms of both wage compensation and availability of 
working capital. 

5. The extraordinary Measures should include the ones such as debt 
relief, postponement of revenue and tax collections, immediate 
relief in cash and kind to the poor, and revamping and scaling up 
public distribution are all undoubtedly necessary but far from 
sufficient.  

6. There is a need to compensate and pump cash into the hands of 
not only wage workers in the formal and informal sectors, and also 
into the livelihood activities of the informal sector. 

7. Redistributing expenditure, seeking to keep the fiscal deficit “under 
control” as it were, measures such as cutting back on government 
salaries, are unlikely to be that helpful.  

 
 
Q3 : UN chief has warned that COVID-19 threatens global peace and 
security. Discuss how this pandemic would impact peace and security? 
 

1. U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has warned the U.N. 
Security Council that the coronavirus pandemic is threatening 
international peace and security as it is potentially leading to an 
increase in social unrest and violence that would greatly 
undermine UN’s ability to fight the disease. 

2. He has called for a cease-fire for all global conflicts as the crisis 
has hindered international, regional and national conflict resolution 
efforts, exactly when they are needed most. 



3. The secretary-general has reiterated that the United Nations faces 
“its gravest test” since the organization was founded 75 years ago 
from the pandemic and said that this is the fight of a generation. 

4. Russia has termed the fight against COVID-19 as warfare -a 
warfare against an invisible enemy and to win against it and to 
overcome its consequences world needs to overcome prejudices, 
phobias, hatreds, distrust, suspicions. 

5. However, nations have also committed themselves towards 
collective fight against the crisis.  

6. U.S. has also stressed that the challenge of COVID-19 requires 
global action, international solidarity, and unity of purpose. 

7. The most effective way to contain this pandemic is through 
accurate, science-based data collection and analysis of the origins, 
characteristics, and spread of the virus 

8. To overcome this global challenge, solidarity, cooperation, mutual 
support and assistance is needed. 

 
Q4 : Discuss how this crisis is also creating a `double whammy` for 
India, the gulf nations and also at India-Gulf economic ties? 
 

1. The Gulf region is at the epicentre of a perfect storm: apart from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, it also has an oil price meltdown.  

2. Given India’s vital relations with the eight Gulf countries, the 
situation’s impact on bilateral economic ties needs to be 
anticipated and managed. 

3. The region, especially Iran, has been mauled by COVID-19, and 
the figures are yet to peak.  

4. The economic outlook for the Gulf has indeed deteriorated, with 
Saudi Arabia’s fiscal deficit expected to cross 8% in 2020.  

5. A Goldman Sachs report published on March 30 estimated that 
COVID-19 had lowered the world crude consumption by 28 million 
bpd and it has lead to fall of it’s price.  

6. India’s economic ties with the Gulf states have two dominant 
verticals: the economic symbiosis and India’s expatriate 
community.  



7. Bilateral economic ties are strong: the India-Gulf trade stood 
around $162 billion in 2018-19, being nearly a fifth of India’s global 
trade.  

8. It was dominated by import of crude oil and natural gas worth 
nearly $75 billion, meeting nearly 65% of India’s total 
requirements.  

9. Some of these countries have large Indian investments and some 
have planned large investments in India. Second, the number of 
Indian expatriates in the Gulf states is about nine million, and they 
remitted nearly $40 billion back home.  

10. Both these intertwined pillars of India-Gulf ties have been 
affected by the recent maelstrom roiling the shared region. 

11. India being the world’s third largest importer of crude, a sharp 
and prolonged decline in oil prices helps its current account.  

12. However, Gulf’s lower oil revenues also presage decreased 
bilateral trade and investments as well as expatriates’ remittances, 
all of them adding to India’s current financial stress. 

13. As the oil prices dip, gulf nations would tend to tighten their 
belts and transfer the burden on to the last person in line, viz. the 
Asian expatriate.  

14. As a result, the fresh recruitment stops, salaries are either 
lowered or stalled, taxes raised and localisation drives launched.  

15. The net result is that a large number of expatriates return to 
their homes. This time there is an added complication of the 
pandemic, to which the Asian expatriates living in densely 
populated camps are particularly vulnerable.  

16. In case the pandemic worsens in the lower Gulf, panic-stricken, 
wage-deprived Indians may prefer to come back.  

17. This would create an exodus of epic proportions, similar to what 
happened from Kuwait in 1990-91. 

18. In the longer run, it is quite clear that there is a need to find new 
drivers for the India-Gulf synergy.  

19. This search could begin with cooperation in healthcare and 
gradually extend outward towards pharmaceutical research and 
production, petrochemical complexes, building infrastructure in 



India and in third countries, agriculture, education and skilling as 
well as the economic activities in bilateral free zones created along 
our Arabian Sea coast eventually leading to an India-Gulf 
Cooperation Council Free Trade Area.  

20. Only then would we have sufficiently diversified the India-Gulf 
economic ties to protect them from such shocks. 

 
 
 
Q5 : Discuss the impact of lockdown on the domestic violence cases 
across the country. What could be the reasons? 
 

1. National Commission of Women has recently said domestic 
violence complaints have been increasing by the day since the 
nationwide lockdown was imposed. 

2. The Childline India helpline received more than 92,000 SOS calls 
asking for protection from abuse and violence in 11 days, an 
indication that the lockdown has turned into extended captivity not 
just for many women but also for children trapped with their 
abusers at home. 

3. Number of cases of domestic violence must be much higher but 
women are scared to complain due to the constant presence of 
their abusers at home. 

4. Some of the other calls received following the lockdown dealt with 
physical health (11% of calls), child labour (8%), missing and run 
away children (8%) and homeless (5%). 

5. Many women who are victims of domestic violence are also more 
vulnerable during the lockdown. 

6. Women are not approaching police because they think that if they 
take their husband away, her in-laws will then torture her.  

7. And he will, in turn, torture her more when he gets out of the police 
station. Earlier, women could go to their parents but now they are 
unable to reach them. 

8. Confinement is fostering the tension and strain created by security, 
health, and money worries.  



9. And it is increasing isolation for women with violent partners, 
separating them from the people and resources that can best help 
them.  

10. It’s a perfect storm for controlling, violent behaviour behind 
closed doors. 

11. To overcome the immediate and long-term impact of the crisis, 
the government should ensure, on priority basis: access to critical 
services such as healthcare, nutrition, food security, mental health 
and psychosocial support, protection against violence and ensure 
social protection and child-sensitive cash transfer initiatives to the 
most vulnerable children and poorest families. 

 
Q6 : Recently an UN report has brought out the concerns of millions of 
workers in India. What are the expected risks due to the pandemic? 
 
 

1. The International Labour Organization (ILO) in its report titled ‘ILO 
Monitor 2nd edition: COVID-19 and the world of work’, describes 
coronavirus pandemic as the worst global crisis since World War II. 

2. The report said the disruption to the world’s economies caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic is expected to wipe out 6.7% of working 
hours globally in the second quarter of this year — the equivalent 
of 195 million jobs worldwide. 

3. In India, with a share of almost 90% of people working in the 
informal economy, about 400 million workers in the informal 
economy are at risk of falling deeper into poverty during the crisis.  

4. Workers and businesses are facing catastrophe, in both developed 
and developing economies. 

 
 
 


