
Q1 : Examine the reasons behind the govt raising excise duty cap on fuel amid 
coronavirus scare. 

1. In a move which would help the government to raise excise duty on fuel 
further in future, the government has raised the cap on special additional 
excise duty on petrol and diesel to Rs 18 and Rs 12 per litre, respectively, as 
per the amendments in the Finance Bill passed in the Parliament.  

2. Last year’s Finance Act had put the cap at Rs 10 per litre for petrol and Rs 4 
per litre for diesel. The change in the cap will enable the government to raise 
duties on petrol and diesel by another Rs 8 per litre each. 

3. Every rupee hike in excise duty is expected to yield roughly Rs 13,000-14,000 
crore annually. The slump in global crude oil prices enables the government 
to raise these duties substantially without immediately putting the burden on 
the consumer.  

4. But there is expected to be a demand slowdown for fuels with a nearly country 
wide lockdown in the wake of coronavirus. With airlines, railways, trucks and 
passenger cars going off the roads, petrol, diesel and ATF (aviation turbine 
fuel) consumption is expected to fall drastically. 

5. On March 14, the Centre had increased the excise duty on petrol and diesel 
by Rs 3 a litre each. An additional Re 1 per litre was also levied on both petrol 
and diesel under the road and infrastructure cess (RIC).  

6. The excise duties on petrol and diesel include basic excise duty, special 
additional excise duty, and road and infrastructure cess, which is levied as 
additional excise duty. 

7. Post the hike, the total excise duty on petrol had risen to Rs 22.98 per litre 
and that on diesel has risen to Rs 18.83 per litre.  

8. Central and state taxes account for 54 per cent of the price of petrol and 45 
per cent of the price in Delhi after the hike. 

9. Government is increasing duties on petrol and diesel to raise revenues in view 
of a tight fiscal situation.  

10.Slump in global crude oil prices, alongside possibility of a global economic 
recession, has forced the government to look for avenues to raise revenues to 
support growth.  

11.With major companies going for production shut downs, industry players have 
suggested the government to boost fiscal stimulus in the wake of demand 
collapse triggered by the coronavirus. 

12.Earlier, Saudi Arabia had triggered the crash in prices by announcing a sharp 
increase in oil production after Russia declined to reduce oil supply to contain 
a fall in oil prices due to declining demand in a meeting of OPEC+ 
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Q2 : What is Hydroxychloroquine? DIscuss why it’s no a silver bullet? 

1. US President Donald Trump has recently said that a 
hydroxychloroquine-azithromycin combination could be a “game changer” in 
the fight against COVID-19. 

2. the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has recommended its use as 
a post-exposure prophylactic (preventive medicine) against the novel 
coronavirus disease. 

3. However In a note for physicians on the therapeutic options for COVID-19, the 
US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) said that 
Hydroxychloroquine is currently under investigation in clinical trials for 
SARS-CoV-2 infection, and treatment of patients with mild, moderate, and 
severe COVID-19.  

4. The CDC says both hydroxychloroquine and chloroquine have in vitro activity 
against SARS-CoV, SARS-CoV-2, and other coronaviruses, with 
hydroxychloroquine having higher potency against SARS-CoV-2. 

5. In India, The National Taskforce for COVID-19 has recommended 
hydroxychloroquine for prophylaxis in case of asymptomatic healthcare 
workers involved in the care of suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19. 

6. The new guidelines say: “Hydroxy-chloroquine is found to be effective against 
coronavirus in laboratory studies and in-vivo studies.  

7. However, ICMR guidelines are very specific for specific people. It cannot 
become something that everybody uses. 

8. Even the government’s guidelines on hydroxychloroquine say the drug has to 
be given only on the prescription of a registered medical practitioner. 

9. Simply put, the combination did reduce the viral load but the size of the study 
is too small to draw a definitive conclusion. 

 

Q3: Discuss the provisions of Aircraft Amendment Bill, 2020. 

1. Recently, the Lok Sabha has passed the Aircraft (Amendment) Bill, 2020 
which seeks to amend the Aircraft Act, 1934. 

2. The Act regulates the manufacture, possession, use, operation, sale, import 
and export of civil aircrafts and licensing of aerodromes. 

3. The Bill will provide statutory status to regulatory institutions like the 
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), the Bureau of Civil Aviation 
Security (BCAS) and the Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB). 

4. DGCA will carry out oversight and regulatory functions with respect to matters 
under the Bill. 

5. BCAS carries out regulatory oversight functions related to civil aviation 
security. 
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6. AAIB carries out investigations related to aircraft accidents and incidents. 
7. The statutory status to these regulatory institutions would improve India’s 

aviation safety ranking as suggested by the International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO). 

8. The Bill proposes to increase the fine amount for violations of rules from ₹10 
lakh to ₹1 crore for aviation industry players. 

9. Under the Bill, the central government may cancel the licences, certificates or 
approvals granted to a person under the Act if the person contravenes any 
provision of the Act. 

10.The Act exempted aircrafts belonging to the naval, military, or air forces of the 
Union. 

11.The Bill expands this exemption to include aircrafts belonging to any other 
armed forces other than these three. 

Q4 : What is Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX) Initiative all about? 

1. iDEX is an initiative taken by the government to contribute towards 
modernization of the Defence Industry. 

2. iDEX aims to promote innovation and technology development in Defence 
and Aerospace by engaging Industries (which includes MSMEs, start-ups, 
individual innovators, R&D institutes & academia). 

3. iDEX will provide the engaging industries with funding and other support to 
carry out Research & Development. 

4. iDEX will be funded and managed by Defence Innovation Organization (DIO), 
and will function as the executive arm of DIO. 
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