
Q : What are the New Features Added to e-NAM recently? What are the expected 
benefits? 
 

1. Recently, the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare has launched three 
new features of the National Agriculture Market (e-NAM) Platform. 

2. The new features will strengthen agriculture marketing by reducing farmers’ 
need to physically go to wholesale mandis for selling their harvested produce. 

3. One, Integration of Negotiable Warehouse Receipt System (e-NWRs) Module 
with e-NAM.  

4. Farmers will now be able to place their produce in WDRA accredited 
warehouses and directly trade their stored produce from selected 
Warehousing Development and Regulatory Authority (WDRA). 

5. Benefits such as depositor can save the logistics expenses and will have 
better income would occur. 

6. Farmers can sell the produce across the Nation at better price without the 
hassle of going to mandi. 

7. Farmers with their produce in WDRA accredited warehouses can avail the 
benefit of pledge loan, if required and this would also lead to Price 
stabilization by matching supply and demand. 

8. Second, FPO trading Module 
9. It will enable Farmer Producers’ Organisations (FPOs) to upload the picture of 

their produce and quality parameters from their premise/collection centres for 
bidding. 

10.Distant bidders can visualise the produce before bidding by seeing the 
pictures and quality. 

11.After successful bidding, FPOs can deliver the produce from their premises or 
by bringing it to mandi. 

12.This will decongest mandis and also reduce the hassle. This will help FPOs 
by reducing logistics costs and enhance their bargaining power. 

13.Third, Launch of Logistic Module. 
14.Now, a provision has been made for linking large logistic companies to users. 

Traders will be able to  go to the logistics provider’s website and select 
appropriate services. 

15.With these additions, more than 3,75,000 number of trucks from large logistic 
providers would be added for logistic purpose. 

16.This will help in seamless transportation of agri-produce and promote 
inter-state trade by providing online transport facilities for distant buyers. 

 
Q : Discuss how the pandemic might complicate the conversation around climate 
change? 
 



1. Amidst the pandemic, one of the silver linings that has been reported from 
across the world is that people are breathing cleaner air. 

2. But while the air may be getting cleaner, the lockdowns are not exactly good 
news for climate change research, which is witnessing setbacks in the form of 
funding cuts, cancelled climate conferences and reduced political will to tackle 
climate change.  

3. Further, experts warn that the change in AQIs is at best temporary and 
therefore may not be reason enough to rejoice.  

4. One of the major concerns is that as climate change research has been 
halted, it might become difficult to restart the conversation around it, even 
after the pandemic is brought under control. 

5. The major projects that were scheduled to gather environmental data have all 
been cancelled or postponed and the crisis has also cast a shadow on routine 
monitoring of weather and climate change.  

6. Further, because commercial flights are running at a lesser frequency, it has 
also become difficult to collect ambient temperatures and the wind speed, 
which is taken by in-flight sensors. 

7. However, it is not climate change research alone that is suffering, but most 
other laboratory research has been put on hold.  

8. One reason for this is that researchers and medical scientists are required to 
focus their work on the single topic, which is coronavirus.  

9. The other reason that other research has more or less been halted is because 
of restrictions including lockdowns, insistence on working from home and 
other social distancing requirements. 

 
Q : What is INSTEX Barter Mechanism? Why has it been launched? 

1. Six Countries - Belgium, Denmark, Finland, the Netherlands, Norway and 
Sweden have recently joined INSTEX. 

2. Instrument in Support of Trade Exchanges (INSTEX)’ was established by 
France, Germany and the United Kingdom in 2019 to allow European entities 
to maintain trade with Iran. 

3. The mechanism has been designed to circumvent U.S. sanctions against 
trade with Iran by avoiding the use of the dollar. 

4. The United States imposed sanctions, after it withdrew from Iran nuclear deal, 
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), in 2018. 

5. This Paris-based mechanism functions as a clearing house allowing Iran to 
continue to sell oil and import other products or services in exchange. 

6. The mechanism represents continuing commitment of France, Germany and 
the UK to the JCPOA. 

Q : Discuss the NBFC Liquidity Norms introduced by the RBI recently. 



 
1. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has introduced ‘liquidity management 

framework’ for Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs). 
2. The RBI move has come following liquidity crunch among some NBFCs in 

meeting their recent repayment obligations after the collapse of the 
Infrastructure Leasing and Financial Services (IL&FS) group. 

3. Key Points include : 
4. All non-deposit taking NBFCs (NBFC-NDs) with asset size of Rs 10,000 crore 

and above and all deposit-taking NBFCs (NBFC-Ds) have to maintain a 
liquidity buffer in terms of Liquidity Coverage Ratio (LCR). 

5. LCR refers to the proportion of highly liquid assets held by companies to 
ensure their ongoing ability to meet short-term obligations. 

6. It will promote resilience of NBFCs to potential liquidity disruptions by 
ensuring that they have sufficient High Quality Liquid Asset (HQLA) to survive 
any acute liquidity stress scenario lasting for 30 days. 

7. HQLAs mean liquid assets that can be readily sold or immediately converted 
into cash at little or no loss of value, or used as collateral to obtain funds in a 
range of stress scenarios. 

8. The LCR requirement will be binding on NBFCs from 1st December, 2020 
with the minimum HQLAs to be held being 50% of the LCR, progressively 
reaching up to the level of 100% by 1st December, 2024. 

9. Assets to be included as HQLA include cash, government securities and 
marketable securities issued or guaranteed by foreign sovereigns. These 
assets should be free of any financial liability. 

10.The presence of liquid reserve will prevent a NBFC from going into a default 
loss if some inflows get delayed. 

 
 
Q :Discuss the provisions of the Special Alternative Investment Fund (AIF) set up for 
Housing Projects. 
 

1. The Union Cabinet has approved the creation of an Alternative Investment 
Fund (AIF) of ₹25,000 crore to revive stalled affordable and middle-income 
housing projects across the country. 

2. The fund size will initially be ₹25,000 crore with the government providing 
₹10,000 crore and the State Bank of India (SBI) and the Life Insurance 
Corporation (LIC) providing the balance. 

3. However, the fund is not capped at ₹25,000 crore and will likely grow as a lot 
of sovereign funds have shown interest. 

4. The fund will be set up as Category-II Alternative Investment Fund registered 
with the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI). 



5. It will be managed by SBICAP Ventures Limited (SVL). It is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of SBI Capital Markets Ltd. 

6. All affordable and middle-income housing projects that are Net worth positive, 
Registered with the Real Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA) and that have 
not been deemed liquidation-worthy under the National Company Law 
Tribunal will also be eligible for funding. 

7. The fund will provide money in escrow accounts that can be used only for 
completion of the identified projects. 

8. There are more than 1,600 housing projects which are stalled. The fund is 
expected to revive the same. 

9. This will help in alleviating stress for homebuyers, real estate players as well 
as banks that have backed these projects. 

10.Revival of the real estate sector will also lead to demand of cement, iron & 
steel industries, thus also generating employment. 

11.The fund will also generate commercial return for its investors. 
12.The AIF is expected to pool investments from government-related and private 

investors, including public financial institutions, sovereign wealth funds, public 
and private banks, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


