
 

Technical Textiles Mission 
Why is it in the news? 

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) cleared a plan to set up a National 
Technical Textiles Mission. Steps will be taken in the four years up to FY24 to boost the 
industry. 

What are components of the mission? 

1. The First component will focus on Research and Development (R&D) and Innovation 
and will have an outlay of ₹1,000 crore. The research will be at both, fibre level and 
application-based in geo, agro, medical, sports and mobile textiles and development of 
biodegradable technical textiles.  

2. The Second component will be for promotion and development of the market for 
technical textiles. 

3. The Third component will focus on export promotion so that technical textile exports 
from the country reach from the ₹14,000 crores now to ₹20,000 crores by 2021-2022 and 
ensure 10% average growth every year till the Mission ends. An Export Promotion 
Council for technical textiles will be set up.  

4. The Last component will be on Education, Training and Skill Development. The Mission 
will promote technical education at higher engineering and technology levels related to 
technical textiles and its application areas. 

What is the aim of the mission? 

1. Scheme is planned to boost Research, Production, Use and Export of Technical Textiles, 
to make the country a leader in this specialized segment of the textile industry.  

2. The bulk of the funds, ₹1,000 crores, will be used to promote research and development 
in the field.  

3. The focus will be on Carbon Fibre, Aramid Fibre, Nylon Fibre, and Composites. 

4. The steps would involve market development, global technical tie ups, investment 
promotions, and a drive to step up local production. 

5. The goal is to be self-dependent in technical textiles and to nullify the trade deficit in the 
area which is already declining. 

6. The Mission will focus on usage of technical textiles in various flagship missions, 
programmes of the country including strategic sectors. 

7. The Mission will also promote technical education at higher engineering and technology 
levels related to technical textiles and its application areas covering engineering, medical, 
agriculture, aquaculture and dairy segments.  

8. Skill development will be promoted and adequate pool of highly skilled manpower 
resources will be created for meeting the need of relatively sophisticated technical textiles 
manufacturing units. 

What are the technical textiles and their uses? 

Technical or engineered textiles are defined as products that are used for functional purposes 
rather than aesthetics. Technical textiles have various applications ranging from agriculture, 
roads, railway tracks, sportswear, health on one end to bullet proof jacket, fire proof jackets, 
high altitude combat gear and space applications on the other end of the spectrum. 



 
Technical textiles are segregated into 12 major segments: 

 

Among all categories, Packtech forms the largest segment and holds 42% of the market 
share. This is followed by Indutech, Mobilitech and Hometech. With regard to growth, 
Geotech is predicted to grow the fastest at a CAGR of 30%. Some of the examples of high-
growth potential technical textiles include shade nets, crop covers, baby diapers, sanitary 
napkins and surgical disposables, among others. 

What is the size of the technical textile segment? 

The segment is considered a sunshine industry. The Indian technical textiles segment is 
estimated at $16 billion but accounts for only 6% of the $250 billion global market. This 
Mission will increase India's share in the global technical textile market. The penetration 
level of technical textiles is low in India, varying between 5% and 10% against the level of 
30-70% in developed countries. The national technical textiles mission will aim at an average 
growth rate of 15-20% a year, taking the domestic market size to $40-50 billion by 2024. 

 

Poverty measurement in India 
Why is Poverty estimation in the news? 

1. Abhijit Banerjee of Indian origin got the Nobel prize in Economics for Experimental 
Approach to Alleviate Global Poverty. 

2. Recently during his visit, President Donald Trump praised India for having lifted over 
270 million people out of poverty in a single decade, and said that 12 Indian citizens are 
lifted out of extreme poverty every single minute of the day. 



 
What is poverty and how is it measured? 

1. Poverty can be defined as a condition in which an individual or household lacks the 
financial resources to afford a basic minimum standard of living.  

2. Economists and Policymakers estimate “Absolute” poverty as the shortfall in 
consumption expenditure from a threshold called the “Poverty Line”.  

3. The official poverty line is the expenditure incurred to obtain the goods in a “Poverty 
Line Basket” (PLB).  

4. Poverty can be measured in terms of the number of people living below this line. 

5. The incidence of poverty can be expressed as the Head Count Ratio meaning the number 
of people below this line divided by the total population of the country.  

6. The “depth” of poverty indicates how far the poor are below the poverty line. 

What does the basket of goods include? 

1. The Poverty Line Basket (PLB) comprises Goods and Services considered essential to a 
basic minimum standard of living — Food, Clothing, Rent, Conveyance, and 
Entertainment.  

2. The price of the food component can be estimated using Calorie norms or Nutrition 
targets. Until the 1990s, the calorie norms method was used — it was based on the 
minimum number of calories recommended by the Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR) for a household of five members.  

3. However, this method does not consider the different food groups that are essential for 
Health — this is why the Tendulkar Committee targeted nutritional outcomes. 

4. The Lakdawala Committee assumed that health and education is provided by the state — 
therefore, expenditure on these items was excluded from the consumption basket it 
proposed.  

5. Since expenditure on Health and Education rose significantly in the 1990s, the Tendulkar 
Committee included them in the basket. As a result of revisions to the basket and other 
changes in the method of estimation, the percentage of people living below the poverty 
line in 1993-94 rose from 35.97% to 45.3%. 

Why are Poverty numbers important? 

1. Poverty numbers matter because central schemes like Antyodaya Anna Yojana (which 
provides subsidized foodgrains to households living below the poverty line) and 
Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (health insurance for BPL households) use the 
definition of poverty given by the NITI Aayog or the erstwhile Planning Commission. 

2. The Centre allocates funds for these schemes to states based on the numbers of their poor. 
Errors of exclusion can deprive eligible households of benefits. 

How many committees have been formed so far for poverty estimation in India? 

Six official committees have so far estimated the number of people living in poverty in India: 

1. The Working Group of 1962;  

2. V N Dandekar and N Rath Committee in 1971;  

3. Y K Alagh in 1979;  

4. D T Lakdawala in 1993;  



 
5. Suresh Tendulkar in 2009; 

6. C Rangarajan in 2014.  

The Government did not take a call on the Report of the Rangarajan Committee; therefore, 
poverty is measured using the Tendulkar Poverty Line. As per this, 21.9% of people in India 
live Below the Poverty Line. 

In what other ways can poverty be estimated better than the Expenditure method? 

1. In 2011, Oxford University researchers devised the Multidimensional Poverty Index 
(MPI) to capture poverty using 10 indicators: Nutrition, Child Mortality, Years of 
Schooling, School Attendance, Ownership of Assets, Access to a proper house, 
Electricity, Drinking water, Sanitation, and Clean Cooking Fuel.  

2. Poverty is measured in terms of deprivation in at least a third of these indicators. In 2015-
16, nearly 37 crore Indians were estimated to meet the deprivation cut-off for three or 
more of the 10 indicators. 

3. While the Overall Headcount Multidimensional Poverty Ratio in 2015-16 was 27.9%, the 
number was 36.8% for rural and 9.2% for urban India.  

4. There were wide variations across states — poverty was the highest for Bihar (52.5%), 
followed by Jharkhand (46.5%), Madhya Pradesh (41.1%), and Uttar Pradesh (40.8%).  

5. It was the lowest for Kerala (1.1%), Delhi (4.2%), Punjab (6.1%), Tamil Nadu (7.3%) and 
Himachal Pradesh (8.1%). 

The MPI is a more comprehensive measure of poverty because it includes components that 
capture the standard of living more effectively. However, uses “outcomes” rather than 
“expenditure” — the presence of an undernourished person in the household will result in it 
being classified as “poor”, regardless of the expenditure on nutritious food. 

 

 

How is poverty defined globally? 

The International Poverty Line (extreme poverty) has been set at $1.90 a day by the World 
bank group. According to the most recent estimates, in 2015, 10 percent of the world’s 
population lived on less than US$1.90 a day, compared to 11 percent in 2013. That’s down 
from nearly 36 percent in 1990. 

What is the understanding of poverty beyond numbers? 

Defining and measuring poverty and calculating the percentage of poor people in a country or 
a region is not just a matter of numbers and averages. Nobel laureate Amartya Sen had delved 
beyond mathematical theory, approaching economics with an innovative social vision that 
was more real and more human. Years of hard work had helped him bring to light the many 
facets of poverty. 

According to Sen, poverty is a complex, multifaceted world that requires a clear analysis in 
all of its many dimensions. We cannot draw a poverty line and then apply it across the board 
to everyone the same way, without taking into account personal characteristics and 
circumstances. 

There are Geographical, Biological and Social factors that amplify or reduce the impact of 
income on each individual. The poor generally lack a number of elements, such as Education, 
Access to land, Health and Longevity, Justice, Family and Community support, Credit and 
other productive resources, A Voice in Institutions, and Access to Opportunities. 



 
According to Sen, being poor does not mean living below an imaginary poverty line, such as 
an income of two dollars a day or less. It means having an income level that does not allow 
an individual to cover certain basic necessities, taking into account the circumstances and 
social requirements of the environment. Rather than measuring poverty by income level, Sen 
recommends calculating how much an individual can achieve with that income, taking into 
account that such achievements will vary from one individual to another and from one place 
to another. 

Sen has found examples to illustrate his theory in the world of women. A woman with more 
education tends to have a better paid job, better control over her fertility, and better health 
indicators for herself and her children. 

There are systematic disparities in the freedom that men and women enjoy in different 
societies and these disparities are often not reducible to differences in income and resources. 
There are many other areas with gender disparities, such as the division of labor in the 
household, the extent of education received, and the liberties that the different members of 
the same household are permitted to enjoy. 

 

Revamped Insurance Plan of Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 
Why is it in the news? 

The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY), which became operational in 2016-17, 
has been hobbled by long delays in paying off claims, upsetting farmers. A revamped 
flagship crop insurance scheme unveiled last week by the Cabinet is the Modi Government’s 
first real reform in the farm sector, with the Centre virtually exiting the scheme and handing 
the insurance market and states a deciding role. 

 

 

What is the need for Crop Insurance Schemes in India? 

The schemes are crucial in a country where crops are vulnerable to Drought, Unseasonal 
rains and Pest attacks. Nearly 54% of the net-sown area lacks irrigation and 12 million 
hectares, on average, suffer annual weather shocks. 

What are the criticisms of the earlier PMFBY? 

1. Its move comes amidst growing allegations that the PMFBY is benefitting insurance 
companies more than anyone else. 

2. It is noted that 40 districts account for 50 per cent of the insurance claims under the 
PMFBY. So focus is needed only on these districts instead of forcing farmers in low risk 
areas to pay premium. 

3. There have been widespread protests by farmers across the country over non-payment or 
delayed clearance of claim benefits.  

4. Many crop insurance companies had decided to opt out citing huge surge in claims. 

What are the major changes in the Revamped Insurance Plan? 

1. A key change in the scheme is that farmers can now choose whether to buy crop 
insurance or not. Earlier, insurance was compulsory for any farmer with a crop loan. 



 
2. The Centre has claimed that coverage under Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana 

(PMFBY) has increased to 30 percent of the gross cropped area (GCA) from 23 per 
cent in 2015-16 under the earlier schemes. 

3. States will not be allowed to implement the scheme in case they make a “considerable 
delay” in releasing their share of premium subsidy to Insurance companies.  

4. Cut-off dates for invoking this provision for Kharif and Rabi crops (monsoon and winter) 
will be 31st March and 30th September respectively. 

5. Insurance companies often quoted very different rates for the same crop because states 
would not provide required data, such as crop failure rates. 

6. A New Farmers Assistance Programme for the 151 highly water-stressed districts of the 
country, also for districts that host India’s poorest farmers. 

7. The Centre has expanded its share of premium subsidy to 90% for North-Eastern States 
from the existing sharing pattern of 50:50 between Centre and states to promote insurance 
in relatively uncovered regions. 

What do new changes mean for States, Farmers and Insurance companies? 

1. Since the scheme has been made optional for farmers, premium rates are likely to go up 
because only farmers who perceive their crops to be “high risk” will go for insurance. 

2. It will have a deeper impact on premium rates and how the scheme eventually fares. 

3. It is a reform that is aimed to discipline states and ultimately, the scheme itself because 
State Governments have to now take a major responsibility in implementing the scheme 
because they have to do everything. 

4. The earlier scheme made for indiscriminate coverage and companies got a lot of business 
from low risk areas as the scheme was compulsory for loanee farmers. Currently, 58 
percent of the total farmers are loanees. 

5. Making crop insurance voluntary for farmers, force insurance firms to work for their 
customers and match their products to farmers’ needs. 

What are the achievements of the scheme so far? 

The insurance programme has covered 30 percent of the cultivable area. Claims worth Rs 
60,000 crores have been cleared, while Rs 13,000 crore premiums have been collected. 

 

One Product One District Scheme in Farming Sector 
Why is it in the news? 

In the Budget 2020, the Finance Minister announced One Product One District in the farming 
sector. For better marketing and export, supporting states will focus on one product for one 
district, so that high focus is given at district level for horticulture to gain momentum. 

What is One District One Product Scheme in UP? 

UP government's One District, One Product scheme seeks to promote traditional industries 
synonymous with their respective districts to spur the local economy and create jobs. 

Aim of ODOP scheme 

One District One Product Scheme is aimed at creating product-specific traditional industrial 
hubs across 75 districts of Uttar Pradesh that will promote traditional industries that are 
synonymous with the respective districts of the state. Under the ODOP scheme, the State 



 
Government has set a goal of providing employment to 25 lakh people in five years through 
the financial assistance of Rs 25,000 crores. The ODOP scheme aims to create a large 
number of employment opportunities for the youth and strengthen the inclusive and 
sustainable development of Uttar Pradesh. 

What is the rationale behind Uttar Pradesh’s ODOP scheme? 

There are products in Uttar Pradesh that are found nowhere else - like the ancient and 
nutritious 'Kala namak' rice, the rare and intriguing wheat-stalk craft, world-famous 
chikankari, zari-zardozi work on clothes, and the intricate and stunning horn and bone work 
that uses the remains of dead animals. Most of the districts have their own signature industry. 

District                Products 

Agra  Leather Products 

Aligarh Locks and Hardware 

Varanasi  Banarasi Silk Saree 

Kanpur Dehat  Aluminum Utensils 

Many of these products are GI-tagged, which means they are certified as being specific to 
that region in Uttar Pradesh. Many of these were also dying community traditions that are 
being revived through modernization and publicization. 

UP government's One District One Product scheme aims to encourage such indigenous and 
specialized products and crafts. 

What are the objectives of the ODOP scheme of UP? 

1. Preservation and development of local crafts/skills and promotion of the art. 

2. Increase in income and local employment thus resulting in a decline in migration for 
employment. 

3. Improvement in product quality and skill development. 

4. Transforming the products in an artistic way through packaging and branding. 

5. To connect the production with tourism through live demo and sales outlet - gifts and 
souvenir. 

6. To resolve the issues of Economic difference and Regional imbalance. 

7. To take the concept of ODOP to National and International level after successful 
implementation at the State level. 

What are some earlier attempts similar to this? 

With an eye on Doubling Farmers’ Income (DFI) by 2022, the Commerce Ministry had 
identified 50 districts across the country that could be developed as Exports Clusters for 
various agriculture products in consultation with the respective states. As a part of the draft 
Agriculture Exports Policy 2018, the Commerce Ministry had identified 50 unique product-
district clusters for export promotion.  

What are possible agricultural and horticultural products from across India with good 
processing and export potential? 

1. Kadapa and Anantapur districts in Andhra Pradesh and Trichy in Tamil Nadu can be 
developed for banana exports.  



 
2. Belgaum and Mysuru in Karnataka can be developed for pomegranates.  

3. Lucknow and Saharanpur districts in Uttar Pradesh and Ratnagiri in Maharashtra can be 
developed as mango export clusters.  

4. Srinagar (J&K) and Kinnaur (Himachal) can be developed as apple clusters. 

5. Nagpur can be developed as an orange cluster. 

What can be achieved from ODOP in the farming sector? 

1. Doubling Farmers’ Income 

2. Promote food processing 

3. Skill development and employment around farm sector in rural areas 

4. Additional income buffer to farmers 

5. Modernisation of farming through marketing and export orientation thus attracting youth 
back into farming activities 

6. Reducing migration from rural areas 

7. Spur rural demand to boost economy  

8. Reduce wastage and post harvest losses. 

 

Bullet Train Project: Boon for Metros 
What is the Ahmedabad-Mumbai High Speed Rail (HSR) Corridor? 

It is a 534-km high-speed rail project, costing Rs 1 trillion, that will operate trains with 
average speeds of 200-250kmph. There will be 12 stations in the corridor; four in 
Maharashtra (Mumbai BKC, Thane, Virar and Boisar) against the corridor length of 156 km 
in the State, and eight in Gujarat (Vapi, Bilmora, Surat, Bharuch, Vadodara, Anand, 
Ahmedabad and Sabarmati), against the corridor length of 348 km. Purpose of the project is 
not limited to provide faster connectivity between Ahmedabad and Mumbai. National High 
Speed Rail Corporation Ltd is the implementing agency for the project.  

What are the other proposed corridors? 

1. Delhi-Chandigarh-Amritsar,  

2. Delhi-Jaipur-Ahmedabad,  

3. Hyderabad-Vijayawada-Chennai-Tirupati- Bengaluru. 

 

What are the possible benefits of the project? 

The Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail Corridor offers many avenues for Economic and 
Civic Development in both the states: 

A. It will be a game-changer in terms of inter-urban connectivity and establish India as a 
market for such technologies. 

B. Expanded opportunities for residential and commercial space in Suburban areas of 
Mumbai (any other metro city like Mumbai will have similar benefits), Spurring 
Economic activity In Mumbai Industrial area. 



 
1. Traffic studies indicated that less than 50 per cent of the traffic will comprise direct 

travel between Ahmedabad and Mumbai, and the rest will be between the other 
stations.  

2. Hence, this provides an opportunity for both residential places and commercial 
establishments to proliferate along the corridors and the surrounding areas, rather than 
just concentrate on major cities. 

3. Mumbai is already saturated on all dimensions due to factors such as uncompetitive 
prices for real estate for official, industrial and residential purposes. 

4. Suburban-train passengers’ long daily travel-time already affects their work-life 
balance, and leaves no more physical space for additional growth.  

5. The HSR stretch of 156 km in Maharashtra towards the Northern Mumbai would 
reduce travel time in that direction to one-fourth of what it is with the suburban and 
conventional rails today.  

6. It would also provide access to more physical space and thereby making the prices of 
real estate for official, industrial and residential purposes very competitive across the 
North of Mumbai. 

7. Given the unimaginable cost of real estate in Mumbai, relocating office buildings and 
residential places 100-150 km away from city, even after accounting for the high cost 
of HSR travel, would still be economical. This is what is required for Mumbai, and 
Maharashtra, to sustain growth and remain in a developed state.  

C. Next phase of HSR 

When the HSR projects in the next phase between Mumbai and Pune, and Mumbai and 
Nagpur are planned and executed, a ‘Maharashtra Capital Region’ would emerge. 

D. Comparison to expressway 

The Right of Way (RoW) required for the HSR is only 3.2 hectares per km against a 9.3 
hectares per km for a six-lane expressway. Right of way is "the legal right, established by 
usage or grant, to pass along a specific route through grounds or property belonging to 
another", or "a path or thoroughfare subject to such a right. 

E. Financial aspects 

Out of the total estimated cost of ₹1,10,000 crore, Japan provides financial support to the 
tune of ₹88,000 crore, and the rest is shared between the Union Government and the Two 
State Governments equally. The Maharashtra Government may have to shell out about 
₹5,500 over a construction period of five years for the HSR project. 

 

F. There are many other development activities that get linked to a big infrastructure project 
like high-speed rail corridor or the bullet train. 

1. Big infrastructure projects like high speed rail corridors, bullet trains and their 
cascading effect to spur demand in Cement Industry and Construction Activities. 

2. This would lead to a lot of other activities like Industrial development, Trading and 
Job creation. 

3. Housing and Urban Infrastructure Development in Sub Urban areas along HSR 
project. 

 



 
What are the challenges in implementation of the project? 

1. The Mumbai-Ahmedabad HSR costs around ₹1 lakh crore. Estimates in the project report 
by the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad show that at least 1 lakh passengers 
at fares of ₹4,000-₹5,000 would be required daily for the project to break even. The tariff 
is too high — air fares between the two cities are around ₹2,500. Subsidies appear 
inevitable. 

2. Maharashtra to consider shelving the Bullet Train Project in view of a staggering Rs 6.71 
lakh crore debt burden on the state. 

3. It faces stiff resistance from farmers and tribals in the Palghar region, Land Acquisition 
remains an issue. 

4. Only a handful of high-income countries with specific demographics have High-Speed 
Rail (HSR), the main problem is viability, given the huge costs involved. 

5. Failed Examples: South Korea’s Seoul-Busan HSR caters to almost 70% of the 
population, yet struggles with viability. France’s fabled Paris-Lyon HSR service has had 
to periodically receive substantial subsidies. Taiwan’s $14 billion HSR service between 
Taipei and Tainan virtually became bankrupt after losses of over $1 billion. 

6. Critics consider that bullet train is a wasteful project which only serves to deliver an 
illusory feel-good perception among the wealthy. 

What are the alternatives? 

1. Argentina gave up on HSR ambitions on cost grounds, deciding instead to upgrade its 
entire railway system to medium-speed infrastructure, an option India should seriously 
consider. 

2. Super-fast transportation system, Hyperloop, floated by Tesla which claims to be cheaper 
than Bullet train projects. 

 

Govt notifies Scrapping Policy 
Why is it in the news? 

The Centre has notified a Scrap Recycling Policy to promote Circular Economy in the Steel 
sector and utilise scrap emanating from vehicles and white goods that have reached their End 
of Life (EoL). 

A government statement said the availability of scrap was a major issue in India and the 
deficit was 7 million tonnes in 2017. This was imported at the cost of more than Rs 24,500 
crore in 2017-18. The gap between demand and supply can be reduced in the future and the 
country may be self-sufficient by 2030. This is mainly because with the increase in 
consumption of steel in the recent past and End of Life Vehicles (ELVs), the generation of 
scrap is likely to be increased considerably. This scrap has to be channelized so that the same 
can be utilized for steel production in an environmentally friendly manner. 

What is the significance of this for the Steel industry? 

1. National Steel Policy 2017 (NSP-2017) aims to develop a Globally Competitive Steel 
Industry by creating 300 Million TPA Steel production capacity by 2030 with a 
contribution of 35-40% from EAF/IF (Electric Arc Furnaces & Induction Furnaces) route. 
EAF/IF uses scrap as raw material instead of Iron Ores. 



 
2. ELVs scrapping policy will have synergy with Steel Scrap Recycling Policy released in 

2019. 

3. It will reduce Greenhouse Gas (GHGs) Emissions from the steel industry. 

Why is there a need for a scrappage policy? 

1. India will need more resources in future, hence enforcement of Circular Economy 
through scrappage policy is a timely move. 

2. To promote 6Rs Principle of Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Recover, Re-design and Re-
manufacture through scientific handling, processing and disposal of all types of 
recyclable scraps including non-ferrous scraps, through authorized centers / facility. 

3. Pollution will be reduced as old vehicles are more polluting. 

4. Further, Scrap based steel making technologies have been envisaged as one of the 
important options to reduce GHG emission intensity of GDP. This shall feature as an 
important initiative of the steel sector to minimize GreenHouse Gas (GHG) emissions. 

5. To decongest the Indian cities from ELVs and also to reduce road accident hazards due to 
old vehicles. 

6. The increased production of vehicles and increased use of consumer durable white goods 
in the last two decades and their rapid obsolescence shall generate large quantities of End 
of Life products. This shall result in generation of continuous flow of large ferrous scrap 
for recycling in steel production. 

7. Scrappage policy will promote Circular economy which India is Targeting in its draft 
National Resource Efficiency Policy (NREP), 2019. 

8. It would put in place a mechanism for treating waste streams and residues produced from 
dismantling and shredding facilities in compliance to Hazardous & Other Wastes 
(Management & Transboundary Movement) Rules, 2016 issued by the Ministry of 
Environment. 

What is the scheme? 

1. Under the scheme, The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) and the 
Department of Heavy Industry would work towards “Extended Producer Responsibility” 
by requiring vehicle manufacturers to incentivise scrapping of unfit vehicles in exchange 
for price discounts for purchase of new vehicles.  

2. MoRTH may formulate an Automobile Fitness Certification Policy to prevent plying of 
unfit and polluting vehicles.  

3. This would facilitate establishment of fitness centres in the private sector by providing 
supporting policy framework. 

4. The OEMs (Original equipment manufacturer) and/or its dealers would facilitate 
collection of old vehicles/ELVs (end of life vehicles) / recyclable spare parts of old 
automobiles either through a take back scheme or by setting up scrapping centres of their 
own or through tie-ups with such facilities, thereby acting as an aggregator for the 
collection of vehicles. 

5. Also, Unfit vehicles, according to the voluntary decision of the owners, would be 
considered as the feed material for the steel scrapping centres. Under the policy, high 
quality ferrous scrap for quality steel production would be produced and thus minimizing 
the dependency on imports. 



 
6. Further, the policy said the Department of Revenue might examine the proposal regarding 

the exemptions under section 35 AD of Income Tax Act to scrap processing units. 

7. The policy requires vehicle manufacturers to shoulder responsibilities to use an increased 
quantity of recycled material in vehicles and other products, (provided they do not give 
rise to safety or environmental hazards), thereby creating a market for recycled products. 

 

Meltdown for Eagle Island 
Why is it in the news? 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) in its recently released pictures 
of Antarctica shows the dramatic melting of Antarctic Ice due to heatwave, a phenomenon 
that is becoming more and more common in the area. The heatwave in Antarctica's Eagle 
Island is estimated to have melted about 20% of this season's snowfall in just a few days of 
February 2020. 

On February 6, Eagle Island, which is only about 25 miles from Argentina's Esperanza 
Research Base, recorded a temperature as high as 18.3 degrees, almost similar to that of Los 
Angeles that day. 

Why is this rapid melting happening in Antarctica? 

1. This kind of rapid melting is caused by sustained temperatures significantly above 
freezing, an almost-unheard-of phenomenon in Antarctica until the 21st century that's 
become more common in recent years.  

2. The heatwave was the culmination of several atypical weather patterns off the coast of 
South America. Warm temperatures built up due to a ridge of high pressure over Cape 
Horn, Chile.  

3. While warm air is normally kept out of Antarctica by strong winds, the Westerlies were 
in a weakened state, allowing warm air to reach the ice sheet. 

4. February's heat represents a worrying pattern: It was the third major melt event of this 
year's Antarctic summer, following warm spells in November and January. 

What is the observation of WMO? 

1. The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) is still working to verify the record 
temperature, but the agency called the Antarctic Peninsula- one of the fastest warming 
regions on Earth. 

2. WMO researchers have also discovered that the average temperature in Antarctica has 
increased by more than five degrees Fahrenheit over the last 50 years — a rate five times 
the global average. 

Why is it dangerous? 

1. Sea level will rise if Antarctica’s glaciers are to melt with this speed; 

2. Ocean wave patterns will change;  

3. Coastal disasters across the world will increase; 

4. Ice sheets of Antarctica are major feedback systems reflecting back large amounts of 
Solar Insolation; 

5. Threats to Pristine Ecosystems of Antarctica.  

 


