
 

Dara Shikoh 
Why is it in News? 

The Ministry of Culture recently set up a seven-member panel of the Archaeological Survey 
of India (ASI) to locate the grave of the Mughal prince Dara Shikoh (1615-59) , who is 
believed to be buried somewhere in the Humayun’s Tomb Complex in Delhi. 

Who was Dara Shikoh? 

1. He was the eldest son of Shah Jahan. 

2. He was killed after losing the war of succession against his brother Aurangzeb.  

3. He is described as a “Liberal Muslim” , who tried to find commonalities between Hindu 
and Islamic traditions. 

4. He translated into Persian the Bhagavad Gita as well as 52 Upanishads. 

What are the sources of location of Dara Shikoh’s grave? 

1. According to the Shahjahannama (compiled by Muhammad Saleh Kamboh), after 
Aurangzeb defeated Dara Shikoh, he brought the latter to Delhi in chains. His head was 
cut off and sent to Agra Fort, while his torso was buried in the Humayun’s Tomb 
complex. 

2. Italian traveller Niccolao Manucci gave a graphic description of the day in Travels of 
Manucci, as he was there as a witness to the whole thing. 

What are the Problems in the Finding of Dara Shikoh’s Grave? 

1. The ASI’s biggest problem is that most graves in the complex have no names. 

2. Though Shahjahannama has dedicated at least two pages to the last days of Dara Shikoh, 
on how he was brutally murdered and buried somewhere in the complex. Exact location is 
not there. 

 

Africa- Rise of Thunderstorms and Lighting 
Why is it in News? 

Africa is experiencing bigger and more frequent thunderstorms as the global temperature is 
rising. 

Along with storms that can be extremely destructive and deadly. 

Why is it dangerous? 

1.  Such events mean more fatalities and more Economic damage too. 

2. Poor urban Design and Infrastructure, for example, can worsen flooding during heavy 
storms, which in turn, can make Lightning strikes more deadly because water conducts 
electricity. 

3. Rural Areas - Farmers and Herders work in the open, which makes them more vulnerable 
during storms. Houses in rural areas often lack plumbing or wiring that can act as 
grounding against lightning strikes. 

4. Loss of natural resources due to events such as Forest Fires due to lightning. 

 

 



 
What is the observation of the research? 

An increase in temperatures in Africa over the past seven decades correlates with bigger and 
more frequent thunderstorms. 

What lessons can India take from the Research? 

India and Africa have the following as common-  

1. Both are a part of the tropical region, 

2. Both countries have low per capita income, so low capacity to handle the situation. 

3. India and Africa both are primarily rural countries. India has a rural population of 65%.  

4. India is one of the most vulnerable countries due to climate change as per IPCC. The mean 
average temperature is already rising in recent times as evident in the increase in frequency of 
droughts.  

 

Indian Railways’ Corporate Train Model 
Why is it in news? 

The Kashi Mahakal Express is India’s 3rd Corporate Train after the two Tejas Express 
trains of Delhi-Lucknow and Mumbai-Ahmedabad started over the past few months. 

What is this new corporate model? 

The new model by Indian Railways is to ‘outsource’ the running of regular passenger trains 
to its PSU, the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC). This is an 
experiment, as a natural extension of this model is to lease out 100 routes to private players to 
run 150 trains. 

How does this model work? 

1. The Corporation takes all the decisions regarding the running of the service– fare, food, 
onboard facilities, housekeeping, complaints etc. 

2.  Indian Railways is free from above encumbrances and gets to earn from IRCTC a pre-
decided amount,being the owner of the network. This amount has three components- 

a) Haulage - Includes use the charges for the fixed infrastructure like tracks, signalling, 
driver, station staff, traction ,etc.  

b) Lease - Charges on the rake as Indian Railways coaches are leased to the corporation. 

c) Custody -  Charges for keeping the rake safe and sound while it is in the custody of the 
PSU.  

3. Above the three charges, a factor of profit is added. 

What are the powers of IRCTC? 

1. IRCTC has full flexibility to decide the service parameters and even alter them without 
having to go to the Railway Ministry or its policies. 

2. IRCTC gets full freedom to decide even the number of stoppages it wants to afford on a 
route, depending on the needs of its business model. 

What are the benefits to Indian Railways under this model? 

Indian Railways doesn’t have to suffer the losses associated with running because of under-
recovery of cost due to low fares and its own hefty overheads. 



 
How is the model different for Private Train operators? 

The model in which private train operators are sought to be engaged is different wherein 
along with haulage of Rs 668 per kilometer the operator needs to agree to revenue sharing 
with Railways.  The company willing to share the highest percentage of revenue will win the 
contract. Private players may not need to pay lease and custody charges as it is expected that 
they will bring in their own rolling stock. 

 

Rise of Sea Level 
Facts: 

According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Report,  

1. The Global Mean Sea Level (GMSL) rise was 1.4mm a year from 1901 to 1990, it rose to 
2.1mm a year in 1970-2015. 

2. The rise accelerated to 3.2mm a year between 1993 and 2015, and 3.6mm a year between 
2006 and 2015. 

Some visible changes in recent years- 

1. Bramble Cay melomys is the first mammal to go extinct due to climate change. It was 
endemic to the Great Barrier Reef off the coast of Australia.  

2. Five small islands, a part of the Solomon Islands in the western Pacific Ocean, sank and 
vanished from the face of the map. 

Why is India vulnerable to the rise of sea level? 

1. India has a coastline that stretches over 7,500 kms and runs past Nine States, including 
State Capitals. 

2. The hitherto placid Arabian Sea on the west warmed up to brew four cyclones last year 
— a first in over a century.  

3. A fifth of India’s population lives along the coast. 

The Special case of Mumbai 

Mumbai is a city that has been created by joining 7 islands in the past. The rise of multi-
storey buildings over the years has filled Mumbai’s low lying area. The water holding 
capacity of the area has been reduced over the years. Flood has almost become an annual 
event. Floods capacity gets enhanced due to high tide filling up low lying areas along with 
rainwater.  

If Sea Level increases, it will impede the quick drainage of rainwater into the sea during 
times of high tide. In the long term, it increases the chances of flooding for people living in 
low-lying areas, especially those living on the banks of rivers and drains emptying into the 
sea. 

What are the problems and how to deal with it? 

The sea level is rising in India, which is at the moment — anything between 3mm and 16mm 
according to different estimates. There is a need for robust data on the exact rise of sea level 
in India along its coast. Sea Level Rise (SLR) changes have variability. At times, the levels 
may rise and even go down depending on global ocean changes or alterations in heat and 
circulation. But in order to have a better understanding, we need to have a much more dense 
network of gauges. The absence of solid elevation data — which map the elevation of land 



 
from the sea — is not available for measuring exact extent of the rise of sea level. There is a 
need to improve it.  

In the wake of events such as SLR, mitigation measures are often chalked out but are slow to 
be implemented to achieve any real goals. 

A combination of community-level action as well as planned responses from the states to 
effectively combat SLR is needed.  

Proactive responses ranging from Agricultural Universities researching on crop varieties that 
can withstand salinity to equipping the fishing community with effective warning systems for 
cyclones and other disturbances are needed. 

Stricter enforcement of Coastal Zone Regulations (CZR) is the need of the hour. 

Rising sea level and fishes? 

The reproductive cycles of certain fish have changed with the oceans heating up. Fish such as 
the Indian mackerel usually spawned in peak summer but as summer temperatures are 
shooting up, the fish is now spawning a month or two earlier than they did a few years ago.  

The normal spawning season is adjusted to the time when there is enough food in the sea. 
When that changes, it is likely that the larvae may struggle to find food. 

The rise in sea levels and their effect on fish cycles extract a human cost too. Rising 
temperatures have led to the advent of new species of fish on different coasts, leaving 
fishermen confused about how to market them. Any change in the sea, be it a rise in the 
waters or a change in temperature, disrupts the livelihood of the coastal community. 

 

NASA’s new expeditions and its objectives -  
1. Recently NASA announced that it has selected four Discovery Programme investigations 

to develop concept studies for possible new missions: two proposals are for its trips to 
Venus, and one each is for Jupiter’s moon Io and Neptune’s moon Triton.  

2. After the concept studies are completed in nine months, final selections will be made next 
year. 

3. The various proposals are as follows:  

4. DAVINCI+: Deep Atmosphere Venus Investigation of Noble gases, Chemistry, and 
Imaging Plus. This will analyse Venus’s atmosphere to understand how it was formed 
and evolved, and if it ever had an ocean. This will advance understanding of the 
formation of terrestrial planets. 

5. IVO: Io Volcano Observer is a proposal to explore Jupiter’s moon Io, which is extremely 
volcanically active. This will try to find out how tidal forces shape planetary bodies. The 
findings could further knowledge about the formation and evolution of rocky, terrestrial 
bodies and icy ocean worlds in the Solar System. 

6. TRIDENT: This aims to explore Neptune’s icy moon, Triton, so that scientists can 
understand the development of habitable worlds in the Solar System. 

7. VERITAS: Venus Emissivity, Radio Science, InSAR, Topography, and Spectroscopy 
will aim to map Venus’s surface to find out why Venus developed so differently from 
Earth. 

  



 

Findings of the Price of Fossil Fuels, a Greenpeace Report-  
1. The Greenpeace, Southeast Asia has released a report titled ‘Toxic Air: The Price of 

Fossil Fuels’. The report provides a global assessment of the health impact of air 
pollution from fossil fuels in 2018 and a first-of-its-kind estimate of the associated 
economic cost. 

2. The study is limited to the following pollutants: Fine Particulate Matter (PM 2.5), Ozone 
(O3) and Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2), and only that pollution which is emitted by Fossil Fuel 
combustion (coal, oil and gas). 

3. Air pollution from burning fossil fuels costs an estimated 3.3% of Global Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP), equivalent to US $8 billion per day and 12,000 premature deaths every 
day. 

4. China, the US and India bear the highest economic cost of soaring pollution, at an 
estimated $900 billion, $600 billion and $150 billion (5.4% of India’s GDP) a year, 
respectively. 

5. PM 2.5 air pollution leads to the greatest health impact and the greatest financial cost of 
the three pollutants (PM2.5, O3, NO2). 

6. Globally, air pollution is estimated to cause 4.5 million premature deaths each year. This 
includes 3 million deaths attributable globally to PM2.5. 

7. Pollution from PM2.5 costs 2.5% of the Global GDP whereas pollution from O3 and 
NO2, each costs around 0.4% of the Global GDP. 

8. PM2.5 is one of the principal pollutants in Northern Indian cities including Delhi. 

9. The 2 million preterm births globally due to PM2.5 include 9,81,000 preterm births in 
India. 

10. The report links approximately 3,50,000 new cases of child Asthma in India to nitrogen 
dioxide. As a result of this, over 1.28 million more children in India live with Asthma, 
which is linked to fossil fuel pollution. 

11. In India, exposure to fossil fuels also leads to a loss of around 490 million workdays. 

 

The 11th Expedition of India’s Mission to the Southern Ocean 
and its significance- 
1. The South African Oceanographic Research Vessel SA Agulhas has started its journey 

for the 11th expedition of India’s mission to the Southern Ocean, or Antarctic Ocean from 
Port Louis (Mauritius). 

2. Currently, the Research Vessel was located at Prydz Bay, in the coastal waters of 
“Bharati”, India’s third station in Antarctica. 

3. The expedition will help to study the Southern Ocean as it connects all the major oceans 
around the world.  

4. Thus the conveyor belt that circulates heat around the world is connected through the 
Southern Ocean and can have a large impact on climate change due to anthropogenic 
forces. 

 



 

National Organic Food festival and its importance- 
1. The Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI) with the Ministry of Women and 

Child Development (MoWCD) will host the first National Organic Food Festival in New 
Delhi between February 21 to February 23, 2020 with the theme “Unleashing India’s 
Organic Market Potential”. 

2. It aims to strengthen the organic market and empower women entrepreneurs in the area of 
production and processing of organic products. 

3. Women Entrepreneurs and Self Help Groups (SHGs) from all over the country will be 
exhibiting their organic products in various segments such as fruits & vegetables, ready to 
eat products, spices and condiments, honey, cereals, dry fruits and so on. 

4. It will also focus on facilitating business linkages and empowering women entrepreneurs 
through pre-arranged B2B and B2G meetings. 

5. India has the 9th largest World’s Organic Agricultural Land and the largest number of 
producers. Sikkim is the first organic state in the world. All of its farmland is certified 
organic. 

6. Organic Food Segment of India grew at a rate of 10% during 2016-20. As per the Indian 
Organic Sector – Vision 2025 report, India’s organic business is expected to reach 
Rs.75,000 Crores by 2025. 

7. Factors for growth of organic food in India: Increasing disposable incomes, increasing 
awareness around health and wellness and increasing acceptability. 

8. At the global level, demand for Indian organic food products is on a constant increase. 

9. The major demands under the organic product category are for oil seeds, cereals & 
millets, sugar, fruit juice concentrates, tea, spices, pulses, dry fruits, medicinal plant 
products etc. 

 

Pangolin Meat (The Endangered species which is feared to have 
been the cause of CoronaVirus) and initiatives taken in India 
towards its conservation -  
1. Indian Pangolin has been radio-tagged in order to know its ecology and develop an 

effective conservation plan for it. 

2. The Madhya Pradesh forest department, for the first time, has radio-tagged an Indian 
Pangolin.This measure comes as the world observes the Ninth ‘World Pangolin Day’ on 
15th February, 2020. 

3. World Pangolin Day, celebrated on the third Saturday in February every year, is an 
international attempt to raise awareness of pangolins and bring together stakeholders to 
help protect these species from extinction. 

4. Hunting and poaching for local consumptive use (e.g. as a protein source and traditional 
medicine) and international trade for its meat and scales in East and South East Asian 
countries, particularly China and Vietnam. 
 



 

Reasons for the US imposing a travel ban on the Sri Lankan 
Army Chief-  
1. The US government has imposed sanctions on Sri Lanka’s Commander of the Army and 

Chief of Defence Staff Shavendra Silva and his immediate family saying there was 
“credible information of his involvement in human rights violations” during the final 
phase of the 26-years long Sri Lankan Civil War that ended in 2009.  

2. The sanctions imposed prevent Silva and his family from entering the US. 

3. Silva commanded the 58th Division during the final phase of the Sri Lankan civil war in 
May 2009 and reported to General Jagath Jayasuriya at the time.  

4. He was then a part of the Gajaba Regiment of the then Defence Secretary Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa. 

5. In September 2011, two plaintiffs filed a case for torture and wrongful killing against 
Silva in New York, which was dismissed on the grounds of diplomatic immunity in 2012. 
In the same year, Silva was removed from a top UN Peacekeeping Advisory Committee 
because of allegations of war crimes against him. 

6. Previously, a UN panel had also accused the division that Silva commanded during the 
civil war of carrying out extrajudicial killings of unarmed rebels during the final weeks of 
the war and the systemic torture of people in custody. 

 

Betelguese [The Supergiant Star] and reasons for its dimming 
and changing its shape -  
1. Betelgeuse was born as a supermassive star millions of years ago and has been dimming 

for the last six months. 

2. Among the brightest night time stars, Betelgeuse ranks 10th, but by the last week of 
December 2019, its brightness had dimmed so low, that the star was ranked as the 21st 
brightest star, “a remarkable decline — and a historic low.”  

3. Using the European Space Organisation’s (ESO) Very Large Telescope (VLT), 
astronomers have noticed the unprecedented dimming of Betelgeuse, a red supergiant star 
(over 20 times bigger than the Sun) in the constellation Orion. 

4. Astronomers predict the star to blast sometime (supernova explosion, which is the largest 
explosion to take place in space) in the next 100,000 years or so.  

5. A press release issued by ESO said the star is at about 36 percent of its brightness at the 
moment, a change that is noticeable even to the naked eye.  

6. Astronomers who have been observing the star since December in order to understand 
why it’s becoming fainter have also noticed a change in its apparent shape. 

7. As per the ESO press release, astronomers do not think that Betelgeuse is dimming 
because it is going to explode. They have other hypotheses that may explain the reasons 
for Betelgeuse’s change in shape and dimming. 

 

 

 



 

The Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam [recently in news] -  
1. Ethiopia is building one of the largest dams in the world, the Grand Ethiopian 

Renaissance Dam (GERD), on the river Nile near the Sudan border. 

2. It is Africa’s biggest dam project and will have lasting impacts on its longest river- Nile. 

3. The hydroelectric dam is being built on the Nile (north-flowing river in Africa), in the 
lowlands of Ethiopia. 

4. The Nile is under serious threat of severe pollution, climate change and Egypt’s growing 
population. 

5. Egypt is one of the driest countries on earth, with 95% of its people living along the Nile 
(or its overflowing Delta). 

6. It relies almost totally on the Nile for its water supply and the construction of this dam 
will further cut down Egypt’s water supply by 12-25%. 

  

The Thirteenth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild 
Animals (CMS COP13) -  
Why is it in the news? 

India hosted The Thirteenth Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Migratory 
Species in Gandhinagar from 15 feb to 22 feb 2020. Theme of this COP was “Migratory 
Species connect the Planet and together we welcome them Home”. 

Why is India important for biodiversity and migratory species? 

India is one of the most diverse countries in the world. With 2.4% of the world's land area, it 
contributes about 8% of the known global biodiversity. India is known for its rich 
biodiversity and is one of the seven megadiverse countries in the world. India has four 
biodiversity hotspots – Eastern Himalayas, Western Ghats, Indo Myanmar Landscape and 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. It is home to as many as 500 species of migratory birds from 
across the globe. 

What is CMS? 

CMS provides a global platform for the conservation and sustainable use of migratory 
animals and their habitats. CMS brings together the States through which migratory animals 
pass, the Range States, and lays a legal foundation for internationally coordinated 
conservation measures throughout migratory ranges. 

Migratory species threatened with extinction are listed on Appendix I of the Convention. 
CMS Parties strive towards strictly protecting these animals, conserving or restoring the 
places where they live, mitigating obstacles to migration and controlling other factors that 
might endanger them. Besides establishing obligations for each State joining the Convention, 
CMS promotes concerted action among the Range States of many of these species. 

What are key takeaways from COP 13th of CMS? 

The COP also agreed on a number of cross-cutting policy measures to address the threats to 
migratory species: 

1. Ten Migratory Species Added to Global Wildlife Agreements Appendix 1 including the 
Asian Elephant, Jaguar and Great Indian Bustard.  



 
2. For the first time, animal culture - the learning of non-human species through socially 

transmitted behaviour - is being linked to conservation action. It is one of the novel 
proposals at COP13 to deepen our understanding of the importance of animal culture and 
social complexity for the conservation of endangered species. 

3. The first ever report on the Status of Migratory Species, presented to CMS COP13, shows 
that despite some success stories, the population of most migratory species covered by 
CMS is declining. COP13 agreed that a more comprehensive review should be 
undertaken to better understand the status of individual species and the main threats they 
face. 

4. New and Extended Concerted Actions with targeted conservation plans were agreed for 
14 species. 

5. Integrate Biodiversity and migratory species considerations into National Energy and 
Climate Policy and promote Wildlife-friendly Renewable Energy. 

6. Strengthen initiatives to combat the illegal killing and trading of migratory birds. 

7. Mitigate the impact of linear infrastructure such as roads and railways on migratory 
species. 

8. Address the unsustainable use of aquatic wild meat. 

9. Undertake a review of bycatch levels of sharks and rays, and further implement bycatch 
mitigation measures for marine mammals in national fishing operations. 

10. To investigate the possible trade in CMS Appendix I species and the implications for 
their conservation status. 

What is the Gandhinagar Declaration? 

CMS COP 13 adopted the Gandhinagar Declaration. The Declaration calls for migratory 
species and the concept of ‘ecological connectivity’ to be integrated and prioritized in the 
new Framework, which is expected to be adopted at the UN Biodiversity Conference. 

What are the specific commitments made by India at COP 13? 

India, as the host of COP13, will assume the role of COP Presidency for the next three years. 

1. Prime Minister Modi pledged to focus on the conservation of migratory birds along the 
Central Asian Flyway. 

2. The Prime Minister also announced the establishment of an institutional facility for 
undertaking research and assessment of the conservation of migratory birds, the 
conservation of marine turtles, reduction of pollution from micro-plastic and single-use 
plastic, transboundary protected areas, and sustainable infrastructure development. 

India and the CMS -  

India has been party to the CMS since 1983. According to the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change, “India is a temporary home to several migratory animals and 
birds”. The important among these include Amur Falcons, Bar-headed Geese, Black-necked 
cranes, Marine turtles, Dugongs, Humpback Whales, etc. The Indian sub-continent is also 
part of the major bird flyway network, i.e, the Central Asian Flyway (CAF) that covers areas 
between the Arctic and Indian Oceans, and covers at least 279 populations of 182 migratory 
water-bird species, including 29 globally threatened species. India has also launched the 
National Action Plan for the conservation of migratory species under the Central Asian 
Flyway. 



 
 

Revamping of Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) -  
Why is it in the news? 

The Union Cabinet has approved revamping of Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) 
and Restructured Weather Based Crop Insurance Scheme (RWBCIS) to address the existing 
challenges in the implementation of Crop Insurance Schemes. These changes are proposed to 
be implemented from the Kharif 2020 Season throughout the Country. 

What are proposed changes in PMFBY and RWBCIS? 

1. Allocation of business to Insurance Companies to be done for three years. 

2. Central Subsidy under PMFBY/RWBCIS to be limited for premium rates upto 30% for 
unirrigated areas/crops and 25% for irrigated areas/crops. Districts having 50% or more 
irrigated area will be considered as an irrigated area/district. 

3. Flexibility to States/UTs to implement the Scheme with option to select any or many 
additional risk covers/features like prevented sowing, localised calamity, mid-season 
adversity, and post-harvest losses.  

4. Further, States/UT can offer specific single peril risk/insurance covers, like hailstorm etc, 
under PMFBY with or without opting for base cover. 

5. States will not be allowed to implement the Scheme in subsequent Seasons in case of 
considerable delay by States in release of requisite Premium Subsidy to concerned 
Insurance Companies beyond a prescribed time limit. 

6. Technology solutions like Smart Sampling Technique (SST) and optimization of number 
of CCEs to be adopted in conducting CCEs.  

7. In case of non-provision of yield data beyond cut-off date by the States to the 
implementing Insurance Companies, claims to be settled based on yield arrived through 
use of Technology solution. 

8. Enrollment under the Scheme to be made voluntary for all farmers. 

9. Centre’s share in Premium Subsidy to be increased to 90% for North Eastern States from 
the existing sharing pattern of 50:50. 

10. State specific, alternative risk mitigation programme for crops/areas having a high rate of 
premium.  

11. A separate scheme for water stressed and drought affected districts. 

What are the benefits to be accrued from the proposed changes? 

1. It is expected that farmers would be able to manage risk in agriculture production in a 
better way and will succeed in stabilizing the farm income.   

2. Further, it will increase coverage in the North Eastern Region (NER) enabling farmers of 
NER to manage their agricultural risk in a better way.   

3. These changes will also enable quick and accurate yield estimation leading to faster 
claims settlement. 
 

 



 

International protection for Great Indian Bustard, Bengal 
Florican and Asian Elephant -  
Why is it in the news? 

India’s proposal to include Great Indian Bustard, Asian Elephant and Bengal Florican in 
Appendix I of UN Bonn Convention on migratory species was unanimously accepted at the 
Thirteenth Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) in 
Gandhinagar. 

What is the significance of the move? 

Asian Elephant 

1. Mainland Asian elephants/Indian elephants migrate over long distances in search of food 
and shelter, across States and Countries. Some elephants are residents while others 
migrate regularly in annual migration cycles; proportion of resident and migratory 
populations depends upon - the size of regional populations, as well as on extent, 
degradation and fragmentation of their habitats. 

2. Placing Indian elephants in Schedule I of the CMS Convention, will fulfil the natural urge 
of migration of Indian elephants across India’s borders and back safely and thereby 
promote conservation of this endangered species for our future generations. Intermixing 
of smaller sub-populations in Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan and Myanmar and widen the 
gene base of these populations.  

3. It will also help to reduce human elephant conflicts in many parts of its migratory routes. 

4. The challenges confronting Asian Elephant conservation in most Elephant Range States 
are- habitat loss and fragmentation, human elephant conflict, and poaching and illegal 
trade of elephants. 

5. India, being the natural home to the largest population of mainland Asian elephant/Indian 
elephant (Elephas maximus indicus), wishes to promote conservation of this species, by 
seeking natural migration of elephants in all range countries. 

Great Indian Bustard 

1. The Great Indian Bustard is a Critically Endangered species with a small population of 
about 100–150 that is largely restricted to the Thar Desert in Rajasthan, India. 

2. The Great Indian Bustard, an iconic, critically endangered and conservation dependent 
species, exhibits transboundary movements, and its migration exposes it to threats such as 
hunting in the boundary area of India-Pakistan and power-line collisions in India.  

3. Inclusion of the species in Appendix I of CMS will aid in transboundary conservation 
efforts facilitated by International conservation bodies and existing International Laws 
and Agreements. 

Bengal Florican 

1. The Bengal Florican is an iconic, critically endangered species of topmost conservation 
priority, exhibits transboundary movements, and its migration exposes it to threats such 
as land use changes, collision with power transmission lines at boundary areas of India-
Nepal, India-Bangladesh and probable power-line collisions.  

2. Inclusion of the species in Appendix I of CMS will aid in transboundary conservation 
efforts facilitated by International Conservation bodies and existing International Laws 
and Agreements. 



 
3. Populations have declined as a result of habitat loss, hunting and the species no longer 

breed outside the Protected Areas in the Indian subcontinent, except in a few areas of 
Assam. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


