
 

KALA KUMBH 
Why is it in the news? 

With an objective to promote Geographical Indication (GI) crafts and heritage of India , The 
Ministry of Textiles is organising - The Kala Kumbh - Handicrafts Thematic Exhibition in 
various parts of the country. The exhibitions are planned in various major cities like 
Bengaluru, Mumbai, Kolkata and Chennai.  

What is the significance of Kala Kumbh? 

During the 10 day exhibitions, the visitors will be able to see a wide variety of handicrafts 
with their friends and family and by buying these handicrafts they can directly contribute in 
the improvement of the livelihood of these artisans and also creates awareness of the rich 
heritage of the country. 

What is a GI tag ? 

A Geographical Indication (GI) is a sign used on products that have a specific geographical 
origin and possess qualities or a reputation that are due to that origin. In order to function as a 
GI, a sign must identify a product as originating in a given place. In addition, the qualities, 
characteristics or reputation of the product should be essentially due to the place of origin. 
Since the qualities depend on the geographical place of production, there is a clear link 
between the product and its original place of production. 

What is the legal force behind the GI tag? 

1. The Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 (GI Act) 
is an Act of the Parliament of India for protection of Geographical Indications in India.  

2. India, as a member of the World Trade Organization (WTO), enacted the Act to comply 
with the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). 

3. The Geographical Indication (GI) comes under the Department for Promotion of Industry 
and Internal Trade (DPIIT). 

4. A GI is registered for an initial period of ten years, which may be renewed from time to 
time. 

5. Darjeeling Tea became the first GI tagged product in India, in 2004–05. 

What rights does a Geographical Indication provide? 

1. A Geographical Indication right enables those who have the right to use the indication to 
prevent its use by a third party whose product does not conform to the applicable 
standards. For example, in the jurisdiction in which the Darjeeling Geographical 
Indication is protected, producers of Darjeeling Tea can exclude use of the term 
“Darjeeling” for Tea not grown in their Tea Gardens or not produced according to the 
standards set out in the Code of Practice for the Geographical Indication. 

2. However, a protected Geographical Indication does not enable the holder to prevent 
someone from making a product using the same techniques as those set out in the 
standards for that indication. 

For what type of products can Geographical Indications be used? 

Geographical Indications are typically used for agricultural products, foodstuffs, wine and 
spirit drinks, handicrafts, and industrial products. 

 



 
What are the benefits of GI tags? 

1. GI products can benefit the Rural Economy in remote areas, by supplementing the 
incomes of Artisans, Farmers, Weavers and Craftsmen.  

2. India’s rural artisans possess Unique Skills and Knowledge of traditional practices and 
methods, passed down from generation to generation, which need to be protected and 
promoted. 

3. The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade has taken several initiatives 
in this regard and is actively involved in Promotion and Marketing of GIs. 

 

Working Groups of Election Commission 
Why is it in the news? 

Nine Working Groups of ECI officials and over 20 Chief Electoral Officers met over two 
days to deliberate on the learnings from the General Elections to Lok Sabha and other 
elections held recently.    

Election Commission will look into the Recommendations of the Working Group and after 
consideration and acceptance, the Recommendations will be put up in public domain for 
getting views of the stakeholders. 

What were the areas covered in discussions? 

The Election Commission had formed Nine working groups of CEOs and Commission 
Officers covering various facets of the election process including Electoral Roll issues, 
Polling Stations Management, MCC, Voting processes & Materials Inventory, Capacity 
Building, IT Applications, Expenditure Management, Systematic Voters' Education and 
Electoral Participation program (SVEEP) and Media interface as also Electoral Reforms. 

What was the aim of these deliberations? 

1. The ultimate aim of the exercise has been to make the registration and voting experience 
pleasant for the voters.  

2. Increasing help of technology to streamline procedures for the future. 

3. Election Commission cited the example of recent Delhi Elections where Booth App, QR 
code slips facilitated the polling experience for all users. 

 
Election Commission of India (ECI) holds discussions with the Legislative Department on 
Pending Electoral Reforms. 

Matters discussed during the meeting inter alia include:  

1. More than one qualification date in an year for becoming Elector; 

2. Linking Aadhaar with the Electoral Roll; 

3. Paid News and False Affidavit as an electoral offence/corrupt practice;   

4. Print Media and Social Media Intermediaries to be covered under Section 126 of the RP 
Act 1951;  

5. Substituting the term 'Wife' by 'Spouse' in the Representation of People Act,1951 to 
facilitate electoral registration to the Spouse of Women Service Officials in the category 
of service voters. 

 



 

Empowered Technology Group for timely policy advice on latest 
technologies -  
Why is it in the news? 

Cabinet has approved the constitution of a 12-Member Technology Group with the Principal 
Scientific Adviser to the Government of India as its Chair. 

What will be the role of this Technology Group? 

The three pillars of work of this Technology Group include: 

1. Policy Support; 

2. Procurement Support; 

3. Support on Research and Development (R&D) proposals. 

What are the functions of this Technology Group? 

1. This Group is mandated to render timely policy advice on latest technologies;  

2. Render the best possible advice on technology to be developed for a technology supplier 
and the technology procurement strategy; 

3. Mapping of technology and technology products;  

4. Commercialisation of Dual Use Technologies developed in National Laboratories and 
Government R&D Organisations;  

5. Developing an indigenised road map for selected key technologies; 

6. Develop in-house expertise in aspects of policy and use of emerging technologies; 

7. Selection of appropriate R&D programs leading to technology development; 

8. Ensure sustainability of public sector technology developed/being developed at PSUs, 
National Labs and Research Organisations. 

 

Scheme for promotion of 10,000 new Farmer Producer 
Organisations (FPOs) -  
Why is it in the news? 

CCEA approved a Central Sector Scheme for "Formation and Promotion of Farmer Producer 
Organizations (FPOs) " to form and promote 10,000 new FPOs. 

Background: 

1. The Report on 'Doubling of Farmers’ Income (DFI)' has recommended formation of 
7,000 FPOs by 2022 towards convergence of efforts for doubling the farmers' income.  

2. In the Union Budget 2019-20, the Government has announced the creation of 10,000 new 
FPOs to ensure Economies of Scale for farmers over the next five years, for which a 
dedicated supporting and holistic scheme as a Central Sector Scheme is proposed for 
targeted development of FPOs and its sustainability. 

What is the aim of this scheme? 

Scheme envisages 10,000 FPOs to be formed in a Five Year Period from 2019-20 to 2023-24 
to ensure Economies of Scale for Farmers. Support for each FPO will be continued for 5 
years.  



 
What are the Benefits of FPOs? 

Small and Marginal Farmers do not have the economic strength to apply Production 
Technology, Services and Marketing including Value Addition. Through formation of FPOs, 
farmers will have a better collective strength for better access to Quality Input, Technology, 
Credit and better Marketing access through Economies of Scale for better realization of 
income. 

What are salient features of this scheme? 

1. Initially, there will be three implementing Agencies to form and promote FPOs, namely- 
Small Farmers Agri-business Consortium (SFAC), National Cooperative Development 
Corporation (NCDC) and National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development 
(NABARD). States may also nominate their Implementing Agency in consultation with 
the Department of Agriculture Cooperation and Farmers Welfare (DAC&FW). 

2. DAC&FW will allocate Cluster/States to Implementing Agencies which in turn will form 
the Cluster Based Business Organizations in the States. 

3. FPOs will be formed and promoted through Cluster Based Business Organizations 
(CBBOs) engaged at the State/Cluster level by implementing agencies. These CBBOs 
will be a platform for end to end knowledge for all issues in FPO promotion. 

4. Initially the minimum number of members in FPO will be 300 in plain areas and 100 in 
North East & Hilly areas. However, DAC&FW may revise the minimum number of 
members. 

5. Priority will be given to the formation of FPOs in Aspirational Districts in the country 
with at least one FPO in each block of Aspirational Districts. 

6. FPOs will be promoted under the "One District One Product" cluster to promote 
specialization and better Processing, Marketing, Branding & Exporting by FPOs. 

7. There will be a provision of Equity Grants for strengthening the equity base of FPOs. 

8. Credit Guarantee Funds in NABARD and NCDC to accelerate flow of Institutional Credit 
to FPOs by minimizing the risk of Financial Institutions for granting loans to FPOs. 

9. Adequate training and handholding will be provided to FPOs. 

 
 

Second Advance Estimates of Production of Foodgrains, Oilseeds 
and other Commercial Crops for 2019-20 - 

Why is it in the news? 

The 2nd Advance Estimates of Production of Major Crops for 2019-20 have been released by 
the Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare (DAC&FW). The 
cumulative rainfall in the country during the monsoon season (June to September 2019) has 
been 10% higher than the Long Period Average (LPA). Accordingly, the production of most 
of the crops for the agricultural year 2019-20 has been estimated higher than their normal 
production. 

Record production of Food Grains, Wheat and Rice-  

1. As per the 2nd Advance Estimates for 2019-20, Total Foodgrain Production in the 
country is estimated at a record 291.95 million tonnes which is higher by 6.74 million 
tonnes than the Production of Food Grains of 285.21 million tonnes achieved during 



 
2018-19. However, the Production during 2019-20 is higher by 26.20 million tonnes than 
the previous five years’ (2013-14 to 2017-18) Average Production of Food Grains. 

2. Total Production of Rice during 2019-20 is estimated at a record 117.47 million tonnes. It 
is higher by 9.67 million tonnes than the five years’ Average Production of 107.80 
million tonnes. 

3. Production of Wheat during 2019-20 is estimated at a record 106.21 million tonnes. It is 
higher by 2.61 million tonnes as compared to Wheat Production during 2018-19 and is 
higher by 11.60 million tonnes than the Average Wheat Production of 94.61 million 
tonnes. 

 

Trade Receivables Electronic Discounting System (TReDS) 
What is TReDS? 

TReDS is an electronic platform for facilitating the financing / discounting of trade 
receivables of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) through multiple Financers. 
These receivables can be due from Corporates and other buyers, including Government 
Departments and Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs). 

The model outlined for TReDS in the paper, envisages its operation both in the Primary 
Market segment as well as the Secondary Market segment as an Authorised Payment System 
under the Payment and Settlement System (PSS) Act, 2007. The activities of TReDS are also 
subject to supervision of RBI. 

Significance of TReDS -  

MSMEs contribute 37% of the Total GDP of India and play a vital role in uplifting the Indian 
Economy. Despite being the backbone of the Economy, MSMEs often struggle in garnering 
optimal working capital and smooth cash flows, one of the big reasons being the slow paying 
invoices. To help MSMEs combat this problem, the Government introduced the concept of 
TReDS (Trade Receivables Electronic Discounting System). This gives MSMEs quick access 
to working capital at a very low Rate of Interest. This is a step towards formalizing access to 
credit for MSMEs. 

Key Benefits for MSMEs: 

TReDS is a game-changer. The benefits include - a) quick turnaround; b) lower finance cost 
owing to digitized information. 

TReDS helps a supplier to realize payment against an invoice raised to a buyer, through a 
Financier at discounted rates, in significantly less number of days as compared to the buyer 
company’s regular credit period timelines. Here are some of the key benefits of TReDS for 
MSMEs -  

1. Get easy and quick working capital at much cheaper interest rates as compared to 
business loans. 

2. Enjoy Collateral-free quick finance with One Time Documentation. Get paid for your 
invoices the next day after acceptance of the discounted amount. 

3. Obtain Off-Balance Sheet Finance, the amount does not reflect as a loan in your balance 
book. 

4. Joining this portal will enable entrepreneurs to access credit from banks, based on their 
upcoming receivables. This will resolve their problems with the cash cycle. This will 
practically accelerate the availability of Working Capital Finance for MSME Suppliers. 



 
5. Another advantage to the supplier is that the Rate of Interest decided by the financer 

while discounting the invoice (factoring units) is based on the rating of buyer corporate 
and not on the rating of the seller. He therefore gets a better pricing in the competitive 
bidding due to the good credit rating of his clients. 

6. Being a completely digital platform the transactions are 100% transparent and the overall 
administration cost for vendor financing, payments and settlements are significantly 
reduced, lowering the overall cost of trade. Thus increasing the competitiveness of 
MSMEs. 

Who are the participants in TReDS? 

1. Sellers, Buyers and Financiers are the participants on a TReDS platform. 

2. Only MSMEs can participate as sellers in TReDS. 

3. Corporates, Government Departments, PSUs and any other Entity can participate as 
buyers in TReDS. 

4. Banks, NBFCs - Factors and other Financial Institutions as permitted by the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI), can participate as financiers in TReDS. 

How does TReDS work? 

Broadly, following are the steps that take place during financing / discounting through 
TReDS: 

1. Creation of a Factoring Unit (FU) - standard nomenclature used in TReDS for invoice(s) 
or bill(s) of exchange - containing details of invoices / bills of exchange (evidencing sale 
of goods / services by the MSME sellers to the buyers) on TReDS platform by the MSME 
seller (in case of factoring) or the buyer (in case of reverse factoring); 

2. Acceptance of the FU by the counterparty - buyer or the seller, as the case may be; 

3. Bidding by Financiers; 

4. Selection of best bid by the seller or the buyer, as the case may be; 

5. Payment made by the Financier (of the selected bid) to the MSME seller at the agreed 
rate of financing / discounting; 

6. Payment by the buyer to the financier on the due date. 

What is a Factoring Unit (FU)? 

A Factoring Unit (FU) is a standard nomenclature used in TReDS for invoice(s) or Bill(s) of 
Exchange. Each FU represents a confirmed obligation of the Corporations or other buyers, 
including Government Departments and PSUs. In TReDS, FU can be created either by the 
MSME seller or the buyer. If an MSME seller creates it, the process is called Factoring; if the 
same is created by corporates or other buyers, it is called Reverse Factoring. The TReDS 
could deal with both Receivables Factoring as well as Reverse Factoring. 

What is Factoring and Reverse Factoring? 

Factoring refers to a financial transaction where a supplier sells his invoices (book 
debts/receivables) to a third party at a discount. The third party (financier) who discounts the 
invoice is called factor. The MSME trade receivables discounted by Banks and other 
Financial Institutions on TReDS are essentially in the form of a Reverse Factoring System. In 
Reverse Factoring, the seller (supplier) trades his duly converted factoring units of 
invoices/bills of exchange, to the financier at the behest of the buyer. The financier (Bank or 
Non-Banking Financial Institution) who buys these factoring units, steps into the shoes of the 



 
supplier to receive payments from the corporate buyer on due date. Once the invoice/bills of 
exchange is discounted by the financier, the onus of collecting payment from corporate buyer 
rests with the financier without recourse to the seller (supplier who sold the invoices/bills of 
exchange to the financer is discharged from liabilities to the financer on account of 
discounted invoice).  

Is any authorisation required to set up and operate a TReDS platform? 

1. Authorisation is required to be obtained from RBI under the Payment and Settlement 
Systems (PSS) Act, 2007. 

2. Eligibility criteria for the purpose of setting up and operating a TReDS platform is 
provided in the guidelines (as amended from time to time) for TReDS issued by RBI. 

What are recent changes with regard to TReDS in the Budget 2020-21? 

NBFCs can now be a part of TReDS. This will enhance the Economic and Financial 
Sustainability of MSMEs. 

 

Wetlands management -   
Why is it in the news? 

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) has now come out with 
guidelines to support State Governments in the implementation of the Wetlands 
(Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017. 

What is a Wetland? 

A Wetland is a Distinct Ecosystem that is flooded by water, either permanently or seasonally, 
where oxygen-free processes prevail. The primary factor that distinguishes Wetlands from 
other Landforms or Water Bodies is the characteristic Vegetation of Aquatic Plants, adapted 
to the unique Hydric Soil. 

The Ramsar Convention, which is an International Intergovernmental Treaty for 
Conservation of Wetlands, to which India is a party, defines Wetlands as “Areas of marsh, 
peatland or water, whether natural or artificial, permanent or temporary, with water that is 
static or flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including areas of marine water the depth of which, 
at low tides, does not exceed six meters”. 

Why are wetlands important? 

1. Wetlands play a number of functions, including Water Purification, Water Storage, 
Processing of Carbon and Other Nutrients, Stabilization of Shorelines, and Support of 
Plants and Animals. 

2. Wetlands are also considered the most biologically diverse of all ecosystems, serving as 
home to a wide range of plant and animal life.  

3. Wetlands are a highly productive ecosystem due to shallow depth. Being a transition area 
these are highly biodiverse. 

Wetlands provide - 

a. Food security 

b. Water security 

c. Disaster resilience against flood and drought 



 
d. Life supporting systems like Nutrient Cycling, Pollution Control, Stabilise Water 

Supplies, Cleanse Polluted Waters, Protect Shorelines, and Recharge Groundwater 
Aquifers.  

What is the Geographical Spread of Wetlands in India? 

According to National Wetland Atlas prepared by ISRO, an estimated 4.63% of the country’s 
geographical area is made up of Wetlands. India has more than 7.5 Lakh Wetlands and 37 
Wetlands of International importance under the Ramsar Convention. 

India's prominent Wetlands include Chilika Lake areas (Odisha), Wular Lake (J&K), Renuka 
Lake (Himachal Pradesh), Sambhar Lake (Rajasthan), Deepor Beel (Assam) etc. 

What are the threats to Wetlands? 

1. Infilling for Agriculture and Construction;  

2. Pollution; 

3. Overexploitation of Resources;  

4. Invasive Species; and  

5. Climate Change threatens their existence.  

It is estimated that Wetlands are vanishing three times faster than forests and their rate of 
disappearance is increasing. For instance, 87% of Wetlands have been lost since the 1700s 
and 35% have disappeared since the 1970s. 

What are programs started by the Government for Wetland Conservation? 

1. National Plan for Conservation of Aquatic Ecosystems (NPCA) for Conservation and 
Restoration of Wetlands and Lakes. 

2. Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017 under EPA 1986 

What is the Four-Pronged Strategy adopted for Wetland Conservation? 

1. Creating database on Wetlands; 

2. Wetland health cards; 

3. Wetland mitras; 

4. Integrated conservation plan for Wetlands. 

What is the significance of recent guidelines to States for Conservation of Wetlands? 

1. The document aims to guide States in preparing a list of Wetlands; Identifying Wetlands 
for notification under the Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017; 
Delineating Wetlands, Wetlands Complexes and Zone of Influence; Developing a list of 
activities to be Regulated and Permitted; and developing an Integrated Management Plan 
for Wetlands, which are Rich Reservoirs of Biodiversity. 

2. The guidelines clarified that all Wetlands, irrespective of their Location, Size, Ownership, 
Biodiversity, or Ecosystem Services Values, can be notified under the Wetlands Rules 
2017, except River Channels, Paddy fields, human-made water bodies specifically 
constructed for drinking water, Aquaculture, Salt Production, Recreation, Irrigation 
purposes, Wetlands falling within areas covered under the Indian Forest Act,1927, Forest 
(Conservation) Act, 1980, Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and the Coastal Regulation 
Zone (CRZ) Notification, 2011. 



 
3. The 2017 rules called for setting up of a Wetlands Authority comprising Ministers, 

Officials and Experts, in all states. The authority would formulate a list of activities to be 
allowed, regulated or prohibited within wetlands and their zone of influence, define 
conservation strategies and wise use of wetlands. 

4. As per the 2017 rules, these authorities were required to designate an expert each for 
Wetlands Ecology, Hydrology, Fisheries, Landscape Planning and Socio-Economics.  

5. The latest guidelines recommended that “at least one member may be drawn from civil 
society to enable stakeholder representation.”  

6. The 2017 rules had also stressed that the State Governments shall designate a 
“department as nodal department for wetlands”, which “shall provide all necessary 
support and act as secretariat to the authority.” 

 

The National Strategy For Financial Inclusion released by The 
Reserve Bank Of India (RBI) -  
Why is it in the news? 

RBI has released the National Strategy For Financial Inclusion 2019-2024. The National 
Strategy for Financial Inclusion 2019-2024 sets forth the vision and key objectives of the 
financial inclusion policies in India to help expand and sustain the financial inclusion process 
at the national level through a broad convergence of action involving all the stakeholders in 
the Financial sector. 

The strategy aims to provide access to formal financial services in an affordable manner, 
broadening & deepening financial inclusion and promoting financial literacy & consumer 
protection. 

What is Financial Inclusion? 

The report refers to financial inclusion as the process of ensuring access to financial services, 
and timely and adequate credit for vulnerable groups and low-income groups at an affordable 
cost. 

What are the Strategic Objectives of Financial Inclusion? 

RBI identified Six Strategic Objectives of the National Strategy for Financial Inclusion:  

(i) Universal access to financial services,  

(ii) Providing basic bouquet of financial services,  

(iii) Access to Livelihood and Skill Development,  

(iv) Financial Literacy and Education,  

(v) Customer Protection and Grievance Redressal, and  

(vi) Effective Coordination.  

What are the steps taken by the Government in recent years for Financial Inclusion? 

(i) Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), under which 34 Crore Accounts have been 
opened with deposits of Rs 89,257 crore;  

(ii) Schemes such as the Atal Pension Yojana (APY) to provide pension cover to subscribing 
Bank Account holders.  



 
What are the gaps identified by the RBI in meeting the target of Universal Financial 
Inclusion? 

RBI identified certain critical gaps which remain an impediment for financial inclusion, such 
as:  

(i) Inadequate Infrastructure (in parts of rural hinterland, far flung areas in Himalayan and 
NorthEastern Region); 

(ii) Poor Telecom and Internet Connectivity in Rural Hinterland;  

(iii) Socio-Cultural Barriers; and  

(iv) Lack of Market Players in Payment Product Space. 

What are the Milestones needed to meet Financial Inclusion targets? 

(a) Providing banking access to every village (or hamlet of 500 households in hilly areas) 
within a five kilometre radius by March 2020 

(b) Strengthening Digital Financial Services to create Infrastructure to move towards a 
Cashless Society by March 2022.  

 

National Startup Advisory Council 
Why is it in the news? 

The Central Government has notified the structure of the National Startup Advisory Council 
to advise the Government on measures needed to build a strong Ecosystem for Nurturing 
Innovation and Startups in the Country to drive Sustainable Economic Growth and Generate 
Large-Scale Employment Opportunities. The National Startup Advisory Council will be 
chaired by the Minister for Commerce & Industry. 

What is the role of the National Startup Advisory Council? 

1. The Council will suggest measures to foster a culture of innovation amongst citizens and 
students in particular;  

2. Promote innovation in all sectors of economy across the country, including Semi-urban 
and Rural areas; 

3. Support creative and innovative ideas through incubation and research and development 
to transform them into valuable products, processes or solutions to improve productivity 
and efficiency and create an environment of absorption of innovation in industry; 

4. It will also suggest measures to facilitate public organizations to assimilate innovation 
with a view to improving public service delivery; 

5. Promote creation, protection and commercialization of Intellectual Property Rights;  

6. Make it easier to start, operate, grow and exit businesses by reducing regulatory 
compliances and costs;  

7. Promote ease of access to capital for startups, Incentivize domestic capital for 
investments into startups, Mobilize global capital for investments in Indian startups; 

 

 

 



 

Internet Shutdowns in India-  
Why is it in the news? 

Recently the Supreme Court ruled on the Validity of orders suspending Telecom Services and 
Imposing Section 144 orders in Jammu & Kashmir. 

What is the Timeline of Internet Shutdown in India? 

India Today Data Intelligence Unit (DIU) analysed Internet shutdowns in the country and 
found that the terror activities and communal tensions have been the biggest contributors to 
suspension of services. Data prepared by slfc.in and internetshutdowns.com showed a total of 
357 instances of Internet shutdowns in India since 2014. 

India witnessed six Internet shutdowns in 2014 which rose to 14 in 2015. In 2016, it more 
than doubled to 31, and in 2017, it reached 79. The number peaked in 2018 to 134, and by 
December 15, 2019, there have been 93 Internet shutdowns. 

What is the Legal Sanction behind Internet Shutdowns? 

Internet shutdowns in the country are ordered under the Temporary Suspension of Telecom 
Services (Public Emergency or Public Safety) Rules, 2017. Under these rules, an officer – of 
no less than joint secretary rank in the state or Union government – may order the suspension 
of telecom services “due to public emergency or public safety”. 

Before these rules, Section 144 of CrPC was used to impose ban on internet to deal with 
situations that endanger public tranquility. 

What is the Global status of Internet vis-a-vis Human Rights? 

The United Nations declared Internet Access as a Basic Human Right in 2016, although only 
the State of Kerala recognises it as such in India, following an order by the Kerala High 
Court. 

What are salient points of Supreme Court judgement on Internet Shutdown orders and 
Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC)? 

1. The Court held that all telecom suspension orders must be produced. If the state has a 
privilege or public interest claim, it can redact the order to such extent. The State would 
need to justify any redaction. 

2. The Court ruled that the Freedom of Speech and the Freedom to Practice Trade over the 
Internet enjoys Constitutional Protection under Article 19(1)(a) and (g) of the 
Constitution, respectively.  

3. Therefore, the restriction to these freedoms must:  

(i) Be limited to those specified under Article 19(2) and Article 19(6) of the Constitution 
such as, State Security; and  

(ii) follow the Principles of Proportionality.  

These principles require a Legitimate State aim, a Rational connection between the aim and 
restriction of liberties, and proof that the measure is the least intrusive way of achieving the 
aim. 

What are the Problems and Costs associated with Internet Shutdown? 

1. India lost $968 million because of Internet shutdowns between July 2015 and June 2016, 
a study by the think-tank, Brookings Institution, found.  



 
2. An estimate by the Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations, a 

think-tank based in Delhi put the loss due to Internet Shutdowns at more than 3 billion 
dollars between the years of 2012-17. 

3. India dropped 10 ranks to 51st position in the Economist Intelligence Unit’s Democracy 
Index. 

4. Less quantifiable than the economic costs of such shutdowns is the curbs they place upon 
Media’s Freedom, and the manner in which they infringe upon Human Rights. 

5. Shutting down the Internet is an inherently disproportionate response. 

6. The Report adds that a shutdown often leaves vulnerable people without access to 
information that could potentially save their lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


