
Q : What are the objectives of POSHAN Abhiyaan? Examine it’s progress so far. 
 

1. POSHAN Abhiyaan (National Nutrition Mission) targets to reduce stunting, 
undernutrition, anemia (among young children, women and adolescent girls) and 
reduce low birth weight by 2%, 2%, 3% and 2% per annum respectively. 

2. The target of the mission is to bring down stunting among children in the age group 
0-6 years from 38.4% to 25% by 2022. 

3. POSHAN Abhiyaan aims to ensure service delivery and interventions by use of 
technology, behavioural change through convergence and lays-down specific targets 
to be achieved across different monitoring parameters. 

4. Under the Abhiyaan, Swasth Bharat Preraks will be deployed one in each district for 
coordinating with district officials and enabling fast and efficient execution of the 
Abhiyaan across the country. Swasth Bharat Preraks would function as catalyst for 
fast tracking the implementation of the Abhiyaan. 

5. According to the data shared in Parliament in January, State governments/UTs have 
utilised a mere 30% of the funds released under the Poshan Abhiyaan since it was 
launched in 2017. 

6. The five best performers in terms of fund utilisation were Mizoram , Lakshadweep, 
Bihar, Himachal Pradesh and Meghalaya. 

7. The worst five performers were Punjab, Karnataka, Kerala, Jharkhand and 
Assam.The programme was conceptualised to be implemented in phases so the 
utilisation will increase over the years. 
 

Q : Discuss the status of FDI as per the data released by Department for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) of Ministry of Commerce and Industry along with sectoral 
distribution. 
 

1. According to the data released by the Department for Promotion of Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT) in January, the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in India rose 
15% to $26 billion in the first half of FY2020 (Fiscal year 2019-20).  

2. Singapore continued to be the largest source of FDI in India during the first half of 
FY2020 with $8 billion investments.  

3. The inflow of FDI during the same period (April-September) of 2018-19 stood at 
$22.66 billion.  

4. The top FDI sourcing countries to India include : Singapore followed by Mauritius 
($6.36 billion), the United States(US) ($2.15 billion), the Netherlands ($2.32 billion), 
and Japan ($1.78 billion) in the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th place respectively. 

5. Some of the sectors that attracted maximum foreign inflows during April-September 
2019-20 include Services at $4.45 billion, Computer software and hardware at $4 
billion, Telecommunications at $4.28 billion, Automobile at $2.13 billion and Trading 
at $2.14 billion. 

 
Q : What is Extraocular Vision? Why is it in news? 
 

1. The ability to see without eyes is known as extraocular vision. 



2. For the first time, researchers have shown that a species of brittle stars can see even 
though it does not have eyes. 

3. The red brittle star (Ophiocoma wendtii) has become only the second creature, after 
a sea urchin species, known to have the extraocular vision. 

4. In sea urchins and brittle stars, researchers suspect that extraocular vision is 
facilitated by the photoreceptor cells found on their bodies. 

5. The researchers suggest that a brittle star sees with the help of light-sensing cells 
that cover its entire body. These light-sensing cells give the brittle star visual stimuli, 
allowing it to recognise coarse structures such as rocks. 

6. Another peculiar feature of the red brittle star is its signature colour change. While the 
creature is deep red during the day, it changes its colour to beige at night. 

 
Q : What is the trend and reasons of tiger mortality in India as per the recent report of 
Ministry of Forest Environment and Climate Change (MoEFCC 
 

1. According to the Ministry of Forest Environment and Climate Change (MoEFCC), the 
number of tiger deaths in 2019 has decreased for the first time in three years. 

2. The number of tiger deaths recorded in previous years are 122 (2016), 115 (2017), 
100 (2018) and 95 (2019). 

3. Decreasing tiger mortality has emerged parallelly with the increasing numbers of 
tigers in the country. 

4. The tiger census report (2019), reported an increase in the number of tigers 
compared to 2014. 

5. For 2019, 84 cases of tiger deaths and 11 cases of seizures because a tiger is 
presumed dead on the basis of body parts seized by authorities, were reported in the 
country. 

6. Madhya Pradesh, which has the highest number of tigers in the country (526, as per 
the last census), has recorded the highest number of tiger deaths (31) followed by 
Maharashtra (18), Karnataka (12) and Uttarakhand (10). 

7. Deaths were also recorded from non-tiger bearing states like Gujarat, where a tiger 
had strayed into the State and died. 

8. Poaching is the main reason for tiger deaths in the country followed by other natural 
reasons. 

9. The data on tiger mortality also confirms 22 cases of poaching in the country. 
10. Tigers are most vulnerable when they are outside reserves as they are not under 

surveillance. 
11. Almost over 70% of cases of poaching have been reported outside tiger reserves. 
12. The reduced tiger mortalities are due to usage of technology for surveillance, good 

management of tiger reserves and a lot of awareness and education programmes on 
tiger conservation. 

 
 
 
 


