
Q1 : Write a short note on armyworm attack on crops. Why is it a matter of more 
concern than other pest attacks?  
 

1. The armyworms get their name from their behaviour of moving across fields in 
an army-like fashion. 

2. In the last seven days 1,600 hectares cropland with paddy was destroyed and 
around 3010 families have been affected by the armyworms throughout 
Majuli, in Assam. 

3. As caterpillars consume available food sources, they migrate as an army to 
new host plants.  

4. Though they feed mainly on grasses (oats, wheat, fall rye, corn, barley and 
forage grasses), they can be a pest of some vegetables like bean, cabbage, 
carrot, onion, pea, pepper, radish and sweet potato. 

5. Entomologists say it feeds on more than 80 species of plants though maize is 
its favourite. When it affects the crops, part of it will not yield because it has 
also been damaged by the caterpillar.  

6. Worryingly, most of the pesticides available in the market are not effective 
against the pest because they kill only the larvae and leave the eggs, which 
later hatch and continue damaging crops. This makes controlling the pest a 
tough job. 

7. The pre-monsoon rains have eluded Assam so far. The temperature is quite 
high now, and the armyworm can cause more damage if there is no rain. 

8. The armyworms attack came at a time when the farmers of the state have 
started preparing their fields for winter paddy after the devastating flood last 
month damaged nearly three lakh hectare crop areas. 

 
Q2 : What is the Plasma Therapy which is recently in news? 
 

1. As people fight the COVID-19 virus, they produce antibodies that attack the 
virus. Those antibodies are proteins that are secreted by immune cells known 
as B lymphocytes, are found in plasma, or the liquid part of blood that helps 
the blood to clot when needed and supports immunity. 

2. Once a person has had the virus and recovered, that person has developed 
antibodies that will stay in their blood waiting to fight the same virus should it 
return.  

3. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved the use of 
convalescent plasma therapy as an experimental treatment in clinical trials 
and for critically ill COVID-19 patients without other treatment options. 

4. The therapy, which takes antibodies from the blood of a person who has 
recovered from a virus and transfuses those antibodies into a person sick with 
that virus, has long been used as a way to help kickstart a person’s immune 
system. 

5. Those antibodies, when injected into another person with the disease, 
recognize the virus as something to attack. 

6. A study of 10 patients in China who have undergone plasma therapy showed 
a shortening of the duration of symptoms, improve oxygen levels and a drop 
in the amount of virus in a person’s body. 



7. With a vaccine likely months to a year away, scientists hope that convalescent 
plasma therapy can help those sickest with the virus now. 

8. In the case of the coronavirus, antibodies attack the spikes on the outside of 
the virus, blocking the virus from penetrating human cells. 

9. Researchers hope that convalescent plasma will be effective in treating 
people with the most severe symptoms of the virus. Additionally, it is hoped 
that it can keep those people who are not as sick from COVID-19 from getting 
any sicker. 

10.Convalescent plasma is also known as passive antibody therapy, meaning 
that while it can immediately provide a person with antibodies to fight a virus, 
those antibodies only last a short period of time in the recipient’s body. 

11.One person’s donation of plasma can produce two doses of the material 
needed for transfusions. Scientists say that a person only needs one 
transfusion to get enough antibodies to fight a virus. 

12.The downside of the treatment is that it is expensive and limited by the 
number of donors since one donation can make only two doses of the 
therapy. 

 
Q3 : Due to the lockdown,on one hand lower pollution is seen, on the other hand, 
Ozone levels in the air have emerged as a new concern. Examine. 
 

1. Even though ozone is considered beneficial in the upper parts of the 
atmosphere, it becomes toxic at the ground-level and is considered a 
pollutant, with breathing in high levels of ozone causing respiratory problems.  

2. As the emission levels in the city have gone down with the lockdown in place, 
secondary pollutants like ground-level ozone (O3) as well as nitrogen dioxide 
(NO2) and carbon monoxide (CO) are now emerging as the lead pollutants. 

3. Secondary pollutants are formed when primary pollutants interact in the 
atmosphere. Ozone features as lead pollutant for four out of seven days last 
week.  

4. With temperatures set to rise further in the coming weeks, experts say ozone 
pollution is one to pay attention to under the circumstances, as it can cause 
respiratory problems. 

5. While the lead pollutant in Delhi is generally PM2.5 or PM10 through the year, 
the lockdown has meant that the only sources of pollution right now are the 
(limited) vehicles on the road, contributing to formation of ground-level ozone 
and NO2 in the heat. And the levels of ozone generally tend to peak in April 
and May.  

6. This can also worsen pre-existing existing respiratory problems like asthma 
and bronchitis and can even cause permanent damage to the lungs. 

7. With Covid-19 primarily affecting the lungs, expert say people should only 
venture out during this period when it is necessary.  

 
 
 
 
 



Q4 : What is the Bhilwara model which is being hailed as an ideal model to check the 
Covid-19 transmission? 
 

1. The Bhilwara Model was implemented when 27 Covid-19 cases were 
reported.  

2. Under this plan, the district was locked down on 20 March, before the 
lockdown was implemented anywhere else.  

3. On 2 April, the district was completely sealed. The government delivered 
supplies and even cooked food for people as shops were closed.  

4. Six hotspots were identified in Bhilwara, where the implementation of the plan 
was stricter and 30 Lakh people were tested for influenza-like symptoms.  

5. Administration ensured zero movement of people and vehicles in the city.  
6. Every household was screened multiple times and those showing symptoms 

were quarantined and isolated.  
7. Doctors and paramedical staff were rotated, but most importantly, the people 

of Bhilawara whole-heartedly co-operated.  
8. Four hospitals and 27 local hotels were taken over by the government to 

quarantine suspects.  
9. The district administration additionally acquired hotels, resorts, hostels and 

dharamshalas in the town to arrange 1,500 quarantine beds and 14,400 
normal beds to meet an emergency situation. 

10.Administration imposed a “super curfew,” where even media, NGOs and other 
voluntary organisations were not given curfew passes and the administration 
took upon itself to deliver essential commodities at doorstep.  

11.The vans of Sahakari Upbhokta Bhandar had started making rounds of the 
city to supply milk, vegetables, grocery and other essentials. 

12.Bhilwara Municipal Council civic staff were geared up for maintaining 
cleanliness and dealing with sewage and garbage in all the 55 wards of the 
town.  

 
 
Q5 : What is Raisina Dialogue all about? What were the agendas discussed in it’s 
5th edition in the year 2020? 
 

1. This is an annual geo-political event, organised by the Ministry of External 
Affairs and Observer Research Foundation (ORF). 

2. It is designed to explore prospects and opportunities for Asian integration as 
well as Asia’s integration with the larger world. 

3. It is predicated on India’s vital role in the Indian Ocean Region and how India 
along with its partners can build a stable regional and world order. 

4. Every year, global leaders in policy, business, media and civil society discuss 
cooperation on a wide range of pertinent international policy matters. 

5. This year’s Dialogue titled ‘Navigating the Alpha Century’ is structured as a 
multi-stakeholder, cross-sectoral discussion, involving heads of states, 
cabinet ministers and local government officials as well as major private 
sector executives, members of the media and academics 

6. During January 15-16, there were intensive deliberations over 80 sessions 
and be around 5 thematic pillars.  



7. These include A. The nationalist impulses challenging global institutions and 
collective action, B. The state-individual relationship in the age of digital 
communities and cyberspace. C. The debate on the global trading 
architecture, D. The role of technologies in determining political, economic 
and military power, and E. The global development agenda. 


