
 

The 1946 Naval Mutiny 
What was the Mutiny? 

On February 18, 1946, around 1,100 Indian sailors or “ratings” of the HMIS Talwar and the 
Royal Indian Navy (RIN) Signal School in Bombay declared a hunger strike, triggered by 
the conditions and treatment of Indians in the Navy.  

A “slow down” strike was also called, which meant that the ratings would carry out their 
duties slowly. 

Spread of the Strike -  

The morning after February 18, somewhere between 10,000-20,000 sailors joined the strike, 
as did shore establishments in Karachi, Madras, Calcutta, Mandapam, Visakhapatnam, and 
the Andaman Islands.  

Why was the Strike called? 

1. They demanded for better food and working conditions but the agitation soon turned into 
a wider demand for independence from British rule. 

2. The commander of HMIS Talwar, F M King, reportedly addressed the naval ratings as 
“sons of coolies and bitches”, inflaming the situation further. 

3. One of the triggers for the RIN strike was the arrest of a rating, BC Dutt, who had 
scrawled “Quit India” on the HMIS Talwar. 

What were the demands of The Naval Mutiny? 

1. The protesting sailors demanded the release of all political prisoners including those from 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s Indian National Army (INA). 

2. Actions against the commander for ill-treatment and using insulting language. 

3. Revision of pay and allowances to put RIN employees on par with their counterparts in 
the Royal Navy. 

4. Demobilisation of RIN personnel with provisions for Peacetime Employment. 

5. Release of Indian forces stationed in Indonesia, and better treatment of subordinates by 
their officers. 

Why was the Naval Mutiny significant? 

The RIN strike came at a time when the Indian nationalist sentiment had reached fever pitch 
across the country. The winter of 1945- 46 saw three violent upsurges: in Calcutta in 
November 1945 over the INA trials; in February 1946, also in Calcutta, over the sentencing 
of INA officer Rashid Ali; and, in that same month, the ratings’ uprising in Bombay.  

It is considered as the last nail in the coffin which gave the final blow to British empire. It 
was an event that further strengthened the determination among all sections of the Indian 
people to see the end of British rule. Deep solidarity and amity among religious groups was 
in evidence, which appeared to run counter to the rapidly spreading atmosphere of communal 
hatred and animosity. 

Trump’s Middle East Peace Plan and India 

Background: The Trump administration has proposed a political-cum-economical solution 
for ending the Israel and Palestine Conflict. 

 



 
Areas of Concern In the Proposal -  

1. Status of Jerusalem- the plan recognises Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. 

2. The legalisation of settlement of Israelis in the West bank, against The UN Resolution of 
Right to Return. 

3. Determination of how democracy and rule of law is functioning in Palestine depends on 
recognition by Israel and the USA. 

What is India’s long standing position? 

India has for long favoured the “Two State Solution” and as well as the Palestinian Right to 
Return, as recognised under United Nations Resolution. 

How has India handled the relationship in recent years? 

India has de-hyphenated the relation between Israel and Palestine in 2016 and has established 
full diplomatic relations with Israel. Israel is now a strategic partner. For the first time, Indian 
Prime Minister visited Israel without visiting Palestine at the same time. 

What is the difficulty in front of India? 

1. Recently, India had abrogated Article 370 granting Special Status to Jammu and Kashmir. 
Countries including Israel held it as an Internal Affair of India. It will be difficult for 
India to take a stand if Israel legalises its West Bank Settlement. 

2. The Arab-Palestine issue is considered as an “Orphan issue” now in the middle east. If 
the countries like Saudi Arabia, UAE, etc., have given their implicit consent, it will be 
difficult for India to take a counter stand considering dependency in the region. 

3. Both the USA and Israel are India’s Defence and Strategic partners. It will be difficult to 
jeopardise the relationship. 

4. India has a greater goal in the Middle East Region which cannot remain “Prisoners of 
past”. 

What is India’s stand? 

New Delhi’s position on the Israel-Palestinian issue was outlined by External Affairs 
Ministry spokesperson Raveesh Kumar. He urged Israel and Palestine to consider the US 
Peace Plan for the Middle East in possible negotiations in future for a Two-State Solution. He 
reiterated India’s view that the final status issues should be resolved through direct 
negotiations between the two parties.  
 

India and USA Trade Tensions 
Facts: 

From 1999 to 2018, Trade in Goods and Services between the two countries surged from $16 

billion to $142 billion. The bilateral trade is comparable with France and South Korea. 

Area of tensions in Trade: 

1. Bilateral Trade deficits- A major concern under the Trump era, particularly in the era of 
America first. India has slightly narrowed the trade deficit in goods with the United 
States, which went from $24.3 billion in 2016, the tenth-largest that year, to $23.3 billion 
in 2019, the eleventh largest. 



 
2. Tariffs- Trump has held India as a “Tariff King”. The USA applied new tariffs in 2018 

on steel and aluminium imports from dozens of countries, including India. India also 
drew up a list of retaliatory tariffs as a response. 

3. Generalized System of Preferences (GSP)- The Trump administration removed India 
from the GSP program. Shortly after the Trump administration pulled India from the 
GSP, India pulled the trigger on its retaliatory tariffs, after which the United States filed a 
dispute at the WTO. These retaliatory tariffs remain in place. 

4. Agriculture Products-  

a. India’s 2019 retaliatory tariffs included U.S. almonds, walnuts, cashews, apples, 
chickpeas, wheat, and peas—and came on top of globally applied tariff hikes by New 
Delhi. India imposed a retaliatory tariff of 20 percent on in-shell walnuts, added to a 
2018 global duty hike to 100 percent. These exports are important to the economies of 
California, Montana, and Washington.  

b. India requires that dairy products are “derived from a dairy cow that has been fed a 
vegetarian diet for its entire life.” India defends its position on Religious and Cultural 
grounds, whereas the association calls these requirements “scientifically 
unwarranted.” 

5. Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) -  Concerns include Piracy of Software, Film, Music 
and Weak Patent Protections, among others. India has remained on the watch list, despite 
some progression in the USA “Special 301 Report”. Washington still cites insufficient 
patent protections, restrictive standards for patents, and threats of compulsory licensing 
and India’s copyright regime. 

6. Investment Barriers- USA has concerns over limitations FDI in Banking (74%) and 
insurance (49%), concerns over India Single brand retails need of local sourcing. 

7. Harley-Davidson Motorcycle - Concern over India’s high tariffs on motorcycles—they 
stand at 50 percent for some Harley-Davidson models. 

8. Medical Devices - Concerns over Indian Government applied new price controls on 
Coronary Stents and Knee Implants. 

 

MEDIATION 
Why is it in the news? 

The Supreme Court appointed interlocutors Sanjay Hegde and Sadhana Ramachandran to 
persuade Anti-Citizenship Amendment Act protesters to end their blockade of a public road.  

What is Mediation? 

Mediation is a procedure to amicably resolve a dispute between two contesting parties, with 
minimum intervention of the court. It comes under the Alternative Disputes Resolution 
(ADR) mechanism as referred to under Section 89 of the Civil Procedure Code.  

Where it appears to the Court that there exist elements of a settlement which may be 
acceptable to the parties, the Court shall formulate the terms of settlement and give them to 
the parties for their observations and after receiving the observations of the parties, the Court 
may reformulate the terms of a possible settlement and refer the same for (a) arbitration; (b) 
conciliation; (c) judicial settlement including settlement through Lok Adalat; or (d) 
mediation. 

 



 
Why is it important? 

The Court will take the case only when all above routes are exhausted. It decreases the 
burden on the Court which is suffering from a huge backlog and delays. It is also a cost and 
time effective mechanism. Last month, Chief Justice of India, S A Bobde, pitched for a 
comprehensive law on making pre-litigation mediation mandatory. 

Work of Mediation till now? 

According to a report by the Supreme Court mediation centre, only 29 of the 164 cases taken 
for mediation in the year 2018 were settled while 94 were not. These include civil dispute 
cases like property disputes and marital discord. Recently Mediation on the Ayodhya dispute 
has failed to persuade parties involved. 

Why Mediation in the case of Shaheen Bagh protest? 

1. The Shaheen Bagh sit-in protest concerns a road-blockade, road a public good, causing 
traffic out of gear in parts of Delhi and Noida. 

2. People have a fundamental right to protest, so it is better to persuade the protesters to 
move the protest elsewhere. “Democracy is about the expression of views but “there are 
lines and boundaries for it”, the Court had observed. 

 

First Indian-American to lead a Powerful Federal Circuit Court 
in The USA 
What is the news? 

Prominent judge -Sri Srinivasan has become the first Indian-American to lead a powerful 
federal circuit court in the US, which is considered next only to the Supreme Court. He has 
become the Chief Judge of the United States High Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit. 

Famous cases he argued? 

1. In 2013, he argued against the Defense of Marriage Act, which restricted the definition of 
marriage to heterosexual couples for the purposes of federal benefits. This ruling 
eventually led to the June 2015 ruling that legalised gay marriage in the US. 

2. As part of the DC Circuit, Srinivasan was involved in a number of important 
environmental law cases, where he has been a member of panels that have ruled against 
states challenging the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and in favour of 
environmental challengers. 

How do high court judges assume their position in the US? 

In the US, as per the provisions of the Constitution, Supreme Court Justices, The Court of 
Appeals Judges and District Court Judges are nominated by the President and confirmed by 
the Senate. Names of potential nominees may be recommended by Senators or Members of 
the House who are of the President’s political party. Further, the Senate Judiciary Committee 
conducts confirmation hearings for each of the nominees. Article III of the US Constitution 
states that these judicial officers are appointed for a life term. 
 

Changes in Crop Insurance Schemes 
Why is it in the news? 

Government has decided to make changes in Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) 
and Restructured Weather Based Crop Insurance Scheme (RWBCIS). 



 
 

PMFBY and RWBCIS 

Earlier Provisions Changed Provisions Concerns and Implications 

1. Farmers pay a 
premium of 2% of the 
sum insured crops of 
Kharif; 1.5% for crops 
of Rabi; and 5% for 
all horticultural crops 

2. Rate of Normal 
Premium Subsidy is 
shared equally 
between the Centre 
and the states. 
(difference between 
actuarial premium rate 
and the rate of 
insurance premium 
payable by farmers) 

3. No upper limit for the 
central subsidy. 

4. The schemes are 
compulsory for all 
loanee farmers and 
optional for other 
farmers. 

5. Some of the risk 
covers were 
mandatory. 

1. The Centre’s premium subsidy 
has been capped under these 
schemes for premium rates up 
to 30% for unirrigated 
areas/crops and 25% for 
irrigated areas/crops. 

2. Now farmers’ joining the 
scheme is voluntary. 

3) The government has given 

  flexibility to states/UTs to 
implement PMFBY and 
RWBCIS, and given them the 
option to select any number of 
additional risk covers/features 
like prevented sowing, localised 
calamity, mid-season adversity, 
and post-harvest losses. 

1. The burden of premium 
subsidy will go up for 
the states. 

2. The state has to bear the 
entire burden of the 
premium subsidy in 
cases where the rate of 
the premium goes 
beyond the threshold of 
30%. 

3. By capping the subsidy 
for premium rates up to 
30%, the Centre wants to 
disincentivise certain 
crops in such areas 
where growing these 
crops involve high risks 
in terms of crop 
insurance premiums. 

4. Removal of some risks 
covered can force some 
of the farmers to opt out 
of the schemes. 

Some Facts: 

1. RWBCIS - While PMFBY is based on the yield, RWBCIS is based on proxies and 
farmers are provided insurance protection against adverse weather conditions such as 
excess rainfall, wind and temperature. The number of insured farmers under RWBCIS is 
relatively low. 

2. While the average premium rate under PMFBY and RWBCIS at the national level was 
12.32% for 2018-19, for some crops in certain districts, the rate of premium has been 
higher than 30% in recent years. 

3. The states are already defaulting on their share, and the Centre’s new cap will put an 
additional financial burden on them. For example, Madhya Pradesh has not paid its share 
of premium even for Kharif 2018, resulting into farmers not getting their dues. 

 

 

 



 

Startups and Women 
Why is it in the News? 

In the recently released Index of Women Entrepreneurs 2019, India ranked 52 out of the 57 
surveyed countries. 

Some Facts on Women Startups -  

1. Only 43% of the 27,084 recognised startups in India had a Woman Director, according to 
the data of Economic Survey 2019-20. 

2. Women’s representation remained low even in the states where top performers in terms of 
state-wise distribution of recognised startups—Delhi, Maharashtra and Karnataka. 

3. According to Innoven Capital, (venture debt and lending platform) the number of funded 
startups with at least one female co-founder declined from 17% in 2018 to 12% in 2019.  

4. Women entrepreneurs in India can generate 150-170 million jobs by 2030, which is more 
than 25% of the new jobs required for the entire working-age population, according to a 
report “Women Entrepreneurship in India—Powering the economy with her”. 

5. In many cases, women are named as owners for financial and administrative reasons with 
no active role to play. 

6. Of all the women-owned enterprises, a majority is single person enterprises, with the 
largest group being rural non-farm home-based business owners at 38%, followed by 
urban self-employed women solopreneurs at 31%, who usually work from home. 

7. Women account for 70% of the global health workforce and are the primary caregivers 
for the elderly and children. Despite their clear dominance in healthcare, investors' 
interest in health startups by women continues to remain scarce. 

Why is it a cause of concern? 

The women’s participation in the labour force (LFPR) has been a declining trend and is 
expected to be under pressure because of labour trends, technological disruption, and 
constraining social barriers. 

At the same time, there is a burgeoning demographic dividend that needs employment. 

What are the causes of low Women-headed-startups? 

1. Women have no risk covering possibility financially, besides lack of credit support.  

2. There is a lack of institutional support system for first timers so even at the smallest 
obstacle, they give up. 

3. Overall, one needs to get the support of families, which is often lacking for women in 
India. 

What needs to be done? 

According to the Report prepared by ORF, “Women Entrepreneurs in India: What is 
holding them back?" -  

1. The low women entrepreneurship rates are part of a broader gender gap in economic 
participation and opportunity. 

2. The policies aimed at including more women in senior and leadership positions are 
needed, which will help them gain experience and knowledge, which in turn will enable 
them to start their own businesses. 



 
3. Women entrepreneurs in India need better access to finance and networks. 

What steps has the Government taken to deal with the above problems? 

1. To promote entrepreneurship among the youth, programs like Startup India, Stand-up 
India are in play. The initiative aimed at creating an ecosystem that is conducive for the 
growth of startups. 

2. Organizations such as NITI Aayog’s Women Entrepreneurship Platform, Catalyst for 
Women Entrepreneurship, and the Accelerator for Women in tech initiated by Zone 
Startups India, provide dedicated support for women entrepreneurs. 

 

BLACK BOX 

What are Black boxes in airplanes? 

Black box is word use for Flight recorder, which is an electronic device that records the 
activities in an airplane. Depending upon its location it can be of two types- 

1. Flight Data Recorder (FDR) that stores the recent history of the flight by recording 
dozens of parameters collected several times per second. 

2. Cockpit voice recorder that records the audio voices in the cockpit. 

Are the Black boxes compulsory? 

Yes, they are compulsory on any commercial flight or corporate jet, and are usually kept in 
the tail of an aircraft, where they are more likely to survive a crash. 

How are long audios recorded? 

Only two hours of cockpit voice recording, which is recorded over itself in a loop. It records 
the chats of pilots or any external sound. This can be crucial for investigations. 

How can a black box be found if an airplane crashes? 

Black boxes are fitted with an underwater locator beacon that starts emitting a pulse if its 
censor touches water. They work to a depth of just over four kilometres, and can "ping" once 
a second for 30 days before the battery runs out. So it is important to find the black box 
before its battery dies out. For Example- MH 370 that crashed in Indian Ocean. 

Why is it in the news? 

Recently, Iran has denied handover of Ukrainian flight blackbox to western countries.  
 

Pathalgadi Movement 

What does the word ‘Pathalgadi’ mean? 

Pathal stands for Stone and Gadi means erection, so the word ‘Pathalgadi’ stands for stone 
erection on land. 

History of the practice -  

It is an ancient tradition in the tribal communities of Jharkhand and Adivasis usually erected 
engraved stones to mark the birth or death of a person.It is long followed custom. 

Why is there a new wave in Pathalgadi Movement? 

The new wave in Pathalgadi Movement are by the tribals demanding and asserting their 
rights under the 5th Schedule of the Indian Constitution (which deals with the administration 



 
and control of ‘Scheduled areas’ as well as of Scheduled Tribes residing in that area) as well 
as under Panchayat (Extension of Scheduled Area) Act,1996. That Act empowered the Gram 
Sabhas or Panchayats to safeguard and preserve their traditions, community spaces and 
culture, and gave them the right to mandatory consultation in land acquisition. 

What is written on stones? 

These stones are usually 15-feet long and 4-feet wide, painted in green and are found in four 
districts of Jharkhand, including Khunti, the birthplace of Adivasi icon Birsa Munda. 

The stones include excerpts from the PESA Act and the Fifth Schedule of the Constitution of 
India, which deals with the administration and control of ‘scheduled areas’ as well as of 
Scheduled Tribes residing in that area. 

Why is it in the news? 

This practice became a law and order problem. As the region is also Naxal affected, it was 
alleged by the previous regime of the State that such practice is stopping police and other 
state functionaries to fulfil demand of people there. The event took a political turn and 
became violent. Many of the accused were charged under Sedition law, which has now been 
removed by the present regime of the State. 

 

Urbanization and Climate Change 
 
Facts: 
1) In 2018, India suffered over 2,081 deaths from climate-triggered extreme weather events, 

with an economic loss of over US$37.8 billion (about three times the loss of 2017). 
2) Parts of cities such as Mumbai, Kolkata, Surat and Kakinada are at risk of being under 

water by 2050. (Climate Central, 2019). 
3) With India’s population expected to rise to 1.7 billion by 2065, the majority of it being 

urban, the demand for livable cities will be hard to square with the development first 
agenda. 

4) Average temperature in India increased by 0.6°C between 1910 to 2018. 
 
Recent examples: 
1) Australia’s recent bout of bushfires, sparked by an extended drought, has devastated its 

local flora and fauna.  
2) Timor Sea, Indonesia’s capital Jakarta witnessed record-breaking flooding with 

unseasonal rainfall. 
3) Delhi, Mumbai and Bengaluru have witnessed more days with temperature exceeding 

35°C in the past decade than they did in the past. 
 
How to deal with such a crisis? 
1) Our urban development approach needs to change from a development-first approach to a 

co-benefit approach. 
2) Cities need to start planning and enacting initiatives to mitigate the climate crisis on an 

urgent basis. Such as cities must stop paving over soil that is water-absorbent or building 
over natural floodplains. Urban initiatives need to incorporate planning for adversities 
such as heat waves. 

3) There is a need of coordination within the municipal departments across labour, drinking 
water and power, which requires additional data gathering and city-level research. 



 
4) We need to revamp our realty markets and must encourage local builders to factor in 

issues such as the sea level rise and the climate crisis in their risk analysis, while focusing 
on retail assets to comprehend them future-proof.  

5) Waste management initiatives must be kicked off in major cities such as Mumbai, Surat 
and Kolkata.  

6) We can take help of Smart Cities Mission. 

Social Unrest Index 

About: 
A composite indicator which provides a reflection of national social health. It is a feature of 
the World of Work Report (by ILO) since 2011. It measures the frequency of events that 
create unrest, like demonstrations and strikes. There is an increase in events accompanying 
unrest in both  global level and 7 out of 11 regions between 2009 to 2019. 
 
How is it measured? 
The index is constructed using variables drawn from the Gallup World Poll Survey related to 
respondents’ confidence in government, standard of living, personal freedoms, job 
opportunities and access to the Internet. 
 
What does it reflect? 
In the recent annual World Employment and Social Outlook Report, ILO has held that  
- As many as 267 million young people between the age group of 15 to 24 are in a state of  

three noes i.e. without employment, education and training, who are contributing to the 
social unrest caused across the globe. 

- The report draws a very strong connection between social unrest, unemployment and 
underemployment. 

 

Disaster Risk Index 
 
Why is it in the news? 
Recently, 15th Finance Commission has attempted a transparent methodology to allocate 
funds for disaster management based on Disaster Risk Index. 
 
About: 
A Disaster Risk Index (DRI) has been prepared that assigns scores to each state based on 
probability of hazard and vulnerability of the state to deal with disaster. 
 
How is it measured? 
The DRI has been developed through a quantitative exercise assigning scores to the 
probability of hazards and the extent of vulnerability of a state.  
 

 Probability of hazards Vulnerability of a state 

Dimensions 
used 

Hazard zonation and risk 
exposure maps. 

1) Both income and non-income 
dimensions like poor housing, informal 
jobs, social isolation and remote 
terrains. 

2) It introduces weight-ages for area, 
population and risk profile. 



 

 Probability of hazards Vulnerability of a state 

Score 70 30 

Internal division 1) The four major hazards that 
have been assigned a score of 
15 each are floods, drought, 
cyclone and earthquake.  

2) The remaining score of 10 has 
been assigned equally to all 
states for smaller hazard like 
landslides, windstorms, 
hailstorm, cloud burst and 
lightening. 

Area and population have been given 
weightage of 15 per cent each. 

Other facts  The vulnerability has been assigned based 
on the below poverty line population. 
States with poverty rate of 26 per cent and 
above have been assigned the highest score 
of 30. 

 
 
States in highest score category  
 
Odisha (90) > Bihar (80) > Gujarat (80) > Uttar Pradesh (75) >West Bengal (75) 
 

Global Data Centre and India 
 
Facts: 
1) India’s data centre market is likely to reach US$4 billion against the US’s US$69 billion 

by 2024. 
2) The global data centre market is expected to grow by US$284.44 billion during 2019-23, 

according to market researcher Technavio. 
 
Why are data centres important? 
1) Data centre parks can be a part of the strategy to leverage the opportunities offered by a 

data-driven economy. 
2) With close to 450 million Internet users and more than one billion mobile subscribers, the 

data centre sector in India is cited as one of the fastest-growing in the world with demand 
outstripping supply. 

3) Data is the new ’oil’; that is one who controls data will control the world development. 
  
 
What are the problems being faced by data centres in India? 
1) There is no large-scale foreign investment in the data centres in the country.  
2) There is neither any policy nor a framework on how these global data centres hubs can be 

created in India. 
3) Setting up data centres in India can be challenging considering costly real estate, high 

power consumption and heavy expenses incurred in improving wide area network 
connectivity. 



 
4) Finding the land, working with local authorities and having uninterrupted power supply 

are some of the challenges to mention that the data centre companies face.  
5) They have to work with different regulations specific to different states and cities. 
 
What the recent Budget proposes? 
1) Policy to enable the private sector to build data centre parks throughout the country. 
2) Proposal aimed to make it easier for foreign investment in data centre campuses, and it 

will  seek to decrease the paperwork as well as taxes associated with data centre 
development. 

 

India’s vision of SAGAR 
& 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief ( HADR)  
 
About: 
SAGAR stands for Security and Growth for All in the Region. According to this vision, India 
would do everything to safeguard its mainland and islands to defend its interests. Further, 
India will also work to ensure a safe, secure and stable Indian Ocean Region (IOR). 
 
What are its key components? 
SAGAR has various distinct and inter-related elements such as deepening economic and 
security cooperation with the littoral states, enhancing capacities to safeguard land and 
maritime territories, working towards sustainable regional development, blue economy, and 
promoting collective action to deal with non-traditional threats like natural disasters, piracy, 
terrorism, etc. 
 
Why we need the vision of SAGAR? 
1) SAGAR is important as the Indian Ocean Region(IOR)  has over forty littoral states 

bearing over 40 percent of the world’s population. It is through the IOR that two-thirds of 
the world’s oil shipments; one-third of the world’s bulk cargo; and half of the world’s 
container traffic transit.  

2) Around 90 percent of India’s trade by volume and 90 percent of its energy imports transit 
through these waters.  

3) The IOR and its hinterland form the locus of about seventy percent of the world’s natural 
disasters resulting from earthquakes, cyclones, tsunamis, and floods. 

4) In 2013, former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh declared that India is a ‘net security 
provider’ in the Indian Ocean Region(IOR) and it has continued since then. 

 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) 
 
Recent cases of HADR operations by Indian Navy: 
 

Operation Name Country Disaster/Relief 

Operation Vanilla Madagascar Cyclone Diane which landfall in Madagascar and 
La Reunion late on January 24 causing heavy 
rain and flash floods. 

Operation Sahayata Mozambique Cyclone Idai, a Category 4 tropical storm 



 

Operation Name Country Disaster/Relief 

Operation Blossom Libya Evacuation of stranded Indians in violence-hit 
Libya. 

Operation Rahat Yemen Indian warships rescued over 3,000 stranded 
Indian citizens in Yemen. 

 
 
Why was India able to play such role in HADR? 
Indian naval ships on overseas deployment are mandated to carry additional HADR kits for 
such possible events, thus enabling them to be well-prepared to undertake relief work. This 
has been possible due to a shift in Indian Navy’s deployment patterns from 2017 onwards to 
a dynamic ‘Mission Based Deployments’ in which mission-ready Indian ships are prepared 
round the clock to carry out anti-piracy patrol and provide humanitarian assistance when 
required. Such an approach provides Indian ships the requisite speed and flexibility to 
manoeuvre at the shortest possible time and provide assistance in its areas of operation. 
 

Make in India 
 
About: 
The Indian government announced the ‘Make in India’ initiative to encourage manufacturing 
in India and galvanize the economy with dedicated investments in manufacturing and 
services in 2014.  
 
What were its objectives and how it has performed? 
 

OBJECTIVE ASSESSMENT 

1)To increase the 
manufacturing sector’s growth 
rate to 12-14% per annum in 
order to increase the sector’s 
share in the economy 

Gross fixed capital formation of the private sector, a measure of 
aggregate investment, declined to 28.6% of GDP in 2017-18 
from 31.3% in 2013-14 (Economic Survey 2018-19). 
Analysis- 
Household savings have declined, while the private corporate 
sector’s savings have increased. Though the private sector’s 
savings have increased, but investments have decreased, despite 
policy measures to provide a good investment climate. 

2) To create 100 million 
additional manufacturing  jobs 
in the economy by 2022 

Employment, especially industrial employment, has not grown 
to keep pace with the rate of new entries into the labour market. 

3) To ensure that the 
manufacturing sector’s 
contribution to GDP is 
increased to 25% by 2022 
(revised to 2025) from the 
current 16%.  

The monthly Index of Industrial Production(IIP) pertaining to 
manufacturing has registered double-digit growth rates only on 
two occasions during the period April 2012 to November 2019. 
For some months it was negative, implying contraction in the 
sector. 

 
 
 



 
What could be the reason for the underperformance of Make in India? 
 
1) The scheme relied much on foreign capital for investments and global markets for 

production, which created an inbuilt uncertainty, as domestic production had to be 
planned according to the demand and supply conditions elsewhere. 

2) Problems in implementation, resulted in a large number of stalled projects. 
3) It set out ambitious growth rates for the manufacturing sector to achieve. An annual 

growth rate of 12-14% is well beyond the capacity of the industrial sector, which has not 
been achieved historically in India. 

4) The initiative brought in too many sectors into its fold, which further led to a loss of 
policy focus.  

5) The policy is devoid of any understanding of the comparative advantages of the domestic 
economy. 

6) Uncertainties of the global economy and ever-rising trade protectionism. 
 

Amendment Proposal of Customs Act 
 
About the Act? 
The Customs Act, 1962 is the basic statute which governs entry and exit of different 
categories of vessels, aircrafts, goods,  passengers, etc., into and from the country. 
So far, under the Customs Act, 1962 , the government has powers to ban imports and exports 
of gold and silver only. 
What amendment is proposed? 
The proposed amendment in the Customs Act, 1962 entails wide power to ban imports and 
exports of goods that may hurt the local economy. For example, to bar imports of cheap toys 
and firecrackers from China. 
This power will be exercised only in exceptional circumstances. 
The government also proposed to amend the Customs Tariff Act of 1975, to strengthen the 
mechanism that empowers the Central government to apply safeguard measures such as to 
prevent dumping of cheap goods in the domestic market, in case any article is imported into 
India in such increased quantity and under such conditions so as to cause or threaten to cause 
serious injury to the domestic industry. 
 
Why is the amendment proposed? 
1) China is a global manufacturing hub, which with its highly state sponsored subsidized 
goods and practice of dumping, posing India to face highest trade deficit with itself (around 
US$57 billion).  
These measures are aimed at narrowing the trade deficit with China, which has flooded the 
Indian market with items such as toys, firecrackers and solar power equipment. 
2) There is a global rise in protectionist policies and it is necessary to shield the home-grown 
companies amid slowing economic growth. 
3)  The new powers may provide leverage to the government so as to foster consumption of 
local products and boost manufacturing. 
 
What are the earlier steps taken to deal with above problem? 
1) India has merged two separate bodies which were handling anti-dumping and import 

safeguards to form the Directorate General of Trade Remedies, in similar lines with the 
US International Trade Commission, to create a trade defence mechanism that can 
respond to developments in a comprehensive and timely manner. 



 
2) The government has initiated more than 130 anti-dumping/countervailing 

duties/safeguard cases to deal with the rising incidences of unfair trade practices. 
3) The Recent Union budget also approved an enabling mechanism to raise tariffs on 

imports of green energy equipment such as solar cells and modules. 
 

 

 


