
Prelims QuBITs JUNE 2019 

 

 

1. What is the GSP (Generalized System of Preference)? 

2. Which organization releases Global Peace Index? 

3. What is the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS)? 

4. Which organisation has developed the Fiscal Performance Index 

(FPI)? 

5. What are the BS 6 norms? 

6. What is the SpectrumRoentgen-Gamma (SRG)? 

7. What is the forest landscape restoration (FLR) and Bonn 

Challenge? 

8. What is the purpose of the Jal Shakti Abhiyan? 

9. What is the purpose of the First Resilient Kerala Program? 

10. What is the Libra launched by Facebook? 

11. What is the NASAMS-II? 

12. What is the structure of the air defence system of Delhi? 

 

 

What is the GSP (Generalized System of Preference)? 

 

News: The US has withdrawn  the Generalized System of Preferences 

(GSP) benefits provided to India 

 

QuBits:  

1. Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) is a preferential tariff 

system extended by developed countries to developing countries  

2. Developed countries including the US, EU, UK, Japan etc., gives 

GSPs to imports from developing countries.  

3. GSP involves reduced/zero tariffs of eligible products exported by 

beneficiary countries to the markets of GSP providing countries. 

4. The US has a strong GSP regime for developing countries since 

its launch in 1976, by the Trade Act of 1974. 

5. GSP provides opportunities for many of the world’s poorest 

countries to use trade to grow their economies and climb out of 

poverty 



6. The beneficiaries of GSP are around 120 developing countries. As 

of 2017, India and Brazil were the major beneficiaries in terms of 

export volume realized under GSP. The beneficiaries and products 

covered under the scheme are revised annually. 

7. Under the normal trade laws, the WTO members must give equal 

preferences to trade partners. There should not be any 

discrimination between countries. This trade rule under the WTO is 

called the Most Favored Nation (MFN) clause. The MFN instructs 

non-discrimination that any favourable treatment to a particular 

country. 

8. At the same time, the WTO allows members to give special and 

differential treatment to from developing countries (like zero-tariff 

imports). This is an exemption for MFN. The MSP given by 

developed countries including the US is an exception to MFN. 

9. India exports nearly 50 products of the 94 products on which GSP 

benefits are stopped. The GSP removal will leave a reasonable 

impact on India as the country enjoyed preferential tariff on exports 

worth of nearly $ 5. 6 billion under the GSP route out of the total 

exports of $48 bn in 2017-18. 
 

 

 

 

Which organization releases Global Peace Index? 

 

News: India slips 5 places to 141 on Global Peace Index 2019 

 

QuBits: 

1. The Global Peace Index (GPI) 2019 report finds that the average 

level of global peacefulness improved very slightly in the 2019 

GPI. 

2. Afghanistan is now the least peaceful country in the world, 

replacing Syria 

3. This year's report includes new research on the possible effects of 

climate change on peace. 

4. Australian think tank Institute for Economics & Peace releases the 

report. It ranks countries according to their level of peacefulness 

based on three thematic domains -- the level of societal safety and 



security, the extent of ongoing domestic and international conflict 

and the degree of militarisation. 

 

 

What is the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS)? 

 

News: The recent Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) released in 

June 2019 states that the unemployment rate (UR) in both rural and 

urban India is at its highest since 1972. 

 

QuBits:  

1. This Ministry has launched a new regular employment 

unemployment survey, namely, Periodic Labour Force Survey 

(PLFS) during April 2017 with certain changes in survey 

methodology, data collection mechanism and sampling design vis-

à-vis the earlier quinquennial (once in every five years) 

Employment and Unemployment surveys of NSSO.  

2. The PLFS has been launched with an objective of measuring 

quarterly changes of various labour market statistical indicators in 

urban areas as well as generating annual estimates of these 

indicators both for rural and urban areas, which can be used for 

policymaking. 

3. The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) under the Ministry of 

Statistics and Programme Implementation conducts the survey. 

4. NSSO’s definition of ‘employment’ includes in itself ‘self-

employment’ as well as ‘wage employment’. 

5. As per the survey, the biggest issues are Shrinking share of the 

labour force, rising unemployment, and a sharp decline in women’s 

labour force participation rate (LFPR). 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Fiscal Performance Index (FPI)? Which organization has 

launched it? 

 



News: Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) has launched a Fiscal 

Performance Index (FPI) to assess state and central budgets. 

 

QuBits: 

1. FPI is a new assessment of Fiscal Deficit that better measures the 

Government’s revenue and expenditure balance.  

2. The composite Fiscal Performance Index (FPI) developed by CII is 

an innovative tool using multiple indicators to examine the quality 

of Budgets at the Central and State levels. 

3. Rationale of the Index: It is important to study diverse sources of 

revenue and expenditure heads to truly assess the fiscal situation 

of a nation. A single criterion such as the ‘fiscal deficit to GDP 

ratio’ does not tell us anything about the quality of the Budget. 

Hence, the Government should use multiple indicators to measure 

the quality of Budgets at the Central and the State levels rather 

than a single indicator. 

4. CII recommends that the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget 

Management (FRBM) Act which sets targets for the governments 

to reduce fiscal deficits should not solely focus on one component. 

Instead, a holistic performance of all entities viewed from all angles 

of expenditure quality, revenue receipts quality, and fiscal 

prudence should be taken into consideration. 

5. The proposed composite index of fiscal performance evolved by 

CII comprises of six components for holistic assessment of the 

quality of Government Budgets. These include: 

I. Quality of revenue expenditure: measured by the share of 

revenue expenditure other than interest payments, subsidies, 

pensions and defence in GDP, 

 

II. Quality of capital expenditure: measured by the share of 

capital expenditure (other than defence) in GDP, 

 

III. Quality of revenue: the ratio of net tax revenue to GDP 

(own tax revenue in case of States), 

 

IV. Degree of fiscal prudence I: fiscal deficit to GDP, 

 



V. Degree of fiscal prudence II: revenue deficit to GDP and 

 

VI. Debt index: Change in debt and guarantees to GDP 

6. CII is a non-government, not-for-profit, industry-led and industry-

managed organization, playing a proactive role in India's 

development process. Founded in 1895 and celebrating 125 years 

in 2020, India's premier business association has more than 9100 

members, from the private as well as public sectors, including 

SMEs and MNCs, and an indirect membership of over 300,000 

enterprises from 291 national and regional sectoral industry 

bodies. 

7. CII charts change by working closely with Government on policy 

issues, interfacing with thought leaders, and enhancing efficiency, 

competitiveness and business opportunities for industry through a 

range of specialized services and strategic global linkages. It also 

provides a platform for consensus-building and networking on key 

issues 

 

 

 

What are the BS 6 norms? 

 

News: BS-VI or Bharat Stage VI is the new emission standard that all 

vehicles in the country will have to adhere to from April 1, 2020. 

 

Qubits: 

1. Bharat Stage Emission Standards are emission regulations 

implemented by the government to keep a check on emissions 

from motor vehicles.  

2. Introduced first in 2000, the current BS-IV norms were enforced in 

2017, after BS-II and BS-III norms, which were enforced in 2005 

and 2010 respectively.  

3. BS-V has been skipped in order to have a more stringent standard 

to curb pollution levels, apart from the gap between the 

enforcement of different emission standards also dwindling. 

4. BS-VI compliant petrol vehicles will lead to a substantial reduction 

of nearly 25 per cent in Nitrogen Oxide (NOx or oxides of nitrogen) 



emissions. NOx emissions will be brought down by 70 per cent for 

diesel engines. 

5. The sulphur content of BS-VI fuel, which is five times lower than 

that in BS-IV fuel, is one of the major differences between the two.  

6. The presence of OBD (Onboard Diagnostics) and RDE (Real 

Driving Emission) on all vehicles will also enable real-time tracking 

of emissions. Selective catalytic reactor will be required in both 

petrol and diesel vehicles while the Diesel Particulate Filter will be 

required in diesel engines alone. Purpose of these tools is to 

convert harmful emissions from vehicles into harmless ones. 

7. According to reports, BS-VI compliant petrol cars are required to 

emit no more than 60mg/km of NOx (Nitrogen Oxides) emissions, 

versus the cap of 80mg/km for BS-IV vehicles.  

8. The particulate matter (PM) limit has been capped at 4.5mg/km for 

petrol engines that use direct injection. 

9. As for diesel cars, NOx emissions have to be reduced from 

250mg/km to 80mg/km, HC+NOx emissions from 300mg/km to 

170mg/km, and PM emissions from 25mg/km to 4.5mg/km. 

 

 

 

 

What is the SpectrumRoentgen-Gamma (SRG)? 

 

News: SRG is a space telescope, which will create a three-dimensional 

(3D) X-ray map of the universe and unveil unknown supermassive black 

holes, dark energy and stars 

 

QuBits: 

1. It is a joint German–Russian mission. 

2. The scientific spacecraft «Spectrum-Roentgen-Gamma» (Spectr-

RG or SRG) is an X-ray observatory.  SRG’s main scientific goal is 

to chart an unprecedented map of the Universe in  X-rays on which 

all large clusters of galaxies will be marked. 

3. Mapping the large-scale structure of the Universe is much like a 

time travel into the past.  



4. This map will be essential in solving the core questions of modern 

cosmology: How do dark energy and dark matter affect the 

formation of the large-scale structure of the Universe? What is 

cosmological evolution of supermassive black holes?  

5. Spektr-RG is expected to find about 100,000 massive clusters of 

galaxies during the four-year survey mode, which means literally 

all such objects in the observable Universe.  

6. Furthermore, it will detect around three million supermassive black 

holes in active galactic nuclei (AGN), along with hundreds of 

thousands of stars with active coronae and accreting white dwarfs, 

tens of thousands of galaxies with active star formation. 

 

 

 

What is the forest landscape restoration (FLR) and Bonn Challenge? 

 

News: India  launched a flagship project to build capacity on forest 

landscape restoration (FLR) and Bonn Challenge in partnership with 

IUCN 

 

QuBits: 

1. Forest landscape restoration (FLR) is the ongoing process of 

regaining ecological functionality and enhancing human well-being 

across deforested or degraded forest landscapes. FLR is more 

than just planting trees – it is restoring a whole landscape to meet 

present and future needs and to offer multiple benefits and land 

uses over time.  

2. FLR involves Forests because it involves increasing the number 

and/or health of trees in an area; Landscapes because it involves 

entire watersheds, jurisdictions, or even countries in which many 

land uses interact; and Restoration because it involves bringing 

back the biological productivity of an area in order to achieve any 

number of benefits for people and the planet. 

3. According to India’s Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), 

submitted under United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC), India aims to create an additional 



carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent through 

additional forest and tree cover by 2030.  

4. At the UNFCCC Conference of the Parties (COP) 2015 in Paris, 

India also joined the voluntary Bonn Challenge pledge, to bring 

into restoration 13 million hectares of degraded and deforested 

land by the year 2020, and an additional 8 million hectares by 

2030. India’s pledge is one of the largest from Asia. 

5. Later MoEFCC in collaboration with IUCN launched a flagship 

project on enhancing capacity on forest landscape restoration 

(FLR) and Bonn Challenge in India on 17 June 2019, on World 

Day to Combat Desertification.  

6. The aim of the project is to develop and adopt best practices and 

monitoring protocols for the Indian states and build capacity within 

the five pilot states on forest landscape restoration and Bonn 

Challenge. 

7. The pilot phase of the project will be of three and a half years 

implemented in the States of Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Nagaland and Karnataka. 

 

 

 

What is the purpose of the Jal Shakti Abhiyan launched by Ministry of Jal 

Shakti? 

 

News: Jal Shakti Abhiyan for Water Conservation Launched 

 

QuBits:  

1. Jal Shakti Abhiyan - a campaign for water conservation and water 

security. The campaign will run through citizen participation during 

the monsoon season, from 1st July 2019 to 15th September 2019.  

2. An additional Phase 2 will be run from 1st October 2019 to 30th 

November 2019 for States receiving the North East retreating 

monsoons. The focus of the campaign will be on water-stressed 

districts and blocks. 

3. A large-scale communications campaign has also been planned 

alongside the JSA involving mass mobilisation of different groups 

including school students, college students, swachhagrahis, Self 



Help Groups, Panchayati Raj Institution members, youth groups 

(NSS/NYKS/NCC), defence personnel, ex-servicemen and 

pensioners, among various others. 

4. Teams of officers from the central government will visit and work 

with district administration in 1592 water-stressed blocks in 256 

districts, to ensure five important water conservation interventions.  

5. These will be water conservation and rainwater harvesting, 

renovation of traditional and other water bodies/tanks, reuse, bore 

well recharge structures, watershed development and intensive 

afforestation. 

6. Jan-Andolan along the lines of the Swachh Bharat Mission, to save 

water and secure the future. JSA invites ideas, traditional 

knowledge, initiatives undertaken, success stories, and films made 

on water conservation from common citizens, celebrities and 

NGOs alike. 

 

 

 

What is the First Resilient Kerala Program? 

 

QuBits: 

1. The Government of India, the Government of Kerala and the World 

Bank signed here today a Loan Agreement of USD 250 million for 

the First Resilient Kerala Program to enhance the State's 

resilience against the impacts of natural disasters and climate 

change. 

2. The Resilient Kerala Program will focus on strengthening the 

State's institutional and financial capacity to protect the assets and 

livelihoods of poor and vulnerable groups through an inclusive and 

participatory approach. 

3. Need: The 2018 floods and landslides in Kerala led to severe 

impact on property, infrastructure, and lives and livelihoods of 

people. One-sixth of the State’s population - about 5.4 million 

people - were affected while 1.4 million were displaced from their 

homes, especially the poor and vulnerable segments of the 

population. 



4. The Program, which represents the First ‘State Partnership’ of the 

World Bank in India. 

5. State partnership is a key pillar of the Bank’s new Country 

Partnership Framework for India. Through such partnerships, the 

Bank will support select States striving to bring about systemic 

improvements in the way development initiatives are planned and 

executed.  

6. WB will work across cross-cutting themes and priority sectors to 

build systems of resilience. We are committed to supporting the 

State Government in bringing about a perceptible change in the 

lives and livelihoods of its citizens. 

 

 

What is the Libra launched by Facebook? 

 

News: Facebook has announced a digital currency called Libra 

 

QuBits: 

1. Libra will use the same security and record-keeping principles as 

Bitcoin, the most popular digital currency system today.  

2. But unlike Bitcoin, Libra is backed by several traditional financial 

companies including PayPal, Visa and Mastercard, and will base 

its value on multiple real-world currencies such as the US dollar 

and the euro.  

3. Unlike bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies, which can be hugely 

volatile and speculative, Libra will be backed by relatively stable 

government-backed money. 

4. People can store their cryptocurrency stashes in virtual wallets that 

resemble online bank accounts. Facebook is also developing a 

wallet app for Libra. 

5. As with other cryptocurrencies, people will be able to buy and sell 

Libras on exchanges for traditional currencies. 

6. Facebook will also create a new subsidiary, Calibra, to build a 

digital wallet for people to store and exchange the currency using 

Facebook apps. 

7. Cryptocurrency: It’s a form of digital cash that uses encryption 

technology to make it secure. Cryptocurrencies exist not as 



physical bills or coins but rather as lines of digitally signed 

computer code. Records are typically kept on ledgers known as 

the blockchain. 

8. The new digital currency is set to launch in the first half of 2020. It 

will be run by a nonprofit, the Libra Association, based in Geneva, 

Switzerland. Its goal is to be broadly accessible, stable and 

secure. 

 

 

 

 

What is the NASAMS-II air defence systems? 

 

News: New Delhi to get Washington-type missile shield NASAMS II 

 

QuBits: 

1. The national capital is set to get a multi-layered missile defence 

system soon, just like Washington, with purchase of an integrated 

air defence weapon system (IADWS) to New Delhi for USD 1.86 

billion known as the NASAMS II. 

2. NASAMS II will be part of the overall multi-layered air defence 

shield including the indigenous BMD, S-400 Triumf and the Barak 

8 besides other systems already in place. 

3. National Advanced Surface to Air Missile System-II (NASAMS-II), 

a network-centric short to medium-range ground-based air defence 

system, will be part of the overall air defence shield for the national 

capital which includes the indigenous Ballistic Missile Defence 

(BMD) shield. 

4. The NASAMS II, which comes with net-centric architecture, 

multiple simultaneous engagements and beyond visual range 

(BVR) capabilities. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

What is the structure of the proposed Air defence architecture of The 

National capital Delhi? 

 

QuBits: 

1. The outermost layer of Delhi’s missile shield will be provided by 

the indigenous two-tier ballistic missile defence (BMD) system 

being developed by DRDO. This system’s AAD (advanced air 

defence) and PAD (Prithvi air defence) interceptor missiles are 

currently geared to intercept enemy missiles, in the 2,000-km 

class, at altitudes from 15-25 km and 80-100 km respectively. 

2. The second layer will be through the highly automated and mobile 

S-400 systems, which will have missiles with interception ranges of 

120, 200, 250 and 380 km.  

3. Then will come the Barak-8 medium-range surface-to-air missile 

systems, jointly developed by Israeli Aerospace Industries and 

DRDO which have a 70-100 km interception range. 

4. The indigenous Akash area defence missile systems, with a 25-km 

range, will form the layer over the NASAMS which will be the 

innermost layer of protection. 

 

 

 


