
Q1 : What is the status of Tokyo Olympics 2020 amid COVID-19 scare? What could 
be the impacts? 

1. The International Olympic Committee and the Tokyo 2020 Organising         
Committee have decided to postpone the Tokyo 2020 Summer Games to the            
summer 2021 due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

2. However, the Olympics Games will keep the name Olympic and Paralympic 
Games Tokyo 2020. 

3. The decision came after some of the major sporting nations like Australia and 
Canada withdrew from the Tokyo Olympics 2020. 

4. The nations withdrew in the backdrop of limited international travel, difficulty in 
training and exposed risk of contracting or spreading the disease. 

5. The organisers have postponed the event for the first time in its 124-year 
modern history. It is also considered as the first postponement of an Olympics 
in peacetime. 

6. Tokyo was spending $12.6 billion to host the Games and a postponement 
could cost it $6 billion as the short-term period loss. 

7. It will also be a bitter blow to sponsors and major broadcasters who rely on 
this four-yearly event for critical advertising revenue. 

Q2 : Discuss the features of Indigenously Developed Testing Kits for COVID-19. 

1. Recently, the test kits for COVID-19 developed by the Pune-based MyLab           
Discovery Solutions and Germany’s Altona Diagnostics have been approved         
by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). 

2. The two companies have also received approval to mass manufacture the kits 
after they received commercial approval from the Central Drugs Standard 
Control Organisation (CDSCO). 

3. Currently, the diagnostic kits to test people for COVID-19 are imported from 
the USA. 

4. Earlier, the kits approved by the United States Food and Drugs Administration 
or certified by the European Union were allowed to offer commercial tests for 
detecting SARS CoV-2. 

5. However, ICMR stated that it is no longer a requirement and even those 
approved by the National Institute of Virology (NIV) would be eligible for 
testing. 

6. Feature of the Developed Testing Kit are :  
7. Quick Detection: The developed kit detects the infection within two and half 

hours compared to over seven hours taken by current protocol. 



8. Accuracy: The ability to detect the early stage of detection and highest 
accuracy has been observed with the indigenously developed testing kit for 
COVID-19. 

9. Affordable: For the government labs, these testing kits would cost nearly Rs 
1,200 per test kit, which is about one-fourth of the current testing kit used by 
India. 

10.MyLabs discovery Solutions is the first indigenous manufacturer to be 
approved for deploying its kits for COVID-19 testing. 

 

Q5 : What is Invest India Business Immunity Platform? 

1. Recently, Invest India, under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry has           
launched the ‘Invest India Business Immunity Platform’. 

2. The Business Immunity Platform (BIP) is designed as a comprehensive 
resource to help businesses and investors get real-time updates on India’s 
active response to COVID-19. 

3. BIP is an active platform for business issue redressal, operating 24/7, with a 
team of dedicated sector experts and responding to queries at the earliest. 

4. It keeps a regular track on developments with respect to the coronavirus. 
5. Provides latest information on various central and state government initiatives, 

and answers and resolves queries through emails and on WhatsApp. 
6. Includes frequently asked questions on important aspects like locations of 

COVID-19 testing and other location-specific information. 
7. Maps and highlights the response mechanism put in place by leading Indian 

companies such as sanitation of staff vehicles, disabling biometric attendance 
systems,usage of video-conferencing and tele-conferencing, developing 
online solutions and other unique initiatives. 

8. This platform also provides the ability to join the dots to find matching 
suppliers with required supplies and for innovators, startups and MSMEs to 
showcase their solutions 

Q6 : What are Anosmia and Ageusia in the context of COVID-19? 



1. Recently, Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT) specialists have noted a growing 
number of patients with anosmia (the abrupt loss of smell) and ageusia (loss 
of sense of taste).  

2. Both anosmia and ageusia could be signs of COVID-19 in people who 
otherwise appear well. 

3. The World Health Organisation lists the most common signs of COVID-19 as 
fever, tiredness and dry cough. 

4. Anosmia is the partial or complete loss of the sense of smell. This loss may 
be temporary or permanent. 

5. It is caused by a swelling or blockage in the nose that prevents odors from 
getting to the top of the nose. 

6. Ageusia is a condition that is characterized by a complete loss of taste 
function of the tongue. 

7. People who have a reduced ability to taste are said to have hypogeusia. 
8. Common Causes: Aging, Nasal airway problems and Upper airway infection, 

such as sinus infection, tonsillitis, or sore throat. 


